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1.0 BACKGROUND 

Heritage is based on those aspects of our past that we want to recognise, retain and pass on to 

future generations.  It encompasses many things – the way we live, the traditions we hold dear, our 

history and values.  Heritage is also reflected in the natural and cultural diversity of places and 

objects that help us to understand our past and our effect on the Australian landscape.  Heritage 

places may evoke special meaning for us as individuals or as a member of a community.   

Local Governments, including the Shire of Yalgoo, are responsible for identifying, protecting, 

promoting and managing the majority of Western Australia’s heritage.  The Shire of Yalgoo is home 

to a rich diversity of heritage places which contribute to a unique sense of place.  The Shire of Yalgoo 

Built Heritage Strategy has been prepared in order to provide a summary of the current 

management of heritage in the district and importantly, to provide a direction for the ongoing and 

future protection, conservation, management and enhancement of heritage within the Shire.    

Originally prepared in 2013, updated in 2016, the current version of the Shire of Yalgoo Built 

Heritage Strategy was the result of a detailed and thorough review undertaken in 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph: The Yalgoo Justice Precinct comprising the Yalgoo Courthouse and Gaol 
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2.0 LOCAL HERITAGE SURVEY 

2.1 Background:  

The preparation of the Local Heritage Survey (formerly referred to as the Municipal Inventory of 

Heritage Places) is required under Part 8 Sections 102 to 105 of the Heritage Act 2018.  (Part 8 

attached as Appendix 1)  The Shire of Yalgoo Municipal Inventory of Heritage Places was first 

compiled in 1995.  Containing 26 heritage places from around the Shire, the inventory was 

adopted by the Shire Council on 19 June 1996.  An additional place, Warramboo House Fmr, 

was added to the Municipal Inventory in 2000 as place number 27.  Including several significant 

State Registered heritage places, as well as local heritage places and historic sites, the inventory 

reflects the diversity of heritage within the district.  However the inventory should not be 

regarded as an all-inclusive listing of heritage places as there are a number of places which are 

not included, either due to owner objection or omission. 

 

2.2 Current Listing: 

As at 2022 the Shire of Yalgoo Municipal Inventory of Heritage Places includes the following 

places: 

1. Fmr Courthouse 

2. Fmr Gaol 

3. Site of the Roads Board Office & Hall 

4. Site of the Old Tent Hospital 

5. Fmr Emerald Hotel 

6. Site of Commercial Hotel 

7. Site of Locomotive Hotel 

8. Fmr Corner Store 

9. Dominican Convent Chapel 

10. Anglican Church 

11. Grave Sites 

12. Fmr Railway Station 

13. Railway Water Tank 

14. Fmr Wurarga Hotel 

15. Fmr Wurarga House 

16. Paynes Find State Battery 

17. Paynes Find Tavern 

18. Mullegee Well, Paynes Find 

19. Gullewa Townsite 

20. Yuin Reef Townsite & Mine 

21. Mellenbye Station Homestead 

22. Noongal Station Homestead 

23. Carlaminda Station Homestead 

24. Melangata Station Homestead 

25. Barnong Station Homestead 

26. Solomon Lowns’ Cottage Ruins 

27. Warramboo House Fmr 
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2.3 Review Process: 

The Heritage Council of WA Guidelines for Local Heritage Surveys (July 2019) (Available on the 

Department of Planning, Lands & Heritage website – 

www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-planning-lands-and-heritage/local-heritage-

surveys) recommends that the heritage inventory should be kept current and relevant through 

regular administrative updates, place specific amendments and additions as required and a 

more thorough review involving community consultation every 10 years or so.  Given that 26 

years have passed since the original compilation of the Shire of Yalgoo Municipal Inventory of 

Heritage Places, with only one place added within that time, a detailed review is well over due 

and should be considered as a priority for the Shire.  Please note that there may be some 

funding assistance available through the DPLH for the review. 

 

The Review Process should examine the following: 

• Re-assess all listed places to note any changes, current condition and additional history. 

• Updated photographs and GPS coordinates should be taken.  

• Assess places that were removed from the list due to owner objections at the time. 

• Assess places that were previously overlooked. 

• Conduct community consultation to invite further nominations and information. 

• Realign the name, content and format of the municipal inventory to address the 

recommendations of the Heritage Council of WA in regards to Local Heritage Surveys. 

 

Some places that should be considered for assessment and inclusion during the review process 

are as follows: 

i. Railway Station Master’s House Fmr  

ii. Railway Barracks Fmr 

iii. Railway House Fmr 

iv. Railway Goods Shed Fmr 

v. Railway Dams Fmr 

vi. Yalgoo Community Hall 

vii. Site of the Yalgoo Roads Board Office 

viii. Yalgoo Police Station & Residence Fmr 

ix. Yalgoo Hotel 

x. Jack Neville’s Store 

xi. Yalgoo Cemetery 

xii. Meteorite Crater 

xiii. Joker’s Tunnel 

xiv. Paynes Find Cemetery 

xv. Fields Find Cemetery 

xvi. Gullewa Cemetery (Gullewa Townsite is included) 

xvii. Wurarga Places, including site of Wurarga Hotel & Residence, Railway Siding & Dam 

xviii. Relevant pastoral station homesteads, including Thundelarra 

Please note that the above list is not all-inclusive and the local community should be invited to 

nominate places for consideration. 

 

 

http://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-planning-lands-and-heritage/local-heritage-surveys
http://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-planning-lands-and-heritage/local-heritage-surveys
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2.4 Protection of Heritage Places:  

It should be noted that the Local Heritage Survey (MI) provides for recognition and a way of 

documenting heritage places but does not afford any protection to them; with no direct 

statutory role in respect of the Planning and Development Act 2005.  In order to provide 

protection to local heritage places, the local government must compile a Heritage List under 

their Local Planning Scheme drawing on the recommendations of the Local Heritage Survey 

(MI).  The Review Process should clearly indicate which places should be afforded protection 

under a Heritage List in the Local Planning Scheme; whether it should be all of the places or a 

smaller sub-set of places. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Photograph: Jack Neville’s Store, Cnr of Gibbons and Henty Streets 

ACTIONS 

→ Assign a staff member to oversee the day-to-day management of the Local 

Heritage Survey (MI), including minor administrative amendments and the 

collation of place information as received. 

→ Initiate a review of the Local Heritage Survey (MI) by 2024 and ensure a financial 

allocation for the review is placed in the Draft 2023/24 Budget.  Approach DPLH 

regarding any funding assistance to undertake the review. 

→ Consider engaging a heritage expert to prepare a detailed and Shire specific 

consultant’s brief to ensure the Local Heritage Survey review is targeted to 

achieve maximum outcomes for the allocated budget. 

→ Following the review, Shire staff to forward a copy to the Heritage Council of WA 

and upload the revised Local Heritage Survey onto the Shire’s website, replacing 

the existing 1995 version. 
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3.0 HERITAGE IN THE LOCAL PLANNING SCHEME 

The Shire of Yalgoo can afford protection to, and encourage the conservation of, individual local 

heritage places and areas through the provisions available in Part 7 of the Shire of Yalgoo Local 

Planning Scheme No. 2, 5 October 2011 (Part 7 is attached as Appendix 2).   

3.1 Heritage List:  

As recommended under Section 6.5 of the State Planning Policy 3.5 Historic Heritage 

Conservation, local governments are encouraged to establish a Heritage List pursuant to a Local 

Planning Scheme which should be compiled having regard to the places identified in the Local 

Heritage Survey (MI).  A local government may elect to include all of those places from the 

Survey in its Heritage List, or may include a smaller sub-set of places.  The inclusion or exclusion 

of places from a Heritage List should be based on their degree of heritage significance, 

supported by the findings of the Local Heritage Survey (MI), irrespective of whether they are 

privately or publicly owned. 

3.2 Heritage Areas: 

The Shire also has the opportunity to designate Heritage Areas under the Local Planning 

Scheme.  This is a useful mechanism for protecting a group of places which have a connection or 

close association and thereby have some control over any proposed development within the 

Heritage Area.  The Yalgoo Railway Station Fmr together with several nearby associated places 

such as the Railway Water Tank, Railway Barracks, Railway House, Railway Station Master’s 

House and Railway Dams Fmr could potentially be considered for a Heritage Area. 

3.3 Local Planning Policy for Heritage Conservation and Development: 

An additional and useful tool for the Yalgoo Council to consider is the introduction of a Local 

Planning Policy for Heritage Conservation and Development which can be prepared under the 

Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015.  Such a policy can afford 

special planning control to protect, conserve and enhance cultural heritage.  By clearly outlining 

the processes and procedures for the development of heritage places, the policy can ensure 

that development does not adversely affect significant heritage places.  The policy should make 

reference to State Planning Policy 3.5 Historic Heritage Conservation and include possible 

application requirements for heritage listed places such as Heritage Impact Statements, 

Structural Condition Assessments, Archival Recording and Redevelopment Plans in instances of 

proposed demolitions. 

3.4 Variation of Local Planning Scheme Provisions: 

The Shire Council also has the power to vary planning scheme provisions for heritage purposes.  

As such any site or development requirement specified in the Shire of Yalgoo Local Planning 

Scheme No. 2 may be varied in order to facilitate the conservation of a place entered in the 

State Register of Heritage Places or included in the Heritage List of the Local Planning Scheme. 
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Photograph: Railway Water Tank with Railway Barracks in background 

 

ACTIONS 

→ Council should prepare a Heritage List, taking into account the places in the Local 

Heritage Survey (MI), in order to afford heritage places protection under the Local 

Planning Scheme.   

→ Council to give consideration to the designation of a Heritage Area encompassing the 

heritage places associated with, and including, the Yalgoo Railway Station Fmr. 

→  Council to consider the preparation of a Local Planning Policy for Heritage Conservation 

and Development to assist the local government in their decision-making about heritage 

places.   

→ Council to investigate options to vary the provisions of the Local Planning Scheme to 

facilitate the conservation of places entered in the State Register of Heritage Places and 

the Heritage List of the Local Planning Scheme. 

→ Council to consider referring Planning and Development applications concerning heritage 

listed places (Heritage List and/or Local Heritage Survey (MI)) for expert heritage advice 

to ensure that Council is informed of heritage impacts in its decision-making process. 

→ References to the Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990 in the Shire of Yalgoo Local 

Planning Scheme No. 2 should be replaced with the Heritage Act 2018 to reflect the 

amendments. (As highlighted in Appendix 2) 
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4.0 STATE REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES 

4.1 Background: 

The State Register of Heritage Places recognises the value and importance of heritage places to 

Western Australia.  Including buildings, structures, gardens, cemeteries, landscapes and 

archaeological sites, there are over 1,300 places listed in it.  The State Register is managed by 

the Heritage Council of WA and provides a place with statutory protection to ensure that any 

proposed demolition, relocation, subdivision, amalgamation, alteration, addition or new 

development is in harmony with its cultural heritage values.  Part 5 of the Heritage Act (2018) 

requires that all proposed development to a State Registered Place be referred to the Heritage 

Council of WA for their consideration and advice. 

4.2 Current Registered Places: 

At present there are five (5) places entered in the State Register of Heritage Places located 

within the Shire of Yalgoo as follows: 

P2770 Yalgoo Justice Precinct (inclusive of Fmr Court House (P24431) & Fmr Gaol 

(P23795)) 

P2776 Dominican Convent Chapel of St Hyacinth (fmr) 

P2778 Yalgoo Railway Station Group (inclusive of Fmr Railway Station (P24409), Station 

Master’s House, Railway Barracks, Railway Water Tank (P4182), Railway Goods Shed 

(P4181), Railway Dam and Locomotive Hotel Site (P5493)) 

P2785 Melangata Station 

P2787 Noongal Station Group 

There may very well be other places within the Shire that warrant further assessment for entry 

into the State Register of Heritage Places such as the Paynes Find State Battery, Carlaminda 

Station Homestead Group and Thundelarra Station Homestead Group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph: Yalgoo Railway Station 

ACTIONS 

→ Shire staff to ensure that any development applications received for State Registered 

Places are referred to the Heritage Council of WA (via DPLH) for their consideration 

and advice.  
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5.0 LOCAL GOVERNMENT OWNED HERITAGE PLACES  

There are fourteen (14) heritage places that are under the ownership and/or control and 

management of the Shire of Yalgoo.  Of those fourteen places, eight are included in the Local 

Heritage Survey (MI) and six are entered in the State Register of Heritage Places, either as a separate 

entry or part of a group listing – as summarised in the table on the next page.  The Shire should be 

seen to be following best practice in the conservation of its heritage buildings as well as leading by 

example in how it manages its heritage assets.  To achieve this, the following measures should be 

addressed: 

 

5.1 Heritage Listing & Protection:  

 In the first instance Shire owned heritage places should be clearly identified and assessed 

through the Local Heritage Survey (MI) process, where necessary afforded heritage protection 

via the Heritage List under the Local Planning Scheme and, in cases of very high heritage values, 

entered in the State Register of Heritage Places.  It is noted that there are several Shire owned 

heritage places that are not included in the Local Heritage Survey (MI) including the Yalgoo 

Community Hall, the Railway Dams Fmr, the Yalgoo Cemetery, the Gullewa Cemetery, the Fields 

Find Cemetery and the Paynes Find Cemetery.  These places should be assessed for inclusion 

during the future review of the Local Heritage Survey (MI). 

 

5.2   Conservation Management Plans:  

These very worthwhile documents establish what is significant about a heritage place and how 

best to conserve that significance.  Significant heritage places in Shire ownership should have a 

Conservation Management Plan prepared in order to guide the ongoing conservation of the 

building in a systematic and prioritised manner.  These plans need to be kept up to date and 

therefore existing Conservation Plans should be checked to see if a review is necessary.  In some 

cases an update to the Schedule of Conservation Works and/or a Maintenance Plan may be 

sufficient.  It should be noted that in most cases a Conservation Management Plan will be 

required for a heritage place in order to secure additional heritage funding via grant programs.  

One notable place which would greatly benefit from having a Conservation Management Plan 

prepared is the Yalgoo Courthouse Fmr, together with the adjacent Yalgoo Gaol Fmr – in 

combination known as the Yalgoo Justice Precinct.  Furthermore the collection of objects, 

documents and photographs housed at the Yalgoo Courthouse Museum need a Significance 

Assessment and a Collection Management Plan and Policy to guide their conservation and 

presentation as well as to inform future acquisitions.   

 

5.3 Interpretation:  

The interpretation of places within the public domain is an important method in helping both 

the local community and visitors to Yalgoo achieve a thorough understanding of heritage places 

and should therefore form part of the strategic heritage aims for the Shire.  Interpretation can 

take many forms, from obvious physical measures such as signage, plaques, heritage trails and 

public art to more technical options such as digital applications, QR Codes, augmented reality 

experiences and listening posts. 
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5.4 Resourcing:  

Sourcing the necessary funds to adequately maintain, conserve and interpret the Shire’s 

heritage assets needs to be addressed via annual budget allocations and grants programs.   

Decisions by the Shire about what conservation works to fund, or seek funding for, should be 

based on detailed and prioritised advice from either a Conservation Management Plan or a 

Maintenance Plan, with works supervised by an experienced conservation architect, especially 

for State Registered places.   

 

5.5 Summary Table of Shire Owned Heritage Places: 

Below is a summary table of Shire owned heritage places including whether they are included in 

the Local Heritage Survey (MI), entered in the State Register of Heritage Places, have a 

Conservation Management Plan prepared, as well as a comment on the current condition and 

use.  (Please refer to Appendix 3 for individual heritage place records.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph: Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Interior View 

 
Place Name 

LHS/
MI 
No. 

RHP Conservation 
Plan Y/N & Date 

Condition Current Use 

Yalgoo Courthouse Fmr 1  Yes - P2770 No Fair Museum 

Yalgoo Gaol Fmr 2 Yes – P2770 No Fair Museum 

Emerald Hotel Ruins 5 No No Poor Historic Site 

Dominical Convent Chapel 9 Yes - P2776 Yes – 1998 Fair Chapel/Historic Site 

Holy Trinity Anglican Church 10 No Yes – 2011 Poor Church/Historic Site 

Grave Sites (Henty St) 11 No No Fair Historic Site 

Yalgoo Railway Station Fmr 12 Yes - P2778 Yes - 1997 Good Sporting & 
Community Use 

Railway Water Tank 13 Yes - P2778 No Fair Historic Site 

Railway Dams Fmr No Yes - P2778 No Good Historic Site 

Yalgoo Community Hall No No No Fair Community Hall 

Yalgoo Cemetery No No No Good Cemetery 

Fields Find Cemetery No No No Fair Historic Site 

Paynes Find Cemetery No No No Fair Historic Site 

Gullewa Cemetery No No No Fair Historic Site 
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Photograph: Yalgoo Courthouse, Interior View 

ACTIONS 

→ Shire owned heritage places should be afforded the relevant recognition and protection 

under the Local Heritage Survey (MI), the Heritage List in the Local Planning Scheme and 

the State Register of Heritage Places, depending on the level of significance. 

→ Where necessary, Conservation Management Plans, Schedules of Conservation Works or 

Maintenance Plans to be prepared for Shire owned heritage places. 

→ When required, existing Conservation Management Plans to be reviewed, with specific 

focus on updating the Schedules of Works. 

→ Council to consider ongoing Budget allocations for the maintenance, conservation and 

interpretation of Shire owned heritage assets in accordance with the Community 

Strategic Plan and the Shire’s Integrated Planning Process.   

→ Investigate interpretive requirements for Shire owned heritage places through measures 

such as Interpretation Plans, Heritage Trails and Cross-Regional Trails. 

→ Source funding to adequately maintain, conserve and interpret the Shire’s heritage 

assets. 
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6.0 HERITAGE INCENTIVES 

The Shire of Yalgoo can encourage property owners and local community groups to conserve, 

restore and interpret their heritage places either by continuing to support existing measures, 

actively implementing current provisions and/or introducing new initiatives, including the following: 

 

6.1 Heritage Funding: 

Existing funding programs are available to assist private property owners and community 

groups with the documentation, restoration and interpretation of their heritage buildings.  By 

promoting the funding sources and assisting with the application process, the Shire can 

potentially attract heritage grants to the district which can have a positive on-flow in the wider 

heritage arena.  Lotterywest continue to fund Shire and community owned heritage places and 

projects which have a far-reaching community benefit while the Heritage Council of WA 

administers an annual Heritage Grants Program for private owners of State Registered heritage 

places.  Other regional development funding may also be available if the heritage building is 

used for an important community purpose.  

  

6.2 Variation of Local Planning Scheme Provisions: 

The Shire of Yalgoo Local Planning Scheme No. 2, 2011 (Section 7.5) contains clauses that allow 

the variation of provisions of the Scheme where its objective it to ensure the conservation of a 

heritage place listed either on the State Register, on the Heritage List in the LPS or within a 

Heritage Area designated under the LPS.  This provision gives the Shire considerable freedom to 

negotiate a suitable heritage outcome with property owners.  It may not only benefit the 

property owner but also the local community as a heritage place can be conserved and the 

development potential of the property realised through collaborative and creative planning. 

 

6.3 Waiving of Fees for Heritage Listed Places: 

Depending on the current fee structure employed by the Shire for planning and building 

applications, it may be worthwhile for the Shire to consider developing a policy to allow for the 

waiving of planning application fees for heritage listed places.  In this way the Shire can 

constructively support landowners with their efforts to conserve and enhance their heritage 

buildings.   

 

6.4 Heritage Advisory Service: 

Through the appointment and continued engagement of a Heritage Adviser, the Shire can 

ensure the provision of expert conservation advice to the Council, property owners and 

community groups.  

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph: Outbuilding, 

Muralgarra Station 
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Photograph: Corrugated Iron Cottage, Paynes Find 

 

 

 

 

ACTIONS 

→ Promote heritage grants programs and provide assistance to private property owners and 

community groups with the application process. 

→ Support the variation of relevant provisions under the Local Planning Scheme to facilitate 

the conservation of heritage places. 

→ Consider developing a policy to waive planning application fees to support conservation 

of heritage buildings. 

→ Facilitate the provision of expert heritage advice to the Shire through the appointment of 

a Heritage Advisor. 
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7.0 EDUCATION, TRAINING AND COMMUNICATION 

Effective management of heritage at the local level relies on an informed and engaged community 

and an educated Shire Team.  To achieve this, local residents should be encouraged to enhance their 

understanding and appreciation of the district’s heritage and Shire staff should be given the 

opportunity for training in a range of heritage matters including how best to protect, conserve and 

enhance Yalgoo’s heritage places.  There are various ways in which local government can work 

towards these objectives including the following: 

7.1 Heritage Resource Centre: 

By having a digital and/or a physical Heritage Resource Centre, with information about heritage 

readily available on the Shire’s web site or at the Shire Office in a specific location, members of 

the local community, visitors as well as people further afield can easily access advice and 

assistance about a range of heritage places and issues.  The Heritage Resource Centre can 

include a copy of the Local Heritage Survey (MI), copies of Conservation Management Plans for 

Shire owned heritage places, copies of existing Heritage Trails within the Town, Shire and wider 

Region, links to heritage grant opportunities, conservation fact sheets and relevant web sites as 

well as a diversity of other information, brochures and pamphlets. 

 

7.2 Heritage Advisory Service: 

By engaging the services of a Heritage Adviser the Shire can secure place specific advice such as 

the assessment of development and building applications for heritage listed places, general 

heritage input into wider Shire issues including community and tourism development as well as 

heritage training of Shire staff and councillors via a possible induction workshop.   

 

7.3 Connections with Heritage Agencies and Other Organisations: 

Establishing and maintaining contact with heritage agencies such as the Department of 

Planning, Lands & Heritage, the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation & Attractions and the 

National Trust of Australia (WA) can be productive in terms of access to expert advice, 

dissemination of information and management of State Registered heritage places.  

Encouraging Shire staff and Councillors to attend the annual heritage seminars offered by DPLH 

can have a positive benefit in terms of increased knowledge about heritage issues as well as 

providing opportunities to network with heritage experts and other local governments 

achieving good heritage results around the state.  Establishing partnerships with organisations 

such as the Western Australian Museum (including Leigh O’Brien, Manager of the Geraldton 

Region Museum), Outback Graves (www.outbackgraves.org), Rail Heritage WA (Philippa Rogers, 

President E: president@railheritagewa.org.au) and Track Care WA (www.trackcare.com.au ) is 

also recommended.  These organisations could provide much invaluable advice and assistance 

with a range of heritage-related projects. 

 

7.4 Spreading the Message: 

The use of existing channels of communication such as the local newsletter can be an effective 

way to educate the community about heritage.  Promotional and educational initiatives such as 

a regular history/heritage column in Bulldust could be prepared by the Heritage Adviser or 

other interested parties to help inform the local community.  Further, items in the regional 

http://www.outbackgraves.org/
mailto:president@railheritagewa.org.au
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newspaper The MidWest Times can also focus attention on, and harness an appreciation of, 

Yalgoo’s heritage. 

7.5 Strategic Community Plan: 

The Shire of Yalgoo Strategic Community Plan 2021 to 2031 is a ten year plan that sets out the 

Council’s vision, aspirations and objectives, with strategies to achieve them.  Prepared with 

wide community consultation, the Plan recognises the value of cultural heritage with specific 

mention of retaining and preserving the character, history and heritage of the Shire. (p.22)  The 

community consultation process identified a number of heritage related objectives such as 

managing, embracing and promoting the built and natural environment, with specific reference 

to the upgrade and sustainable use of the Railway Station, the refurbishment of the Town Hall, 

the preservation of historic cemeteries and the enhancement of interpretive signage. (pp. 9-13).  

Key Strategies and Actions related to heritage have been formulated for the period 2021 to 

2025 as follows: 

Strategy 1.2 Foster and grow tourism 

Action 1.2.3 Upgrade railway and museum precincts to improve tourist experiences and 

foster business development. 

Action 1.2.4 Increase promotion of history and heritage. 

Strategy 3.3 Retaining and promoting character, history and heritage of the Shire by 

promoting the layers of history (Geological, Indigenous and European) to 

encourage visitors to stay a while in the towns and the region. 

Action 3.3.1 Review, update or refurbish the museum and upgrade historical sites within 

the Shire’s capacity and affordability and include all layers of heritage groups 

in planning the precincts. 

Action 3.3.2 Make better use of the Railway Station precinct to promote history and 

heritage while creating potential job or volunteering opportunities. 

Strategy 3.5 Refurbish the cemetery and improve the amenities at the sites in Yalgoo 

and Paynes Find. 

Action 3.5.1 Ensure graves are numbered and mapped. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph: Paynes Find Cemetery 
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Photograph: Wiregaminda Outcamp, Bunnawarra Station, Yalgoo-Morawa Road 

ACTIONS 

→ Establish a digital and/or physical Heritage Resource Centre for the local and wider 

community to access a range of heritage information. 

→ Consider a budget allocation to enlist the services of a Heritage Adviser to provide advice 

and assistance on a range of heritage issues within the Shire. 

→ Establish and maintain a close working relationship with heritage agencies and 

organisations. 

→ Include ‘Heritage’ as part of Shire staff and Councillor training, with options including 

attendance at the annual DPLH Heritage Seminars and an induction workshop facilitated 

by the Heritage Adviser. 

→ Encourage good communication and working relationships with heritage agencies and 

organisations. 

→ Investigate existing communication channels for opportunities to educate the community 

about heritage. 

→ Ensure that the future review of the Shire of Yalgoo Strategic Community Plan continues 

to acknowledge the important role of heritage. 
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8.0 HERITAGE TOURISM 

An effective way of engaging both the local community and the wider public with heritage is through 

the enhancement, interpretation and promotion of special heritage places.   

8.1 Heritage Trails: 

One way of encouraging visitation and lengthier stays in the area is via the establishment of 

heritage trails; a combination of walk trails and drive trails appealing to different needs and 

interests.  The Shire of Yalgoo currently has a Town Heritage Trail which consists of 31 places 

around the town with interpretive signage explaining the background of each site.  This signage 

was recently updated and is in good condition (see below).   

In addition the Shire of Yalgoo collaborated with other local governments in the district on the 

Gascoyne Murchison Outback Pathways, with six sites in the Yalgoo area featuring in the 

Miner’s Pathway, including the Paynes Find State Battery, the Field’s Find Cemetery and Jokers 

Tunnel.  The MidWest Tourism Development Strategy (2014) noted that “The Outback Pathways 

(GMOP) is poorly maintained and attracting low patronage”(p.29), recommending that periodic 

maintenance is required to ensure the GMOP remains relevant to travellers.  The poor 

condition of the Outback Pathways signage was noted by the consultants during the field trip, 

including a visit to Joker’s Tunnel where the sign was faded and scratched (see below).  

Furthermore, given the remoteness of some of the locations it is essential that directional 

signage be maintained in good order for reasons of visitor safety and duty of care. 

The region-wide Monsignor Hawes Drive Trail extends eastwards from Geraldton and Mullewa 

to Yalgoo, where the Dominican Convent Chapel of St Hyacinth has one of the distinctive metal 

plinth style signs adorning the site (see below).  Both the Chapel and Melangata Station 

Homestead are promoted through the Monsignor Hawes web site (www.monsignorhawes.com) 

and the Monsignor Hawes Heritage Centre in Geraldton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.monsignorhawes.com/
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The Murchison GeoRegion, a geotourism self-drive trail, connects 21 key geological sites across 

seven Murchison local government areas, including the Paynes Find State Battery, Joker’s 

Tunnel and the Dalgaranga Crater within the Shire of Yalgoo.  By downloading the Murchison 

GeoRegion app on their smartphone, visitors can explore the unique and ancient landscape of 

this subregion.   

 

Meanwhile a regional tourism strategy is in development and will no doubt harness significant 

built heritage as essential attractions, including Yalgoo’s heritage assets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph: Paynes Find State Battery  Photograph: Joker’s Tunnel 

 

8.2 Signage Audit: 

Heritage Trail signs and individual signage must be regularly inspected for evidence of graffiti, 

damage, deterioration and loss with cleaning and/or replacement of individual signs actioned 

when necessary and the upgrade of the entire network of signs when needed.  To this end the 

establishment of a signage audit of all directional and informational signs provides for a 

practical way of managing regular maintenance and upgrades.  The accurate location and 

monitoring of the condition of all signage associated with the heritage trails and individual 

heritage places should form part of an annual maintenance plan by the Shire. 

   

8.3 Value Adding:  

With the Town Heritage Trail already established, Yalgoo should turn its attention to short-loop 

drive trails with half and full day itinerary options which can feature a range of diverse 

attractions including built heritage places.  One of the areas highlighted for further 

development in the MidWest Tourism Development Strategy (2014) is Pastoral Heritage 

Tourism including Station Stays.  To this end the Shire is encouraged to promote the State 

Registered and Monsignor Hawes designed Melangata Station Homestead as a destination.  In 

addition the Shire can actively work with the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation & 

Attractions (Parks and Wildlife Service) to enhance visitation to, and the facilities and 

interpretation of, the former pastoral leases in the Rangelands including the State Registered 

Noongal Homestead Group, Thundelarra Station and the locally heritage listed Barnong Station 

Homestead. 

  



Shire of Yalgoo Built Heritage Strategy Page 21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph Above: Noongal Station Homestead 

 

 

 

                                                                                Photograph at Left: Melangata Homestead 

 

Interpretation of heritage places is constantly evolving as new technological advances are 

introduced.  In some cases, and where smart phones have mobile reception, it may be an 

option to value-add to the static Town Heritage Trail signage with digital applications, such as 

QR Codes and augmented reality, to enhance the visitor experience and understanding of 

heritage places.  Furthermore the world-wide Geocaching phenomenon attracts a wide range of 

visitors on an international ‘treasure hunt’ and affords the participant the opportunity to delve 

into a deeper level of interpretation of sites if they so wish while pursuing a fun outdoor 

recreational activity.  

 

The towns of the Murchison have been criticised for sharing a ‘tourism monoculture’, offering a 

‘sameness’ of visitor experiences. (MidWest Tourism Development Strategy (2014) p.29)  

Consequently it was recommended that individual towns focus on and promote their unique 

features.  Yalgoo is notable for its rail heritage centred around the Yalgoo Railway Station Fmr 

with associated railway sites in close proximity.  The Murchison Region has sadly lost much of 

its rail heritage.  Cue is the only other town in the Murchison to retain its original railway station 

but it lacks the precinctual elements and qualities that Yalgoo enjoys.  As such it is suggested 

that the Shire of Yalgoo investigate ways to develop and promote a Rail Heritage Experience.  

To this end it should be noted that the Yalgoo Railway Precinct Revitalisation Plan, Jan 2020, 

reflects that the history of the railway precinct in Yalgoo is “underutilized” and has an 

“abandoned” appearance about it (pp.6-8).  The Plan outlines a series of recommendations to 

develop the Railway Station and its immediate surrounds in order to activate it and encourage 

visitation.  These recommendations are consistent with conservation objectives whereby a 

heritage building is more likely to be conserved into the future if it has a sustainable use.  

However it is important to remember that, given the place is entered in the State Register of 

Heritage Places, any proposed development must be referred to the Heritage Council of WA for 

their consideration.  Further any plans for landscaping around the building should ensure 

reticulation is well removed from the stone walls to minimise the impacts of rising damp.     
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Photograph: Yalgoo Railway Dam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTIONS 

→ Maintain, upgrade and expand, as required, the Shire’s heritage trail network.   

→ Establish a signage audit to manage the maintenance of all existing signage associated 

with heritage trails and heritage places.  

→ Investigate new and fresh approaches to the interpretation of heritage places. 

→ Establish a close partnership with the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation & 

Attractions to encourage the conservation, interpretation and promotion of the built 

heritage of the former pastoral leases in the Rangelands. 

→ Focus on Yalgoo’s rich railway heritage as an integral point of difference to the other 

Shires of the Murchison Region to create a unique visitor attraction and experience. 

→ Continue to support regional tourism initiatives, such as the preparation and 

implementation of a Regional Tourism Strategy, and ensure Yalgoo’s natural, geological 

and cultural heritage places feature as an essential component of such projects. 
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9.0 ADOPTION, IMPLEMENTATION AND REVIEW OF 

THE HERITAGE STRATEGY 

The Shire of Yalgoo Built Heritage Strategy 2022 should be adopted by Council to ensure that the 

recommendations described are implemented.   

Sufficient allocation of resources should be directed to the implementation of the Strategy, inclusive 

of maintaining current allocations for heritage places and projects and making provision for future 

investment.   

The Shire of Yalgoo Built Heritage Strategy should be reviewed in line with the review of the Local 

Heritage Survey (MI), to monitor progress, to ensure that actions are undertaken according to the 

priorities and to set new priorities for the future.  Ideally the review of both documents should occur 

within a timeframe no greater than every ten (10) years.  The review process will help to ensure the 

Strategy remains a current and effective strategic tool for the Shire to help it protect, conserve and 

manage its heritage. 

A Heritage Strategy Progress Report has been included in Section 10 to summarise the 

recommended actions, to prioritise each item with a suggested timeframe and to record when an 

activity is commenced as well as when an activity has been completed.  This should be regarded as a 

useful, working document. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photograph: Yalgoo Western Entry Statement 

ACTIONS 

→ Council to adopt the reviewed and updated Shire of Yalgoo Built Heritage Strategy 2022. 

→ Assess, prioritise and actively implement the recommendations of the Heritage Strategy. 

→ Initiate the review of the Heritage Strategy within 10 years (by 2032). 
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Appendix 1 Local Heritage Surveys as referred to in the Heritage Act 2018: 

Part 8 Sections 102 to 105 

 

Part 8 – Local heritage surveys 

102. Term used: local heritage survey 

 In this part – 

 local heritage survey means a survey prepared under section 103(1). 

 

103. Local heritage survey 

(1) A local government must prepare a survey of places in its district that in its opinion are, or may 

become, of cultural heritage significance. 

(2) In preparing, or reviewing and updating, a local heritage survey, a local government must have regard 

to –  

(a) the purposes set out in section 104; and 

(b) guidelines published under section 105.  

(3) Nothing in subsection (2) –  

(a) derogates from the duty of the local government to exercise its discretion in a particular case; or 

(b) precludes the local government from taking into account matters not set out in guidelines. 

(4) After preparing a local heritage survey, or reviewing and updating, a local heritage survey, a local 

government must –  

(a) provide the Council with a copy of the local heritage survey; and 

(b) make the local heritage survey available to the public. 

  

104. Purposes of local heritage survey 

 The purposes of a local heritage survey by a local government include –  

(a) identifying and recording places that are, or may become, of cultural heritage significance in its 

district; and 

(b) assisting the local government in making and implementing decisions that are in harmony with 

cultural heritage values; and 

(c) providing a cultural and historical record of its district; and 

(d) providing an accessible public record of places of cultural heritage significance to its district; and 

(e) assisting the local government in preparing a heritage list or list of heritage areas under a local 

planning scheme. 

 

105. Guidelines for local heritage surveys 

(1) The Council must issue guidelines about the preparation, review and periodic updating of 

local heritage surveys, including guidelines about the following –  

  (a) criteria for the inclusion of place in the survey; 

  (b) assessment processes; 

  (c) processes for consultation with interested parties and with the public; 

(d) processes for reviewing and updating the survey, and the frequency of reviews; 

  (e) processes and mechanisms for making surveys available to the public; 

  (f) any other matter Council considers appropriate. 
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Appendix 2      Shire of Yalgoo Local Planning Scheme No. 2, 5 October 2011 

The following extracts have been taken from the Shire of Yalgoo Local Planning Scheme No. 2 and relate to 

how heritage matters are to be dealt with under the Scheme within the Yalgoo Local Government Area. 

PART 7 – HERITAGE PROTECTION 

 

7.1 Heritage List 

7.1.1 The local government is to establish and maintain a Heritage List to identify those places 

within the Scheme area which are of cultural heritage significance and worthy of 

conservation under the provisions of the Scheme, together with a description of each place 

and the reasons for its entry. 

7.1.2 In the preparation of the Heritage List the local government is to – 

a) have regard to the municipal inventory prepared by the local government under 

section 45 of the Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990; and 

b) include on the Heritage List such of the entries on the municipal inventory as it 

considers to be appropriate. 

7.1.3 In considering a proposal to include a place on the Heritage List the local government is to – 

a) notify in writing the owner and occupier of the place and provide them with a copy 

of the description proposed to be used under clause 7.1.1 and the reasons for the 

proposed entry; 

b) invite submissions on the proposal from the owner and occupier of the place within 

21 days of the day the notice is served; 

  c) carry out such other consultations as it thinks fit; and 

d) consider any submissions made and resolve to enter the place on the Heritage List 

with or without modification or reject the proposal after consideration of the 

submissions. 

7.1.4 Where a place is included on the Heritage List, the local government is to give notice of the 

inclusion to the Commission, the Heritage Council of Western Australia and to the owner and 

occupier of the place. 

7.1.5 The local government is to keep a copy of the Heritage List with the Scheme documents for 

public inspection. 

7.1.6 The local government may remove or modify the entry of a place on the Heritage List by 

following the procedures set out in clause 7.1.3. 

Notes: 1. The purpose and intent of the heritage provisions are – 

a) to facilitate the conservation of places of heritage value; and 

b) to ensure as far as possible that development occurs with due regard to 

heritage values. 

2. A “place” is defined in Schedule 1 and may include works, buildings and contents of 

buildings. 

7.2 Designation of a heritage area 

7.2.1 If, in the opinion of the local government, special planning control is needed to conserve and 

enhance the cultural heritage significance and character of an area, the local government 

may, by resolution, designate that area as a heritage area. 

7.2.2 The local government is to – 

  a) adopt for each heritage area a Local Planning Policy which is to comprise –  

   (i) a map showing the boundaries of the heritage area; 

   (ii) a record of places of heritage significance; and 

   (iii) objectives and guidelines for the conservation of the heritage area;  
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b) keep a copy of the Local Planning Policy for any designated heritage area with the 

Scheme documents for public inspection. 

7.2.3 If a local government proposes to designate an area as a heritage area, the local government 

is to –  

a) notify in writing each owner of land affected by the proposed designation and 

provide the owner with a copy of the proposed Local Planning Policy for the 

heritage area; 

  b) advertise the proposal by –  

(i) publishing a notice of the proposed designation once a week for 2 

consecutive weeks in a newspaper circulating in the Scheme area; 

(ii) erecting a sign giving notice of the proposed designation in a prominent 

location in the area that would be affected by the designation; and 

(iii) such other methods as the local government considers appropriate to 

ensure widespread notice of the proposal; 

and 

c) carry out such other consultation as the local government considers appropriate. 

7.2.4 Notice of a proposal under clause 7.2.3(b) is to specify –  

  a) the area subject of the proposed designation; 

b) where the proposed Local Planning Policy which will apply to the proposed heritage 

area may be inspected; and 

c) in what form and in what period (being not less than 21 days from the day the 

notice is published or the sign is erected, as the case requires) submissions may be 

made. 

7.2.5 After the expiry of the period within which submissions may be made, the local government 

is to – 

  a) review the proposed designation in the light of any submissions made; and 

b) resolve to adopt the designation with or without modification, or not to proceed 

with the designation. 

7.2.6 If the local government resolves to adopt the designation, the local government is to forward 

a copy of the designation to the Heritage Council of Western Australia, the Commission and 

each owner of land affected by the designation. 

7.2.7 The local government may modify or revoke a designation of a heritage area. 

7.2.8 Clauses 7.2.3 to 7.2.6 apply, with any necessary changes, to the amendment of a designation 

of a heritage area. 

7.3 Heritage agreements 

 The local government may, in accordance with the Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990, enter into 

a heritage agreement with an owner or occupier of land or a building for the purpose of binding the 

land or affecting the use of the land or building insofar as the interest of that owner or occupier 

permits. 

Note:     1. A heritage agreement may include a covenant intended to run with the land relating 

to the development or use of the land or any part of the land. 

2. Detailed provisions relating to heritage agreements are set out in the Heritage of 

Western Australia Act 1990. 

7.4 Heritage assessment 

Despite any existing assessment on record, the local government may require a heritage assessment 

to be carried out prior to the approval of any development proposed in a heritage area or in respect 

of a heritage place listed on the Heritage List. 

7.5 Variations to Scheme provisions for a heritage place or heritage area 

 Where desirable to –  
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a) facilitate the conservation of a heritage place entered in the Register of Places under the Heritage 

of Western Australia Act 1990 or listed in the Heritage List under clause 7.1.1; or 

b) enhance or preserve heritage values in a heritage area designated under clause 7.2.1, 

The local government may vary any site or development requirement specified in the Scheme or the 

Residential Design Codes by following the procedures set out in clause 5.5.2. 
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Appendix 3 Individual Heritage Place Records 

3.1 Yalgoo Courthouse Fmr 

3.2 Yalgoo Gaol Fmr 

3.3 Emerald Hotel Ruins 

3.4 Dominican Convent Chapel of St Hyacinth 

3.5 Holy Trinity Anglican Church 

3.6 Grave Sites (Henty Street) 

3.7 Yalgoo Railway Station Fmr 

3.8 Railway Water Tank 

3.9 Railway Dams Fmr 

3.10 Yalgoo Shire Hall 

3.11 Yalgoo Cemetery 

3.12 Fields Find Cemetery 

3.13 Paynes Find Cemetery 

3.14 Gullewa Cemetery 
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3.1 Yalgoo Courthouse Fmr 

Address 

Reserve 32856, Lot 183 on Deposited Plan 180750, No. 3 Museum Court, YALGOO, 6635 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proprietor    Responsible Agency  Management Order  

State of Western Australia   DPLH    Shire of Yalgoo 

 

Heritage Listings  

Shire of Yalgoo Municipal Inventory of Heritage Places - Place No. 1, Management Category 1 

State Register of Heritage Places – P2770, Permanent Entry – 1/4/2011 

 

Conservation Plan   Condition   Current Use 

No     Fair    Museum 

 

Shire of Yalgoo Local Planning Scheme No. 2 

Local Scheme Zone – Civic and Cultural 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

Conservation Works: 

• Appoint a Heritage Architect to prepare a Conservation Management Plan (CMP) for the precinct.  

Implement the recommendations arising from the CMP in the Schedule of Works, commencing with 

the most urgent items. 

• Site visit on 28 April 2022 noted unsympathetic square guttering and downpipes, flaking paint to 

timber posts, 4 metal verandah poles to west elevation, downpipe to south east corner unfixed. 

Existing Signage: 

• Multiple signs on the site, including the freestanding Town Heritage Trail sign, a sign affixed to the 

front façade and a Heritage Council of WA plaque adjacent to the entry gates. 

Museum:  

• Appoint a Consultant to prepare a Significance Assessment of the Museum Collection and a Collection 

Management Plan and Policy. 

• Consider accepting and budgeting for digitising elements of the Museum Collection as previously 

offered by Trudi Cornish, Manager of Geraldton Regional Library.   
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Shire of Yalgoo Strategic Community Plan 2021-2031:  

Action 1.2.3 Upgrade railway and museum precincts to improve tourist experiences and foster business 

development. 

Action 3.3.1 Review, update or refurbish the museum and upgrade historical sites within the Shire’s 

capacity and affordability and include all layers of heritage groups in planning the precincts. 
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3.2 Yalgoo Gaol Fmr 

Address 

Reserve 32856, Lot 183 on Deposited Plan 180750, No. 3 Museum Court, YALGOO, 6635 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proprietor    Responsible Agency  Management Order  

State of Western Australia   DPLH    Shire of Yalgoo 

 

Heritage Listings  

Shire of Yalgoo Municipal Inventory of Heritage Places - Place No. 2, Management Category 2 

State Register of Heritage Places – P2770, Permanent Entry – 1/4/2011 

 

Conservation Plan   Condition   Current Use 

No     Fair    Museum 

 

Shire of Yalgoo Local Planning Scheme No. 2 

Local Scheme Zone – Civic and Cultural 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

Conservation Works: 

• Appoint a Heritage Architect to prepare a Conservation Management Plan (CMP) for the precinct.  

Implement the recommendations arising from the CMP in the Schedule of Works, commencing with 

the most urgent items. 

• Site visit on 28 April 2022 noted some flaking paint to timberwork and interior metal walls, loose 

ceiling vent and loose metal wall sheeting to the exercise yard at the rear. 

Existing Signage: 

• Two freestanding signs are located in front of the building; one associated with the Town Heritage 

Trail and another which is very faded. 

• Interpretive signage should reflect the relocation of this building from its original site at the rear of 

the old Police Station & Residence, 45 Gibbons Street, Yalgoo. 

Museum:  

• As per the Yalgoo Courthouse Fmr. 
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3.3 Emerald Hotel Ruins 

Address 

Lot 190 on Deposited Plan 185110, No. 33 Henty Street, YALGOO, 6635 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proprietor    Responsible Agency  Management Order  

State of Western Australia   DPLH    Shire of Yalgoo 

 

Heritage Listings 

Shire of Yalgoo Municipal Inventory of Heritage Places - Place No. 5, Management Category 2 

 

Conservation Plan   Condition   Current Use 

No     Poor    Historic Site 

 

Shire of Yalgoo Local Planning Scheme No. 2 

Local Scheme Zone – Civic and Cultural 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

Conservation/Stabilisation Works:  

• Vegetation should be removed from around the foundations and stone ruins to better reveal the site 

and prevent any damage to the remnant foundations from roots and branches.    

• Site visit on 28 April 2022 noted rapid deterioration of stone ruins since previous inspection.  The 

whole site along the dirt track extending southwards from Henty Street to the ruins would benefit 

from a general clean-up. 

Existing Signage: 

• The place is included on the Town Heritage Trail with signage addressing Henty Street. 
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3.4 Dominican Convent Chapel of St Hyacinth 

Address 

Reserve 33166, Lot 30 on Deposited Plan 180896, No. 48 Henty Street, YALGOO, 6635 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Proprietor    Responsible Agency  Management Order  

State of Western Australia   DPLH    Shire of Yalgoo 

 

Heritage Listings 

Shire of Yalgoo Municipal Inventory - Place No. 9, Management Category 1 

State Register of Heritage Places – P2776, Permanent Entry – 11/12/1998 

 

Conservation Plan 

Kornweibel, R. & Ian Molyneux Architects, “Convent Chapel of St Hyacinth, Yalgoo an assessment of the 

cultural significance and a conservation plan for the Shire of Yalgoo, Western Australia”, 1998. 

 

Condition    Current Use 

Fair     Chapel/Historic Site 

 

Shire of Yalgoo Local Planning Scheme No. 2 

Local Scheme Zone – Civic and Cultural 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

Conservation/Stabilisation Works:  

• The current Conservation Management Plan (1998) should be reviewed urgently with special 

attention afforded to updating the Schedule of Works.  Implement the recommendations arising from 

the CMP in the Schedule of Works, commencing with the most urgent items. 

• Site visit on 28 April 2022 noted damage to southern timber shutter, flaking paint to external 

weatherboards and bowing of internal weatherboards to tower, tower door unable to close, internal 

crack to south west corner and fretting mortar to adjacent lower chimney remnants. 

Existing Signage: 

• Multiple signs on the site, including two freestanding Town Heritage Trail signs within the fenced 

area, a regional Monsignor Hawes Heritage Trail signature sign located outside of the fenced area and 

a Heritage Council of WA plaque located adjacent to the entry gate; all addressing Henty Street. 
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3.5 Holy Trinity Anglican Church 
 

Address 

Lots 32 & 33 on Deposited Plan 223238, Nos. 9-11 Selwyn Street, YALGOO, 6635 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proprietor 

Shire of Yalgoo 

 

Heritage Listings 

Shire of Yalgoo Municipal Inventory - Place No. 10, Management Category 3 

 

Conservation Plan 

Gray, L., “Conservation Management Plan for Anglican Church of the Holy Trinity (fmr), Yalgoo”, for the Shire 

of Yalgoo, March 2011. 

 

Condition    Current Use 

Poor     Church/Historic Site 

 

Shire of Yalgoo Local Planning Scheme No. 2 

Local Scheme Zone – Residential, R10, SCA 2 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

Conservation/Stabilisation Works:  

• The Schedule of Works contained in the current Conservation Plan (2011) should be reviewed to 

confirm urgent stabilisation works required to prevent further deterioration.  Implement the 

recommendations of the Conservation Plan, commencing with prioritised works. 

• Explore opportunity for a TAFE carpentry course or a MEEDAC collaboration training/work venture. 

• Site visit on 29 April 2022 noted that the perimeter fence has been compromised and needs to be 

secured.  All openings (3 doors and 10 windows) need to be secured to prevent access and further 

deterioration via vandalism or weathering.  Remove vegetation from around the building. 

Existing Signage: 

• The place is included on the Town Heritage Trail with signage located within the perimeter fence 

addressing Selwyn Street.  There is also a Heritage Council of WA plaque located directly in front of 

the entry porch. 
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3.6 Grave Sites (Henty Street) 

Address 

Town Common, Lot 189, Henty Street, YALGOO, 6635 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heritage Listings  

Shire of Yalgoo Municipal Inventory - Place No. 11, Management Category 3 

 

Conservation Plan   Condition   Current Use 

No     Fair    Historic Site 

 

Shire of Yalgoo Local Planning Scheme No. 2 

Local Scheme Zone – Recreation 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

Conservation/Stabilisation Works:  

• Remove any invasive vegetation and undertake any required repairs to the perimeter fence as part of 

annual maintenance of the site. 

• Site visit on 29 April 2022 noted that individual graves could be more clearly defined with rock 

surrounds and, if known, marked with a grave marker identifying who is buried there. 

Existing Signage: 

• The place is included on the Town Heritage Trail with signage located at the far western end of Henty 

Street. 

Shire of Yalgoo Strategic Community Plan 2021-2031:  

Strategy 3.5 Refurbish the cemetery and improve the amenities at the sites in Yalgoo and Paynes Find. 

Action 3.5.1 Ensure graves are numbered and mapped. 
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3.7 Yalgoo Railway Station Fmr 
 

Address 

Lot 219 on Deposited Plan 40823, No. 34 Piesse Street, YALGOO, 6635 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proprietor 

Shire of Yalgoo 

 

Heritage Listings 

Shire of Yalgoo Municipal Inventory - Place No. 12, Management Category 1 

State Register of Heritage Places – P2778, Permanent Entry – 11/12/1998 

 

Conservation Plan & Other Heritage Reports 

Taylor, J., “Conservation plan for the Yalgoo Railway Station (former), Yalgoo, Western Australia”, prepared for 

the Shire of Yalgoo, 1997. 

Eastman, Poletti, Sherwood Architects, “Yalgoo Railway Station Proposed Restoration Works”, prepared for 

the Shire of Yalgoo, 2011. 

 

Condition    Current Use 

Fair     Sporting & Community Use 

 

Shire of Yalgoo Local Planning Scheme No. 2 

Local Scheme Zone – Commercial 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

Conservation/Stabilisation Works:  

• The current Conservation Management Plan (John Taylor, 1997) should be reviewed.  Implement the 

recommendations arising from the CMP in the Schedule of Works, commencing with the most urgent 

items. 

• The recommendations of the Proposed Restoration Works report (Bruce Sherwood, 2011) should be 

updated and implemented. 
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• Site visit on 29 April 2022 noted that the roof cladding and guttering appeared sound but some down 

pipes require attention.  Previous evidence of rising damp in stone walls is evident with lower walls 

clad with sheeting, drainage channel around perimeter and some cement rich patching.  Some 

cracking to concrete verandah post bases, some missing verandah post decorative trim and some 

flaking paint to woodwork.  Internally smashed window (west façade), missing door architraves to 

main hall and evidence of doors being jimmied. 

Existing Signage: 

• The place is included on the Town Heritage Trail with signage located at the eastern end of the 

building addressing Piesse Street.  

Shire of Yalgoo Strategic Community Plan 2021-2031:  

Action 1.2.3 Upgrade railway and museum precincts to improve tourist experiences and foster business 

development. 

Action 3.3.2 Make better use of the Railway Station precinct to promote history and heritage while 

creating potential job or volunteering opportunities. 

Opportunities: 

• Yalgoo has an opportunity to harness its rich and intact railway heritage centred around the Railway 

Station and promote it as a unique point of difference from other Murchison local governments. 
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3.8 Railway Water Tank  

Address 

Lot 501 on Deposited Plan 72874, South side of Piesse Street & east of Badja Woolshed Road, YALGOO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Proprietor 

State of Western Australia 

 

Heritage Listings 

Shire of Yalgoo Municipal Inventory - Place No. 13, Management Category 3 

State Register of Heritage Places – P2778, Permanent Entry – 11/12/1998 

 

Conservation Plan   Condition   Current Use 

No     Fair    Historic Site 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

Conservation/Stabilisation Works:  

• Encourage DPLH to appoint a Heritage Architect to prepare a prioritised Schedule of Works and 

implement the recommendations, commencing with the most urgent items. 

• Shire to continue to monitor the condition of the place and undertake any minor maintenance of the 

site including keeping invasive vegetation clear of the perimeter of the structure to prevent any 

deterioration. 

• Site visit on 29 April 2022 noted metal door to east elevation off hinges and laying on ground nearby, 

stonework requires some attention with some cement rich patching. Interior needs clearing of 

rubbish and debris, especially if public access is to continue. 

Existing Signage: 

• The place is included on the Town Heritage Trail with signage located immediately adjacent to the 

structure addressing Piesse Street. 

Ownership/Management: 

• Given the significance of the place and the value of railway heritage to the Shire it is recommended 

that the structure be maintained into the future.  As such the Shire should work in collaboration with 

the State (via DPLH) or investigate options for taking on the Management Order for the property. 
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3.9 Railway Dams Fmr 

Address 

Lot 135 on Deposited Plan 83213, East of Yalgoo Townsite and north of Geraldton-Mount Magnet Road, 

YALGOO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proprietor    Responsible Agency  Management Order  

State of Western Australia   DPLH    Shire of Yalgoo 

 

Heritage Listings 

State Register of Heritage Places – P2778, Permanent Entry – 11/12/1998 

 

Conservation Plan    Condition   Use 

No     Good    Historic Site 

 

Shire of Yalgoo Local Planning Scheme No. 2 

Local Scheme Zone – Public Purposes: Railway Purposes Reservoir 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

Local Heritage Survey (MI):  

• Include in the Local Heritage Survey (MI) during the review process. 

Conservation/Stabilisation Works:  

• Keep invasive vegetation clear of the perimeter of the concrete dam and related structures to prevent 

any deterioration of the built fabric. 

• Site visit on 29 April 2022 noted some rubbish and debris in the dams and around the site generally. 

Existing Signage: 

• No signage was observed.  If the Shire want to encourage visitation to the dams it is recommended 

that some directional signage be installed from the town’s eastern boundary. 

Opportunities: 

• This is a fascinating site with shady areas of vegetation around both dams attracting considerable 

birdlife, especially when the dams have water in them.  The area would lend itself to a nature/botanic 

walk which identifies local birdlife, vegetation with an option to include indigenous bush tucker and 

medicinal use of flora, as well as telling the story of the railway dams and their association with the 

nearby Yalgoo Railway Precinct.  Local wildflower seeds could be spread throughout the area to 

enhance its visual appeal and encourage visitation. 
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3.10  Yalgoo Community Hall 

Address 

Lots 14 & 15 on Deposited Plan 223238, Nos. 5-7, Shamrock Road, YALGOO, 6635 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proprietor 

Shire of Yalgoo 

 

Heritage Listings 

None 

 

Conservation Plan   Condition   Current Use 

No     Fair    Community Hall 

 

Shire of Yalgoo Local Planning Scheme No. 2 

Local Scheme Zone – Civic and Cultural 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

Local Heritage Survey (MI):  

• Include in the Local Heritage Survey (MI) during the review process. 

Conservation/Stabilisation Works:  

• Reactivation of the building should ensure that original built features, such as the glazed timber doors 

accessing the main hall, are retained as important character elements. 

• Site visit on 29 April 2022 noted damage to the gable end addressing Shamrock Road with a large hole 

evident, which should be repaired urgently to prevent water ingress. 

Existing Signage: 

• The place is included on the Town Heritage Trail but no signage was noted. 

Opportunities: 

• The place affords versatile interior spaces for a wide variety of reuse options.  The large hall with its 

original timber floors and stage area together with smaller adjacent rooms and kitchen facilities 

provide for a range of opportunities and community usages.  
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3.11  Yalgoo Cemetery 

Address 

Reserve 3452, West of Yalgoo Townsite and north of Geraldton-Mount Magnet Road, YALGOO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proprietor    Responsible Agency    

State of Western Australia   DPLH     

 

Heritage Listings:  

None 

 

Conservation Plan   Condition   Current Use 

No     Good    Cemetery 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

Local Heritage Survey (MI):  

• Include in the Local Heritage Survey (MI) during the review process. 

Conservation/Stabilisation Works:  

• Remove invasive vegetation from around historic graves. 

• Initiate repairs to any fragile headstones and grave surrounds, enlisting expert advice to guide the 

process. 

• Consider ground penetrating radar to locate any unmarked historic graves. Consider marking 

unmarked graves with a grave marker. 

• Site visit on 29 April 2022 noted that the cemetery as a whole would benefit from a general clean-up 

and the reinstatement of several grave markers which have been dislodged. 

Existing Signage: 

• Signage on wall of shelter near entrance. 

Shire of Yalgoo Strategic Community Plan 2021-2031: 

Strategy 3.5 Refurbish the cemetery and improve the amenities at the sites in Yalgoo and Paynes Find. 

Action 3.5.1 Ensure graves are numbered and mapped. 
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3.12  Fields Find Cemetery 

Address 

South side of Paynes Find-Thundelarra Road and immediately west of Old Warriedar Road, 40kms from Paynes 

Find 

 

GPS Coordinates  

S 29◦ 2’ 32”, E 117◦ 15’ 17” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heritage Listings 

None 

 

Conservation Plan   Condition   Current Use 

No     Fair    Historic Cemetery 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

Local Heritage Survey (MI):  

• Include in the Local Heritage Survey (MI) during the review process. 

Conservation/Stabilisation Works:  

• Remove invasive vegetation from around historic graves and perimeter bollards. 

• Initiate repairs to any fragile headstones and grave surrounds, enlisting expert advice to guide the 

process. 

• Fencing the site may afford it more protection than the existing timber bollards. 

• Consider ground penetrating radar to locate any unmarked historic graves. Consider marking 

unmarked graves with a grave marker. 

• Site visit on 30 April 2022 noted that there was potential for subsidence of the main historic grave 

due to a lizard burrow.  

Existing Signage: 

• Place is included on the Outback Pathways – Miner’s Pathway Trail with directional sign at side of 

road.  The main interpretive sign is very faded due to sun damage and its north facing orientation.  

Similarly the poppet head symbol on the adjacent place name sign has faded. 

Shire of Yalgoo Strategic Community Plan 2021-2031: 

Strategy 3.5 Refurbish the cemetery and improve the amenities at the sites in Yalgoo and Paynes Find. 

Action 3.5.1 Ensure graves are numbered and mapped. 
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3.13  Paynes Find Cemetery 

Address 

Entrance is on south side of Maranalgo Road, near the intersection of Great Northern Highway, Paynes Find 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heritage Listings 

None 

 

Conservation Plan   Condition   Current Use 

No     Fair    Historic Cemetery 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

Local Heritage Survey (MI):  

• Include in the Local Heritage Survey (MI) during the review process. 

Conservation/Stabilisation Works:  

• Remove invasive vegetation from around historic graves and repair perimeter fence. 

• Initiate repairs to any fragile headstones and grave surrounds, enlisting expert advice to guide the 

process. 

• Consider ground penetrating radar to locate any unmarked historic graves.  Consider marking 

unmarked graves with grave marker. 

• Site visit on 30 April 2022 noted that the site would benefit from the removal of invasive vegetation 

impacting on graves as well as the clearer demarcation of some graves.  Maintenance required on 

perimeter fence. 

Existing Signage: 

• No interpretive signage of the site was noted.  Directional sign off Maranalgo Road, but a further 

directional sign would help with locating the site due to several tracks in vicinity. 

Shire of Yalgoo Strategic Community Plan 2021-2031: 

Strategy 3.5 Refurbish the cemetery and improve the amenities at the sites in Yalgoo and Paynes Find. 

Action 3.5.1 Ensure graves are numbered and mapped. 
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3.14  Gullewa Cemetery 

Address 

Reserve 3911, approximately 80kms south-west of Yalgoo on the Yalgoo-Morawa Road and 4kms south of the 

Barnong-Wurarga turn off on east side of road 

 

GPS Coordinates  

S 28◦ 38’ 54”, E 116◦ 19’ 2” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Heritage Listings 

None 

 

Conservation Plan   Condition   Current Use 

No     Fair    Historic Cemetery 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

Local Heritage Survey (MI):  

• Include in the Local Heritage Survey (MI) during the review process. 

Conservation/Stabilisation Works:  

• Remove invasive vegetation from around historic graves. 

• Initiate repairs to any fragile headstones and grave surrounds, enlisting expert advice to guide the 

process. 

• Site visit on 28 April 2022 noted that the site would benefit from the removal of invasive vegetation 

impacting the general appearance of the site which looks a bit unkempt. 

Existing Signage: 

• Directional sign on west side of road.  Place name sign on east side of road has incorrect spelling of 

‘Cemetery’.  Place is marked by a metal plaque listing the burials as well as individual grave markers as 

installed by volunteers from Outback Graves. 

Shire of Yalgoo Strategic Community Plan 2021-2031: 

Strategy 3.5 Refurbish the cemetery and improve the amenities at the sites in Yalgoo and Paynes Find. 

Action 3.5.1 Ensure graves are numbered and mapped. 

Opportunities: 

• The site has a looped gravel track with ample parking areas and affords the visitor beautiful views to 

the east of the Buddadoo Range.  As such it could make a good stopping point and lookout. 
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Appendix 4: Glossary 

In any specialist field it is sometimes necessary to use terminology that may not be familiar to some 
people.  In addition, some terms and expressions in common usage are interpreted differently by 
different people. Therefore, for the sake of consistency and a common understanding, this glossary 
is provided to clarify the meaning given to the most widely used terms.  
 
Burra Charter – This is a document that outlines the main principles and practices that guide the 
conservation of significant places in Australia.  It was prepared by Australia ICOMOS (International 
Council of Monuments and Sites), and is the widely accepted standard for heritage conservation 
practice in Australia.  Many, but not all, of the terms in this glossary were originally defined in the 
Burra Charter.  
 
Compatible Use – A use which involves no change to the culturally significant fabric, changes which 
are substantially reversible, or changes which require a minimal impact.  
 
Conservation – Means all the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural 
significance.  It includes maintenance and may, according to circumstances, include preservation, 
restoration, reconstruction, adaptation and will commonly be a combination of more than one of 
these.  
 
Conservation Management Plan (CMP or conservation plan) – A document that details how to 
identify and look after the significant cultural values of a place.  Its preparation is a systematic way of 
considering, recording and monitoring actions and decisions relating to all aspects of managing a 
place.  There are guidelines for the preparation of conservation management plans to ensure that all 
important matters are considered; refer to James Semple Kerr’s The Conservation Plan (available as 
a free download from http://australia.icomos.org/publications/the-conservation-plan/).  
 
Cultural Heritage – Something inherited from the past and valued enough today to leave for future 
generations.  This could include buildings, objects, traditions, stories and so on.  
 
Cultural Heritage Significance – Aesthetic, spiritual, historic, scientific or social value for past, 
present or future generations.  
 
Heritage Place – a site, area or building valued for its cultural heritage significance, together with 
associated contents and surrounds.  
 
Heritage Act – The Heritage Act 2018 as amended from time to time.  It is this Act that requires each 

local government to prepare a Local Heritage Survey (Municipal Heritage Inventory).  

 

Heritage Assessment – A systematic assessment that describes a place and its setting and states the 
significant heritage values of the place based on the criteria outlined in the Burra Charter.  It is 
preferable for such assessments to be undertaken by people with relevant experience in this area of 
expertise.  
 
Heritage Impact Statement – A document that evaluates the likely impact of proposed development 
on the significance of a heritage place and its setting, and any conservation areas within which it is 
situated, and outlines measures proposed to mitigate any identified impact.  
 
 

 

http://australia.icomos.org/publications/the-conservation-plan/
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Interpretation - Is ‘a means of communicating ideas and feelings which help people enrich their 

understanding and appreciation of their world, and their role in it’ (Interpretation Australia). 

Effective interpretation allows visitors to gain a greater understanding of a place based upon its 

significance. 

 
Local Heritage Survey (MI) – A list of places that, in the opinion of the Council, reflect the cultural 
heritage of the Shire.  It could be thought of as a list of the community’s heritage assets, and as with 
any other kind of assets, it is first necessary to know what they are before they can be properly 
managed.  The Local Heritage Survey provides no statutory protection; it simply identifies places of 
heritage significance within the local government area.  All or part of the LHS can be included on the 
local government authority’s Heritage List which is incorporated as part of the local planning scheme 
and ensures statutory protection.  
 

Management Category – A designation applied to each place included in the Municipal Heritage 
Inventory that gives guidance as to how the future of that place should be managed by the owner, 
developer and/or Council.  
 
Maintenance – The continuous protective care of the fabric, contents and setting of the place and is 
to be distinguished from repair.  Repair involves restoration or reconstruction.  
 
Precinct – An area defined by the Town Planning Scheme for planning purposes.  
 
Preservation – Maintaining the fabric of the place in its existing state and retarding deterioration.  
 
Reconstruction – Returning a place as nearly as possible to a known earlier state by the introduction 
of materials (old or new).   
 
Restoration – Returning the EXISTING fabric to a known earlier state by removing accretions or by 
reassembling existing components without the introduction of new material.  
 
Significance - Means the importance and meaning we place on a landscape, site, building, object, 
collection or installation in the past, now and in the future.  Significance is not absolute.  It’s about 
value.  Different people value different things at different times in their lives.  Values can be 
personal, family, community, national and/or international. Significance is assessed in terms of:  

• historic values 
• aesthetic values 
• scientific values 
• social values 
• spiritual values  

 
Statement of Significance – A statement that clearly and concisely sets out the significant heritage 
values of a place, based on the criteria set out in the Burra Charter.  
 


