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1. Councillor Calendar 

Updated by: PA   On: 10 September 2012 

 

Day Date/s Event Comment 

Thursday 
20 September 2012 
11.00am  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING Paynes Find  

Wednesday 
26 September 2012 
2.30 – 4.00pm 

REGIONAL ROAD GROUP  (RRG) 
TELECONFERENCE 

Len Terry, Terry Iturbide,  
Sharon Daishe 

Friday 
5 October 2012 
12 – 3pm 

REGIONAL ROAD GROUP  (RRG) 
MEETING 

Geraldton 
Len Terry, Terry Iturbide,  
Sharon Daishe (on leave – apology given) 

TBA 
Tuesday 

9 October 2012 
10.00am 

AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING 
(Date to be confirmed) Yalgoo Council Chambers 

Thursday 
18 October 2012 
9.00am (TBC) 
11.00am  

 
ANNUAL ELECTOR’S MEETING 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

Yalgoo Council Chambers 

Friday  9 November 2012 
Murchison  Country Zone 
Meeting of WALGA  -  
“Cue Parliament” 

Shire of Murchison , Cue 

TBA 
Thursday 

22 November 2012 
9.00am 
11.00am 

ANNUAL ELECTORS MEETING 
(To be confirmed) 
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

Yalgoo Council Chambers 

Thursday 
12 December 2012 
11.00am  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY 
STAFF & COUNCILLOR’S 
CHRISTMAS FUNCTION 

Yalgoo Council Chambers 
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2. Introduction 

Information Bulletin (NB: refer white pages for index and documents) 
The Shire receives an extremely high volume of information every month. 

This document contains information that is of relevance or interest to elected members but will not generally be 
presented for a council decision. 

Local Governments are routinely invited to comment on state level legislative and policy matters. Given our small 
size and limited staff resources, the CEO will not always prepare a response and will base this decision on: 

• Expertise – does the Shire have staff with relevant expertise on the matter? 
• Time & quality – do staff have time to prepare a properly researched agenda paper and 

recommendation? 
• Relevance – how relevant is the outcome of the matter to Shire operations? 
• Impact – what is the likelihood that the time and effort required to prepare a submission will be 

rewarded by real impact on the decision making process? 

If an elected member wishes Council to consider making a decision on a particular matter, the elected member 
should bring the matter to the attention of the CEO or President via a Councillor Information Request to enable the 
CEO to prepare an agenda item and recommendation for Council to consider.  

Alternatively, the elected member may choose to raise the matter by giving notice of motion.  

You will find the Information Bulletin index and documents in the white page section.  

Executive Activity Reports 
Executive activity reports are prepared to inform elected members of progress on Council projects and activities.  

Whilst operational matters should not be discussed at Council meetings, Councillors may wish to ask questions of 
clarification.  

Councillors are encouraged to contact the CEO or relevant staff member to resolve queries before the Council 
meeting.  
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Excerpts from Local Government Act - Roles of Elected Members and Staff 
Excerpts downloaded February 2011 

2.8. Role of mayor or president  

 (1) The mayor or president —  
 (a) presides at meetings in accordance with this Act; 
 (b) provides leadership and guidance to the community in the district; 
 (c) carries out civic and ceremonial duties on behalf of the local government; 
 (d) speaks on behalf of the local government; 
 (e) performs such other functions as are given to the mayor or president by this Act or any other 

written law; and 
 (f) liaises with the CEO on the local government’s affairs and the performance of its functions. 

2.10. Role of councillors 

  A councillor —  
 (a) represents the interests of electors, ratepayers and residents of the district; 
 (b) provides leadership and guidance to the community in the district; 
 (c) facilitates communication between the community and the council; 
 (d) participates in the local government’s decision making processes at council and committee 

meetings; and 
 (e) performs such other functions as are given to a councillor by this Act or any other written law. 

5.41. Functions of CEO 

  The CEO’s functions are to —  
 (a) advise the council in relation to the functions of a local government under this Act and other 

written laws; 
 (b) ensure that advice and information is available to the council so that informed decisions can be 

made; 
 (c) cause council decisions to be implemented; 
 (d) manage the day to day operations of the local government;  
 (e) liaise with the mayor or president on the local government’s affairs and the performance of the 

local government’s functions; 
 (f) speak on behalf of the local government if the mayor or president agrees; 
 (g) be responsible for the employment, management supervision, direction and dismissal of other 

employees (subject to section *5.37(2) in relation to senior employees);  
 (h) ensure that records and documents of the local government are properly kept for the purposes of 

this Act and any other written law; and 
 (i) perform any other function specified or delegated by the local government or imposed under this 

Act or any other written law as a function to be performed by the CEO. 
 
* 5.37 (2) requires the CEO to inform the Council of each proposal to employ or dismiss an employee filling a position that the 
Council has designated under 5.37 (1), currently DCEO, EHO and Works Foreman. This does not apply to a person acting in the 
position for less than a year, or employed in the position for less than 3 months in any 2 year period.  
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3. Reports 

Works and Services 

Works and Services Report August 2012 

Prepared by Ron Adams, Project Executive 

Item Activity this Month Planned for Next Month 
Roads and Streets  Arrange grading for Paynes Find 

 Grading Maranalgo & Sandstone Road 
 Grading Goodingnow Road 
 Grading Yalgoo North Road 

 Grading Yalgoo North Road 
 Grading PF Thundelarra Road 
 Grading Yalgoo Ninghan Road 

Plant and Equipment  Delivery of EWP 
 Ordered new Ride on Mower 

 Delivery of new Dolly 
 Inspection of new water cart 

Parks & Gardens  Water Park Service   

Waste Management  Pushing up of waste   

Infrastructure 
(minor) 

    

Health and Safety   Toolbox meeting with LGIS   

Ranger Services  Dog catching and cat destroying   

Bush Fire Brigade     

Vandalism & Security     

Other     

Major Capital Projects 

FCWP # Project Status/ Comments Activity this reporting period 
BD003 Capital Works Shire Housing    Quotes form Plans 

BD004 Town Sewerage Upgrade     

BD008 Staff Housing Weekes St     

BD009 Refurbish Parks and Gardens Work 
Depot 

 Ordered feature survey 
 2 x offices completed 

  

BD012 Works Depot: Replace Workshop  Ordered feature survey   

CA002 Caravan Park Redevelopment    Install new septics 

OS003 Payne's Find Beautification/Rest 
Area     

OS006 Cemetery: Gazebo, Niche Wall and 
Gates  Ordered Gazebo  Earthworks for gazebo 

RB001 Yalgoo-Morawa Road Seal 4km     

RB002 Yalgoo-Ninghan Road Seal 4km  Tenders & Quotes  Sealing 
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FCWP # Project Status/ Comments Activity this reporting period 

RB003 Yalgoo-Ninghan Road Repair and 
Seal  Quotes  Sealing 

RB004 Yalgoo-Morawa Road resheet and 
form 10km  Prepare 6.7km for seal 

 Sealing 
 Prepare 10km formation & 

drainage 

Use of Authority Delegated to Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 

Delegation Number Details Use in Reporting Period 
3.1 Alteration to Restricted and 
Prohibited Burning Periods  
Bush Fire Control Act 1954 s.17 (7) – 11) 

Joint delegation to CBFCO and 
President 

 

Other Matters 

Paynes Find 
 
Fire Tender Shed- approval from FESA for solar installation for tender & shed, ordered from Sun City Solar 
 
Keys- Followed up with Security & Keys, to attend site 6 weeks ago- as not happened 
 
Solar Pump for tank- to be installed in situ with fire shed 
 
Fire Extinguishers- ordered complete audit and installation, to take place first week of September 
 
Power- arrangements made for electrician to install power points when annual inspection is completed 
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Environmental Health and Building Services 

Environmental Health, Building and Development Report August 2012 

Prepared by William Atyeo, Environment Health and Building Officer 

Building and Planning Applications Status Report 

Activity Report 

Item Activity this Month Planned for Next Month 
Environmental 
Health  

 Follow-up on sewerage problems in GROH houses in 
Stanley Street re what action will occur in regard to the 
failed system at the Teacher units. 
The plumber has stated that he has temporarily fixed 
the system, and the during the school holidays 
(December) major works will be undertaken to revamp 
and modernise the system. 
I also referred the OIC’s house as another example 
requiring action by the Department. 

 Discussions in regard to renovations “for now” to 
overcome effluent disposal problems at shire houses. 
Proposed action to be taken in order to address the 
problems with the introduction of new 4000Ltr baffled 
tanks to each of the houses, with a pump tank to 
dispose of the effluent to the pond that serve the 
caravan park. 
It was also felt appropriate to include the sullage from 
the Town Hall facilities in the same system. This would 
do away with the need to provide leach drains to each 
of the houses and the Town hall which is a huge 
savings. 
When the new system is finally introduced then each 
of these buildings can be hooked into it at very little 
costs. 

 Yalgoo Hotel-Motel.  Since the owners have reclaimed 
the hotel they have done an excellent job in raising the 
standards of the hotel through hard work by cleaning 
and painting the hotel, as well as providing new beds, 
pillows and linen. They are to be commended for the 
work and encouraged to continue to implement 
positive and substantial improvements in the future. 
I have issued them with their unconditional S39 
(Health) and advised the Liquor Licensing Department. 

 

 Meet with Minister and Senior 
staff of the Department of 
Housing to discuss the “system” in 
place and the problems 
associated with it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ron will draw the features up and 
submit to me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Ongoing Monitoring and 
encouragement. 

Building 
Services 

 All stats have been sent to the ABS on a monthly basis 
as required by law, and to other Departments as 
required, and also WALGA as requested by them. 

 There have been nil (0) Building Permits or Demolition 
Permits issued this last month. 
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Item Activity this Month Planned for Next Month 
Development  Telstra tower. We were informed of the fact that the 

current infrastructure is located outside of the reserve 
that was created for it. They will now fix that by re-
dedicating the reserve so that it encompasses the 
existing. This means that the new reserve to be 
formed will now position the access track to the west 
side of the repositioned reserve. Council was informed 
of this. 

 

Other Matters: 

Below is a table of Notifications received in regards to the granting of Licenses through the Mines Department. 
Generally these are for a Mining License (M), an Exploration License (E), or a General Purpose License (GP). Most of 
these are handled by other Departments such as CALM, DEP, EPA, Indigenous Affairs, etc and many of the Shire’s 
concerns are handled by these such as flora and fauna, water extraction, Aboriginal Heritage issues, land 
ownership, and others. In order to report these to Council I have with the assistance of Karen put the following 
table together to be presented to Council for their information. 
 
Date 

Received 
Comments 

Due 
Type 
Lease Number Location Company Comments Date 

Handled 

17/05/2011 9/06/2011 E 59/1773 Mt Gibson Extension Hill Pty Ltd Exploration License - No 
comments or objections 20/05/2011 

20/09/2011 20/10/2011 M 59/742 Yalgoo Shire Venus Metals Corp 
Ltd 

Mining Lease - No 
comments or objections 22/08/2012 

4/11/2011 1/12/2011 E 59/1824 Yalgoo Shire Venus Metals Corp 
Ltd 

Exploration License - 
Encroaches CG01228 - No 
comments or objections 

22/08/2012 

3/11/2011 28/11/2011 GP 59/47 Mount Gibson Extension Hill Pty Ltd 

General purpose Lease - 
no comments or 
objections as will have to 
go through Planning and 
Building in the future to 
progress 

22/08/2012 

24/11/2001 19/12/2011 M 59/743 Warriedar Hill 
Owen Michael 
DUFFUS and Murray 
Donald GLASS 

Conversion of P59/1806 to 
Mining Lease - No 
comments or objections 

22/08/2012 

16/11/2011 15/12/2011 E 59/1831 Narndee 
Homestead Ros Dawson Exploration- No comment 

or objections 17/11/2011 

23/02/2012 16/03/2012 E 59/1870 Chinaman 
Well 

Enterprise Uranium 
Pty Ltd 

Exploration- No comment 
or objections 23/02/2012 

23/02/2012 16/03/2012 E 59/4297 Morawa Enterprise Uranium 
Pty Ltd 

Exploration- No comment 
or objections 23/02/2012 

14/05/2012 1/06/2012 M 59/118 Yalgoo Shire 
Mutiny Gold 
Ltd/Advanced 
Tenement Services 

Applied for & surveyed-No 
comment or objections 17/05/2012 

15/05/2012 11/06/2012 M 59/119 Yalgoo Shire Ferrowest Ltd No comment or objections 18/05/2012 

13/06/2012 4/07/2012 E 59/1884 Yalgoo Shire PELLEGRINI, Alan 
Archibald 

Exploration - No comment 
or objections 13/06/2012 

27/06/2012 Not stated M 59/49 Gullewa Town 
Site Mutiny Gold Ltd 

Mining to commence over 
old Townsite of GULLEWA 
- Townsite not recognised 
in Town Planning Scheme 

22/08/2012 
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Date 
Received 

Comments 
Due 

Type 
Lease Number Location Company Comments Date 

Handled 

27/06/2012 Not stated M 59/522 Gullewa Town 
Site Mutiny Gold Ltd 

Mining to commence over 
old Townsite of GULLEWA 
- Townsite not recognised 
in Town Planning Scheme 

22/08/2012 

17/07/2012 ?? Lease 46/121-3 Yalgoo Shire Minjar Gold Pty Ltd 

For purposes of road, 
pipeline, powerlines, 
taking water, search for 
groundwater, drainage 
channel, water 
management facility, 
power generation, and 
transmission facility - No 
comment or objections 

22/08/2012 

26/07/2012 24/08/2012 E 59/1900 Chinerby Well Enterprise Uranium 
Pty Ltd 

Exploration- No comment 
or objections 31/07/2012 

26/07/2012 21/08/2012 M 59/126 Old Warriedar Hetherington - 
Gindalbie 

Misc- No comment or 
objections 31/07/2012 

10/08/2012 7/09/2012 E 59/1907 Yalgoo Shire Enterprise Uranium 
Pty Ltd 

Exploration- No comment 
or objections 10/08/2012 

11/08/2012 3/09/2012 M 59/746 Munjartagarar 
Well 

H&J Jones & Sons Pty 
Ltd 

Misc- No comment or 
objections 11/08/2012 
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Corporate Administration 

Executive Report CEO August 2012  

Prepared by Sharon Daishe, Chief Executive Officer 

Status and Activity Report – Priority Matters 

Project/ Program Status/ Comments Activity this reporting period 

MMG Golden Grove – 
Yalgoo Ninghan Road 
negotiations 

 MMG have confirmed $100,000 one-
off additional contribution (2012), 
plus approximately $15,000 in 
additional repairs to the Yalgoo 
Ninghan Road (outside the 8km 
reseal area) 

 Refer agenda item to Council August 
for proposed contribution to Yalgoo 
Ninghan Road southern section 

 CEO informed MMG of Council decision 
regarding application to regional road 
group 2013-14 allocation to widen and 
resheet. (Awaiting response) 

 Application lodged to Regional Road 
Group. 

Morawa Super Town 
Project – Yalgoo 
Morawa Road 

 Business case & application 
submitted to RDL for approval to 
expend CLGF Regional 2011-12 on 
sealing 

 Letter received from Paul Rossair, Director 
General, Department of Regn 
Development and Lands, supporting the 
Shire’s application 

Ferrowest Option Deed 
 Council resolved to enter into Option 

Deed however Ferrowest have not 
proceeded 

 Council resolved to conditionally extend 
period of time for Ferrowest to sign Deed 
(refer August minutes for details). 

Human Resources 

Current vacancies: 
 CYC (Community & Youth 

Coordinator). 
 Supervisor Parks, Gardens and 

General Maintenance  

 Resignations – nil 
 Advertisements – 0 
 Interviews – 2 positions 
 Appointments – 2 permanent, 4 casual 
 Probationary review – 0 
 Performance reviews - 2 

Integrated Planning 

 Community Plan (CommP) – 
consultant engaged & project 
commenced 

 Corporate Plan (CorpP) – consultant 
engaged (will occur post community 
plan) 

 Asset Management Plan (AMP) – CEO 
seeking quotes 

 Long Term Financial Plan (LTFP) – 
CEO awaiting quotes 

 Workforce Plan (WP) – consultant 
engaged & project commenced 

 AMP & LTFP - Quotes received  
 CommP & WP – consultant visit, update 

provided to Council 

Yalgoo Community Hub 

Stage 1: Sporting Component 
 Funded and ready to commence 

 
Stage 2: Community and Youth Centre 
 No funding identified at this stage 

 CEO sought, and received, updated quote 
from supplier 

 CEO approached Variety WA to provide 
update and confirm arrangements.  

 CEO received new quote and examples for 
playground equipment (originally quoted 
equipment is no longer supplied) 
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Project/ Program Status/ Comments Activity this reporting period 

Town Sewerage 

 MWDC/ RDL have given in principle 
support for the construction project 
pending full planning process.  

 Northern Planning funded project in 
progress 

 Awaiting recommendation from Porter 
Engineering (CEO & PE followed up) 

Digital TV Project 
 Opted in to transition to VAST (not 

convert existing rebroadcasting 
tower from analogue to digital). 

  

Mobile 
Telecommunications 

 Yalgoo has been confirmed as a site 
that will receive a mobile tower 
under the Regional Mobile 
Telecommunications Project. 

 Council has approved the television 
rebroadcasting site and Telstra will 
locate the mobile tower adjacent.  

 Refer agenda item Aug Council meeting, 
planning application and excision of site.  

Use of Common Seal (delegation statement 2.1) 

Date Affixed By Authority Document 
23 August 
2012 

Council decision 
C2011-1205 

Funding agreement between the Shire and the Department of Regional 
Development and Lands for the Country Local Government Fund 
individual allocation 2011-12 

Use of Delegated Authority not Reported Elsewhere 

Delegation Number Details 
2.2 Tenders  Approved specifications for various tenders for preferred supplier panel being carried 

out by WALGA 
2.7 Planning Consent   

Funding Applications (D) 

Following is a list of funding applications that have been submitted. Items are removed from the list after the Shire 
has been advised whether the application was successful or unsuccessful. 

This list does not include the Shire’s recurrent government funding.  

Note that where funding has been approved, it does not necessarily mean that the Shire has received the money. 
After the application has been approved, the Shire must enter into a Funding Agreement with the grant provider. 
Some programs remit funds when the agreement is signed but others do not remit until the Shire has completed 
the project, paid all the bills, prepared a claim, had an auditor audit the claim and then submitted the audited claim 
(the “acquittal”) with an invoice to the grant provider.  
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Lodged Amount Funding Program Purpose Status 
31/10/11 $270,606 (or 

$405,908) ex GST 
 
Estimated total 
project cost is 
$811,817 ex GST 
 
Variety WA 
confirmed $58,290 
for playground 
infrastructure 

*CSRFF – provides for 
funding of 1/3rd of 
project cost however 
Shire has also applied for 
development bonus 
which if approved, will 
give ½ of project cost. 

Sporting components of 
Yalgoo Community Hub 
including Rage Cage, 
BMX track, Skate Park, 
refurbishment of tennis 
court and open sided 
cover. 

Approved including 
development bonus 
$405,908 

14/12/11 $285,909  Mid West Investment 
Plan  

Yalgoo Community Hub – 
sporting component. 

5/7/12 approved 

14/12/11 $663,000 Mid West Investment 
Plan  

Town Revitalisation – 
draining & sewerage 
component. 

Business Case lodged – 
will not be considered 
until planning process is 
complete 

General/Other/Meetings 

Item Comment 
Special Forum 
Director Generals 

President and CEO met with Paul Rosair, DG Dept Regional Development and Lands (5 
minute special forum pre WALGA convention) 

WALGA convention Annual convention of the Western Australian Local Government Association 1-3 August 
Budget Special meetings 7 and 9 August to consider draft and final budgets 
Elections Prepared rolls and registers, opened early polling, sent postal packages 
Recruitment 7 August - 3 positions vacant closed. Convened selection panels, reviewed applications and 

arranged interviews. 1 position appointed, 1 offered, 1 to interview early September. 
LEMC 13 August 
Integrated planning Obtained quotes for long term financial planning and asset management 

22-24 Aug consultant visited 
Russell Goodrick’s 
Best Country Towns 

Filmed 21-24 August 

CLGF regional 2012-13 17 Aug attended workshop at Cue to determine regional priorities for 2012-13 CLGF funding 
round (President, Deputy & CEO) 

OHS Local Government Insurance Services consultant Kyle Waters visited 20-21 August to induct 
staff in OHS policy inc bullying and harassment, followed by assessing risks and developing 
safe work method statements in consultation with staff for areas of highest risk. Also carried 
out 3 x ergonomic assessments. 
 
Negotiated funding for 10 x personal health assessments for outdoor workers and 2 x job 
dictionaries. 

Audit Carried out 27-29 August. Auditors were very satisfied and only identified minor 
administrative matters for the information and attention of management. These will be 
reported in due course in accordance with the legislation.  

Early voting Paynes 
Find 

Friday 31 August – Sharon Daishe and Karen Malloch 

TQual Tourism Quality 
Grants – feedback 
meeting 

Met (phone) with TQual to obtain feedback regarding our unsuccessful funding application. 
The application requires a significantly higher level of research, statistics and comprehensive 
information however most encouragingly our application was fully compliant therefore it 
passed the compliance test and progressed to assessment. Even more encouragingly, it 
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Item Comment 
appears to have met the innovation requirement test.  

There is a new round of funding (TIRDF – Tourism Initiative Regional Development Fund) to 
be announced later this year, up to $200,000 per grant must be matched by local govt $ for 
$. 

This is a potential avenue for funding the caravan park upgrade provided that Council are 
prepared to commit the matching funds. If we proceed with this, a grant writer will be 
engaged to carry out the extensive necessary research to maximise our chance of success.  

This matter will be on the table for discussion at the Forward Capital Works workshop to be 
held on Friday 14 September.  

Yalgoo Ninghan Road 
– Sino Steel 

Sino Steel have approached Main Roads to discuss the potential to haul ore from the Blue 
Hills mine (approx 1.4m t/pa, 3,900 + p/day) to Geraldton via Minjar Haul Road and the 
Yalgoo Ninghan Road. 

This matter will come to council for consideration in due course and the recommendation 
will be similar to that proposed in response to Karara’s similar request earlier this year. 

Planned for Next Month 

Item Comment 
Extraordinary Election Polling day 1 September 2012 
Recruitment Interview for Community & Youth Development Coordinator 
MEG Murchison Executive Group meeting Sandstone 6-7 Aug 
ASKAP Australian Square Kilometre Array Project 

Thu 13 Murchison Neighbours BBQ (if workload permits) 
FCWP workshop Forward Capital Works Plan – workshop Fri 14 Aug to review plan. This is an essential task to 

inform the Shire’s integrated planning and is also a requirement before the Shire can apply 
for CLGF individual 2012-13. 

Emergency 
Management 
Workshop 

Dongara Mon 17 Sept attend with President 

Leave CEO annual leave last week of month  
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Executive Report DCEO August 2012  

Prepared by Heather Boyd, Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

Status and Activity Report 

Capacity Building – Staff and Elected Members 

Policy Schedule 3.2(b), Councillors, requires the CEO to advise Council when the Shire funds councillors to attend 
any conference or training. This item further informs Council of courses, conferences, training, workshops and 
other professional development that staff and elected members have undertaken during the reporting period to 
build capacity to achieve the Council’s goals and responsibilities. 

Type Description Provider Location Duration Participants 
Conference WALGA Annual General 

Meeting 
WALGA Perth 5-2 days  Terry Iturbide 

 Len Terry 
 Raul Valenzuela 
 Laurence Hodder 
 Sharon Daishe 

Forum Special State & Local 
Govt Forum 

WALGA Perth 1 day  Terry Iturbide 
 Sharon Daishe 

Training HR Management WALGA Perth 1 day  Heather Boyd 

Councillor Information Requests 

Received From Details Status 
Raul Valenzuela 
9/8/12 

Dumping of motor 
vehicles south of airstrip 

 Referred to Project Executive and CEO.  The site was inspected 
by the CEO and Project Executive who found a dozen old 
vehicles.  There was evidence of recently dumped rubbish but 
no evidence of fires.  Has been reported to the Environmental 
Health Officer to check. 

General/Other/Meetings 

Item Comment 
UHY Haines Norton Project Executive Ron Adams and Deputy CEO Heather Boyd met with UHY Haines Norton 

on 3 August to discuss accounting treatment of POC and PWOH. 
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4. Decisions of Council Pending 

The following decisions of Council are in progress or pending action.  

Last Updated: CEO 11 September 2012 
PA 11 September 2012 

(Councillors please note this is a work in progress with some months not yet updated from the CEO’s manual 
records. These will be updated in due course). 

Type Year 
Month & 
Decision 

No 
Summary  Comments Who/ Due Closed 

C 2012 0705 Disposal of Firearm 11/9/12: S/C Revis Ryder of Yalgoo Police is 
going to deliver the firearm to the firearm 
trader (expect to occur Fri 14/9/12) 

CEO  

C 2011 0703 Local Law – Management of Roads  
 
(Investigation of the practicality of 
a Local Law to control and manage 
breaches of closed roads) 

22/6/12: Steven Elliot, Senior Legislation 
Officer with the Dept of Local Govt advised 
that there is a WALGA model for Activities on 
Thoroughfares (refer email trail printed on 
DCP). Action deferred until sufficient time is 
available for proper research through WALGA.  

CEO  

C 2011 0418 12.1.1 Strategic Development of 
Tourism and Tourism 
Infrastructure in Yalgoo 

31/3/12: Actions to date include Our Town 
television promotion, WALGA advertising 
feature, appointment of caravan park 
managers, concept sketches for infrastructure 
upgrades, allocation of Shire and CLGF funding 
to commence upgrades, Murchison advertising 
feature in West Australian and engagement of 
Russell Goodrick’s “Best Country Towns” TV 
program. 

CEO  

C 2011 0324 Judge’s Box at Yalgoo Racetrack Jockey Club to repay $6,000 over 3 years (10-
11, 11-12, 12-13) and funds to be transferred 
to Community Amenities Reserve. Invoices 
have been raised. Will be completed 30 June 
2013 

DCEO  

C 2011 0321 Christmas Savings Fund Staff 
Facility 

Develop governance and internal controls and 
implement from 2013 DCEO  

C 2011 0318 Contribution to Monsignor Hawes 
Heritage Interpretation 

Letter was written, unsure if has been paid? 
Email to DCEO 8/3/12 to follow up. DCEO  

C 2010 0911 Replacement of Damaged Cricket 
Pitch 

3/3/12: Council approved $4,000 in September 
2010 to replace matting on the cricket pitch 
however the work was not done due to staff 
changeover at the time.  
2/4/12: Note to DCEO with WACA funding 
document (due 14 May 2012) 

PE  

C 2010 0137 
0139 

Memorial to Service Personnel 
Inclusion on the Memorial 

3/3/12: Consultant has provided information 
and this must be reviewed and collated for 
decision about what to include (0139) on a 
memorial in community park (0137) 
Scheduled for 2013/14. 

DCEO  
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Cnr Vimiera and Pembroke Roads, Marsfield NSW 2122  

PO Box 76, Epping NSW 1710, Australia 

T  (02) 9372 4222   •   ABN 41 687 119 230 

 

CSIRO ASTRONOMY AND SPACE SCIENCE 
 

 

 
15 August 2012 
 
 
Cr Terry Iturbide 
Shire President 
Yalgoo Shire Council 
P O BOX 40 
YALGOO WA 6635 
 
Dear Cr Iturbide, 
 

RE: July 2012 Update – Activities at the Murchison Radio-astronomy Observatory (MRO) 
 
Developments at the MRO 
ASKAP Antennas 
All 36 ASKAP antennas have now been assembled.  The CETC54 team completed the assembly work in mid-
June 2012 and have since returned to China.    The CETC54 team had been working at the MRO without a 
break since March 2012 and achieved a significant amount of work.  This week a small team from CETC54 
have returned to the MRO to follow-up on minor adjustments once the Site Acceptance Testing (SAT) has 
been carried out by CSIRO staff on all 36 ASKAP antennas. 
 
After 14 months of supporting the ASKAP building works at the MRO on a twelve hour a day, seven day a 
week basis the Geraldton MRO team also demobilised and will return to a more “regular” work schedule. 
The Geraldton team have now commenced the fit-out of the MRO Control Building. 
 
MRO to Geraldton Fibre Optic 
We have just passed the one-year anniversary of the start of the use of the fibre link from the MRO to 
Geraldton. All three repeater huts (two 100% solar powered, one on grid mains at Mullewa) and their 
CISCO switchgear have not had a single power or processor problem in more than a year of operation and 
have provided 100% reliable signal transmission to Geraldton. 
 
MRO Central Control Building 
We are very pleased with the Control Building.  As you will see during your visit to site, this is a unique, 
state of the art facility.  The long process of installing the complex communications, networking and 
computing systems into the building now starts – this will take a couple of years to complete. 
 

 
The MRO Central Control Building - Photo Credit:  Barry Turner, CSIRO 
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Murchison Radio-astronomy Observatory Support Facility (MSF) at the Geraldton Universities Centre 
(GUC) 
The building is progressing well and is expected to be completed by the end of December 2012.  The fitting 
out of the building will commence once the building has been completed in early 2013. We are also in 
discussion with the GUC about use of the “portal” room in this new facility. 

 
The MSF Building at the Geraldton Universities Centre  - Photo Credit:  Barry Turner, CSIRO 

 
SKA Industry Briefing – Perth  
Department of Innovation, Industry, Science, Research and Tertiary Education (DIISRTE) will be running a 
series of capital-city briefings on how all parties can participate in the SKA pre-construction activities.  
Please register your interests by emailing DIISRTE representatives  michael.bryson@innovation.gov.au  and 
Jason.Finley@innovation.gov.au 
  
The Mid West Briefing was held on Thursday 9 August, at the Geraldton Universities Centre and was 
attended by approximately thirty (30) participants.  The Briefing was provided by Mr David Luchetti 
(DIISRTE) and Dr Philip Diamond (Chief, CSIRO Astronomy  Space Science). 
 
SKA Community Information Session - Geraldton 
DIISRTE coordinated an SKA Community Information Session in Geraldton  on Thursday 9 August 2012 at 
the QEII Centre on Maitland Street.  Senator Chris Evans (Australian Minister for Science)  and Hon. John 
Day (West Australian Minister for Science) co-hosted the meeting and Dr Phil Diamond (Chief, CSIRO 
Astronomy and Space Science) provided the SKA update to the community.  
 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 9372-4101 or Antony.schinckel@csiro.au,  
Priscilla Clayton (08) 9923-7755 or Barry Turner on (08) 9923-7750 or 0400 192 519 in Geraldton if you 
have any questions. 
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 

 
 
Ant Schinckel 
ASKAP Theme Leader and Director 
CSIRO Astronomy & Space Science 
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From: Kate Murray [mailto:KMurray@walga.asn.au]  
Sent: Thursday, 2 August 2012 5:53 PM 
To: Kate Murray 
Subject: WALGA Media Release - Community Commitment Recognised 
 
 
 

 
 
An Elected Member who has devoted more than 35 years to his local community has been 
recognised for his commitment with a Local Government Honours Award.  
Cr Lang Coppin from the Shire of East Pilbara, together with 36 other Elected Members and 
Local Government officers was presented with an Honours Award at the WA Local 
Government Association Annual General Meeting yesterday. 
WALGA President, Mayor Troy Pickard said the annual Local Government Honours Awards 
recognised community representatives for their willingness to get involved in their local 
communities and have an impact on improving the lives of those around them. 
“Elected Members and officers often receive little praise for their efforts, and the personal 
time and commitment given by Local Government representatives is seldom publicly 
acknowledged,” Mayor Pickard said. 
“The sector is delighted to have the opportunity to recognise their significant contribution and 
I congratulate all recipients on their outstanding careers in Local Government.” 
The following Honours were awarded: 

Long and Loyal Service Award 
Cr Deborah Botica, City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder 
Louise Caffell, Ex Shire of Tammin         
Cr Mel Congerton, City of Swan  
Cr Ian Dolton, Shire of Bruce Rock          
Rosemary Fisher, Ex Shire of Koorda     
Cr Jennifer Gmeiner, Shire of Bruce Rock            
Cr Robert Godfrey, Shire of Katanning 
Cr Lynley Hewett, City of Subiaco           
Malcolm Huggett, Ex Shire of Dalwallinu             
Cr Trevor Lamond, Shire of Trayning       
Cr Alan Langer, Town of Cambridge 
Cr Peter Morrell, Shire of Woodanilling    
Kelvin Price, Ex Shire of Wandering        
Cr Barry Sammels, Mayor City of Rockingham 
Cr Christine Thompson, Shire of Murray   
Cr Jack Walsh, Town of Cottesloe           
Cr Geoffrey Waters, Shire of Trayning 
Rodney Wells, Ex City of Subiaco          
Don White, Ex Shire of Wandering          

Eminent Service Awards 
Mark Chester CEO, Shire of Dardanup    
Allen Cooper CEO, Shire of East Pilbara             
Cr Lang Coppin, Shire of East Pilbara     
Cr Lynne Craigie, President Shire of East Pilbara 
Michael Foley CEO, City of Swan            
Cliff Frewing CEO, City of South Perth    
Cr Glenys Godfrey, City of Belmont        
Stuart Jardine CEO, City of Stirling         
Cr Terence Kenyon, Mayor City of Bayswater 
Cr Shane Love, President Shire of Dandaragan    
Cr Donald McKechnie, President Shire of 
Kalamunda 
Merit Award 
Merv Beard, Ex Shire of Pingelly             
Rebecca Burt, Ex Shire of Carnarvon      
Cr Doughlas Ivan Dias, Shire of Ashburton          
Russell Haigh, Ex City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder       
Cr Giovanni Italiano, City of Stirling         
Dudley Maslen, Ex Shire of Carnarvon    
Cr Ian Stubbs, Mayor City of Busselton   

 
FOR COMMENT PLEASE CONTACT 

Mayor Troy Pickard, WALGA President 0409 209 649 
Kate Murray, Marketing and Media Manager 0448 896 435 

 

02 August 2012   

Community Commitment Recognised 
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From: Kate Murray [mailto:KMurray@walga.asn.au]  
Sent: Monday, 3 September 2012 12:10 PM 
To: Kate Murray 
Subject: WALGA Media Release - Country Infrastructure to be Reviewed 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Infrastructure across country Local Governments and the funding required to maintain it will 
come under the spotlight with a recommendation to review the current backlog estimates. 
 
The Review of the Country Local Government Fund released by the WA Regional 
Development Trust (WARDT) last week suggested WA Local Government Association 
estimates of a $1.75bn backlog in infrastructure renewal across the sector was too low and 
recommended new figures be developed. 
 
“The provision and maintenance of infrastructure plays a huge part in the operations of Local 
Governments across WA,” Mayor Pickard said. 
 
“Having a clear picture of what is required to bring this infrastructure network up to expected 
standards will then allow Local Governments in the country to better plan for their renewal or 
replacement.” 
 
Mayor Pickard said the Association welcomed the commitment to maintain an even split 
between regional and local projects for the coming year after an original suggestion that all 
funds be allocated to projects put forward by regional groups. 
 
“Local Governments across the State are working on their Integrated Strategic Planning 
processes, including asset management plans - a process which for many will reveal 
opportunities for local projects suited to the CLGF,” he said. 
 
“Retaining an even split between local and regional projects will allow Councils to make the 
most of these opportunities for the benefit of their local communities.  
 
“We anticipate the infrastructure backlog review will reveal many more opportunities at the 
local level and we will be calling on the State to continue this 50/50 split in the out-years of 
the program.” 
 
Mayor Pickard said WALGA would continue to work with the State on implementing the 
review recommendations. 
 
Ends              

FOR COMMENT PLEASE CONTACT 
Mayor Troy Pickard, WALGA President 0409 209 649 

Kate Murray, Marketing and Media Manager 0448 896 435 

 

3 September 2012   

Country Infrastructure to be Reviewed 
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From: Kate Murray [mailto:KMurray@walga.asn.au]  
Sent: Thursday, 16 August 2012 8:35 AM 
To: undisclosed-recipients: 
Subject: WALGA Media Release- Dog Legislation to Provide Greater Powers 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
New amendments to dog legislation will provide greater powers to Local Government in 
relation to animal management but also increase the responsibility of dog owners. 

WA Local Government Association President Mayor Troy Pickard said the Dog Amendment 
Bill 2012 introduced into Parliament yesterday improved upon the existing provisions relating 
to dangerous dogs, but did not take into account new, possibly dangerous breeds, being 
imported into the country. 

“Not only will this Bill support Local Governments in taking appropriate action regarding 
dangerous or nuisance dogs, it will also create greater awareness of the responsibilities held 
by individual owners,” Mayor Pickard said. 

“We welcome the amendments to bring the legislation into line with current community 
expectations, but believe there should also be a review of the current restricted breeds list.” 

Mayor Pickard said with the increase in importation of dogs, there was a risk some 
dangerous dog breeds were not being adequately restricted. 

“The current restricted breeds list has not been amended since 2005,” Mayor Pickard said. 

“We feel it is timely to conduct a review of the current restricted breed list to ensure that any 
new breeds coming into the State that may be considered unsuitable as domestic pets are 
included,” Mayor Pickard said. 

Mayor Pickard said WALGA would approach the State to include a restricted breeds review 
alongside the legislation amendments. 

Other legislation changes relating to Local Government include new powers of delegation 
from the Council to a Local Government CEO and officers or rangers, greater flexibility in 
Local Governments’ ability to create dog exercise or prohibited places and the simplification 
of nuisance provisions. 

Ends 

FOR COMMENT PLEASE CONTACT 
Mayor Troy Pickard, WALGA President 0409 209 649 

Portia Jones, Public Relations Assistant 9213 2085 

 

16 August 2012   

Dog Legislation to Provide Greater Powers 
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Government responds to Regional Telecommunications Review 

The Government has released its formal response to the Regional Telecommunications Review (the Sinclair 
review) on 23 August. In the response it restates its commitment to every community in regional Australia 
receiving fair and equitable access to affordable high-speed broadband. 

The Regional Communications: Empowering Digital Communities report was tabled in Parliament on 23 May. In 
its response, the Government says it has already begun implementing the recommendations, including: 

• Allowing remote schools and health facilities to access the NBN Co Interim Satellite Service 
• Releasing the NBN Co Network Extension policy on 12 July 2012 
• Continuing the provision of untimed local calls in the Extended Zones (remote areas of Australia) for 

2012-13 in line with the Sinclair Review's recommendation 
• Providing funding to relevant Regional Development Australia committees to develop digital economy 

strategies for the rollout of the NBN in regional communities 
• raising awareness of the benefits of the digital economy and emerging opportunities for regional 

communities through business forums and campaigns. 

The Review found that there is a growing recognition in Australia that better broadband will support regional 
economic development, improve health and education outcomes as well as help small business. People living in 
regional Australia have welcomed the Government's decision to prioritise the rollout in regional areas. 

The Review made several recommendations targeted at local government. 

It called for the expansion of the Digital Local Government Program, to increase the capacity of local 
governments in regional and remote areas to take advantage of digital technologies to provide a wide range of 
services on-line. The Government responded that the program, which assists the first 40 councils to benefit from 
the NBN, funds projects that are replicable and scalable and which have the potential to be implemented in 
councils across Australia, but did not make any commitment to expanding the program. 

The Review recommended that Regional Development Australia committees, in conjunction with local councils , 
should develop digital economy plans for their regions. The Government's response indicated progress in this 
area as several RDAs and councils had realised the benefits of the digital economy and were developing digital 
economy strategies for their regions. 
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Oakajee Quarter - Issue 9, August 2012 

  

Jack Hills the key to Oakajee  
Oakajee Port and Rail (OPR) has welcomed 
completion of a Strategic Asset Review by 
Crosslands Resources for its Jack Hills Expansion 
Project (JHEP), which points to a long-life mining 
operation – underpinned by a significant magnetite 
ore resource.  
  
Crosslands, a foundation customer for the port and 
rail development, has simplified its proposed flow-
sheet, initially utilising two magnetite modules to 
export approximately 20 million tonnes per year.  
  

 
Foundation customer Crosslands 
Resources takes important step in 
Jack Hills mine expansion plan. 

EPA approves Environmental Management 
Plans for port 
OPR has met marine pre-construction 
environmental requirements with the Environmental 
Protection Authority’s (EPA) approval of 
Environmental Management Plans (EMPs) for the 
Oakajee deepwater port. 
  
State environmental approval of the Oakajee 
deepwater port is subject to a number of conditions, 
including completion of two key studies and 
development of 10 EMPs to the satisfaction of the 
EPA and relevant stakeholders. 

  

  
OPR is committed to avoiding and 
minimising environmental impacts 
associated with the project.  
  

  
 Download Oakajee Quarter - Issue 9, August 2012  
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

September 2012 

 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CONVENTION 
I doubt that anyone could have experienced this year’s convention without being absolutely 
inspired by the keynote speaker line up. 
 
Triple Formula One World Champion Sir Jackie Stewart captivated the audience with the 
story of his own struggle with dyslexia and how this drove him to innovate to overcome his 
limitations. His leadership message and instructional dialogue on how to maximise your 
potential offered something for everyone. 
 
Captain Richard De Crespigny – the courageous pilot of QF32 – had us on the edge of our 
seats as we relived the cockpit drama of that dramatic “one in 200 million” event and the 
extraordinary recovery and safe landing that was achieved. Such an important lesson about 
the value of remaining calm in a crisis and looking at the positives of any situation. 
 
Graham Richardson and Glen Milne gave valuable insights into the machinations of 
contemporary Canberra, while Mick Malthouse maintained our recent tradition of outstanding 
sports leaders at the breakfast. 
 
The concurrent workshops produced interesting and challenging dialogues that engaged 
delegates in direct discussion of issues and the political forum and “DG Speed Dating” 
session put delegates in direct contact with the decision makers that they needed to interact 
with. The scheduling of our AGM at the beginning of the convention has also been very well 
received. 
 
Planning for next year’s convention has already begun, and if you have thoughts or ideas for 
sessions or speakers, please let the WALGA team know. 
 
 
REGIONAL SUBSIDIARIES 
New amendments to the Local Government Act will empower two or more Local 
Governments to establish a regional subsidiary to jointly provide services to their 
communities. 
 
The Association has advocated for the regional subsidiary model for a number of years 
because it provides Local Governments with greater flexibility. 
 
While it is pleasing that this Bill has been introduced, the detailed provisions governing the 
establishment and administration of regional subsidiaries will be contained in regulations. It is 
therefore vital that the Local Government sector is meaningfully consulted on the content of 
the regulations. 
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ADJUSTED FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS 
Every year the Grants Commission advises Local Governments of their approximate 
Financial Assistance Grants (FAGs) which includes an inflator for estimated population 
changes. This is adjusted when the actual figures are determined by the ABS. The actual 
grants received will move up or down as a consequence of the adjustment. This is usually 
negligible, and historically it has normally meant a small increase, but this year apparently 
the gap is larger than usual and has a negative impact because of poor estimating.  

Elected Members should be aware that this is not the fault of council administrations, nor is it 
a deliberate attempt to reduce the FAGs funding pool. It is, unfortunately, a rare case of the 
estimate being out of line with the actual figures, and this may result in a gap in Local 
Government budgets. 

WALGA staff met with WA Grants Commission officers to ascertain the extent of the impact 
on WA Local Governments, and the net impact across the sector is a decrease of 
approximately 3% on the initial estimated grant. 

Discussions have also taken place with the ALGA on this issue, and they will be raising the 
matter with Federal Minister. 

A federal review of FAGs is scheduled for later this year and WALGA will develop a 
commentary and recommendations on the FAGs pool inflator as part of our submission. 

 
SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING 
Consultants Ernst & Young have completed a report for the Commonwealth Government 
providing recommendations for the sustainable funding of Local Government infrastructure 
into the future.  

The dominant recommendation is for the establishment of a National Finance Authority to 
maximise the availability of financial resources - debt – to address the infrastructure issue. 
This is a perplexing recommendation, given there has been very little emphasis given by 
Local Governments to a lack of availability of finance. The dilemma has never been about 
getting the money. The challenge has always been about paying it back.  

ALGA is doing work around the recommendations of the report in conjunction with State 
Associations and this will feed into the anticipated Financial Assistance Grants Review later 
in the year. 

 
STATE ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
The Association’s Forum of Co-Chairs has met to establish a program of issues and 
strategies for the forthcoming State Election. 
 

Whilst there is an endless array of issues that could be incorporated into the campaign, it 

is important that we focus on key messages and strategic use of our advertising budget to 

maximise the campaign. 
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The core advocacy focus identified by the Co-Chairs includes: 

• Container Deposit Legislation 

• 100% Hypothecation of Waste Levy 

• Swan Canning Priority Plan (metro campaign) 

• Grain Freight Priority Plan (country campaign) 

• Local Government Reform 

• Underground Power (metro campaign) 

• Small town sewerage, power and water (country campaign) 

• Community Policing 

• Community Sport & Recreation Facilities Funding 

• Public Libraries 

• Pensioner discounts on waste charges 

 
DOG AMENDMENT BILL 2012 
Whilst new amendments to dog legislation will provide greater powers to Local Government 
in relation to animal management and also increase the responsibility of dog owners, 
unfortunately they will not take into account new, possibly dangerous, breeds being imported 
into the country. As a result I will be pressuring the Government for a review of the current 
restricted breeds list to ensure that any new breeds coming into the State that may be 
considered unsuitable as domestic pets are covered. 

.Other changes canvassed in the Bill that relate to Local Government include; 

• new powers of delegation from the Council to a Local Government CEO and 
officers or rangers;  

• greater flexibility in Local Governments’ ability to create dog exercise or prohibited 
places, and;  

• simplification of nuisance provisions. 

 
CONTAINER DEPOSIT LEGISLATION 
Container deposit legislation in other states has proven to be successful in increasing 
recycling rates and reducing litter. We were promised last year that legislation was going to 
be introduced to State Parliament to bring such a scheme into effect in WA. However, this 
was put on hold whilst a national scheme was considered. Whilst a national scheme would 
be ideal, in my view it is debatable whether it can be achieved in a timely fashion. 

If the national process stalls, we will be calling on the WA Environment Minister to introduce 
a ‘cash for containers’ scheme here in WA. The Minister already has the power to achieve 
this through the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 2007 and the Opposition and 
The Greens (WA) have already indicated they support a ‘cash for containers’ scheme in WA. 

South Australia has had Container Deposit Legislation in place for over three decades and 
this has been extremely successful in reducing litter, increasing recycling rates and creating 
greater environmental awareness in the public.  
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PRESIDENT'S CONTACTS 
During the July – September period, contacts that have occurred or are scheduled to take 
place prior to the September State Council meeting are as follows: 

State Government Relations 
Meetings with: 

• Hon Liz Harvey MLA, Minister for Police; Emergency Services 

• Hon Lynn MacLaren MLC, Member for South Metropolitan Region 

• Hon Bill Marmion MLA, Minister for the Environment; Water 
 
Local Government Relations 
Meetings with: 

• Finance & Services Committee – Special Meeting 

• Local Government House Trust  

• Rt Hon Lisa Scaffidi, Lord Mayor 

• LGIS Board Meeting x 2 

• Local Government Grain Infrastructure Group 

• Mr Martin Molony, CEO, Mr Peter Cooper, Commercial Manager, Royal Agricultural 
Society and Ms Amanda Reid, Director, GRA Everingham 

• MWAC meeting 

• ALGA Board 

• COAG Standing Council on Environment and Water  
 
Conferences / Workshops / Public Relations 

• ACELG Roundtable on Local Government in WA 

• AIBS Conference – presenter 
 
Zone Meetings 

• Pilbara Country Zone  

• South East Metropolitan Zone 

• Great Eastern Country Zone 

• Great Southern Country Zone 
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