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1. Councillor Calendar 

 

Updated by: PA   On: 12 June 2012 

Day Date/s Event Comment 

Thursday 
21 June 2012 
11.00am  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING Yalgoo Council Chambers 

Thursday 
19 July 2012 
11.00am  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING Yalgoo Council Chambers 

Wednesday 
1 August 2012 
9.00am – 12.00pm 

Special State & Local 
Government Forum (invitation 
only President and CEO) 

Perth Convention Centre 

Wednesday 
1 August 2012 
1.30pm WALGA AGM Perth Convention Centre 

Thursday  2 – 4 August 2012 WALGA  Annual Conference Perth Convention Centre 

Tuesday 7 August 2012 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 
For the purpose of considering 
the Draft Budget 
Yalgoo Council Chambers 

Thursday 9 August 2012 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING 
For the purpose of considering 
the Final Budget 
Yalgoo Council Chambers 

Thursday 
23 August 2012 
11.00am  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING Yalgoo Council Chambers 

Thursday 
20 September 2012 
11.00am  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING Paynes Find  

Tuesday  
25 September 2012 
11.00am 

LEMC (Local Emergency 
Management Committee) 
Meeting 

Railway Complex Yalgoo 

Thursday 
18 October 2012 
11.00am  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING Yalgoo Council Chambers 

TBA November 2012 
Murchison  Country Zone 
Meeting of WALGA  -  
“Cue Parliament” 

Shire of Murchison , Cue 

Thursday  
22 November 2012 
11.00am  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING Yalgoo Council Chambers 

Thursday 
12 December 2012 
11.00am  

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING Yalgoo Council Chambers 
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2. Introduction 

Information Bulletin (NB: refer white pages for index and documents) 
The Shire receives an extremely high volume of information every month. 

This document contains information that is of relevance or interest to elected members but will not 
generally be presented for a council decision. 

Local Governments are routinely invited to comment on state level legislative and policy matters. Given our 
small size and limited staff resources, the CEO will not always prepare a response and will base this decision 
on: 

• Expertise – does the Shire have staff with relevant expertise on the matter? 
• Time & quality – do staff have time to prepare a properly researched agenda paper and 

recommendation? 
• Relevance – how relevant is the outcome of the matter to Shire operations? 
• Impact – what is the likelihood that the time and effort required to prepare a submission will be 

rewarded by real impact on the decision making process? 

If an elected member wishes Council to consider making a decision on a particular matter, the elected 
member should bring the matter to the attention of the CEO or President via a Councillor Information 
Request to enable the CEO to prepare an agenda item and recommendation for Council to consider.  

Alternatively, the elected member may choose to raise the matter by giving notice of motion.  

You will find the Information Bulletin index and documents in the white page section.  

Executive Activity Reports 
Executive activity reports are prepared to inform elected members of progress on Council projects and 
activities.  

Whilst operational matters should not be discussed at Council meetings, Councillors may wish to ask 
questions of clarification.  

Councillors are encouraged to contact the CEO or relevant staff member to resolve queries before the 
Council meeting.  
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Excerpts from Local Government Act - Roles of Elected Members and Staff 
Excerpts downloaded February 2011 

2.8. Role of mayor or president  

 (1) The mayor or president —  
 (a) presides at meetings in accordance with this Act; 
 (b) provides leadership and guidance to the community in the district; 
 (c) carries out civic and ceremonial duties on behalf of the local government; 
 (d) speaks on behalf of the local government; 
 (e) performs such other functions as are given to the mayor or president by this Act or any 

other written law; and 
 (f) liaises with the CEO on the local government’s affairs and the performance of its functions. 

2.10. Role of councillors 

  A councillor —  
 (a) represents the interests of electors, ratepayers and residents of the district; 
 (b) provides leadership and guidance to the community in the district; 
 (c) facilitates communication between the community and the council; 
 (d) participates in the local government’s decision making processes at council and committee 

meetings; and 
 (e) performs such other functions as are given to a councillor by this Act or any other written 

law. 

5.41. Functions of CEO 

  The CEO’s functions are to —  
 (a) advise the council in relation to the functions of a local government under this Act and 

other written laws; 
 (b) ensure that advice and information is available to the council so that informed decisions 

can be made; 
 (c) cause council decisions to be implemented; 
 (d) manage the day to day operations of the local government;  
 (e) liaise with the mayor or president on the local government’s affairs and the performance of 

the local government’s functions; 
 (f) speak on behalf of the local government if the mayor or president agrees; 
 (g) be responsible for the employment, management supervision, direction and dismissal of 

other employees (subject to section *5.37(2) in relation to senior employees);  
 (h) ensure that records and documents of the local government are properly kept for the 

purposes of this Act and any other written law; and 
 (i) perform any other function specified or delegated by the local government or imposed 

under this Act or any other written law as a function to be performed by the CEO. 
 
* 5.37 (2) requires the CEO to inform the Council of each proposal to employ or dismiss an employee filling a position 
that the Council has designated under 5.37 (1), currently DCEO, EHO and Works Foreman. This does not apply to a 
person acting in the position for less than a year, or employed in the position for less than 3 months in any 2 year 
period.  
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3. Reports 

Works and Services 

Works and Services Report May-June 2012 

Prepared by Ron Adams, Project Executive 

Item Activity this Month Planned for Next Month 
Roads and Streets  Litter Cleaning   

Plant and Equipment     

Parks & Gardens  Routine Maintenance   

Waste Management     

Infrastructure 
(minor) 

    

Health and Safety     OHS Training & Policy Development 

Ranger Services     

Bush Fire Brigade  Paynes Find AGM  Yalgoo AGM 

Vandalism & Security     

Other     

Major Capital Projects 

FCWP # Project Status/ Comments Activity this reporting period 

BD003 Capital Works Shire Housing 

 Continued Works on 16 
Shamrock 

 Driveway & Carport 
Stanley Street 

 Install Kitchen & 
Bathroom, 16 Shamrock 

 Install Kitchen & 
Bathrooms, 1 Stanley  

BD004 Town Sewerage Upgrade  Feature Survey  
Completed 

 Preparation of Quoting 

BD006 Hall Refurbishment  Toilets Operational   

BD008 Staff Housing Gibbons St     

BD008 Staff Housing Weekes St  Commence digging Septic 
 Signed off Plans 

 Prepare Quotes from 
Plans 

BD009 Refurbish Parks and Gardens 
Work Depot     

BD012 Works Depot: Replace 
Workshop     

CA002 Caravan Park Redevelopment  Septics Hole Dug 
 Signed off Plans 

 Prepare Quotes from 
Plans 

OP001 Payne's Find Airstrip     

OP002 Yalgoo Airstrip     
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FCWP # Project Status/ Comments Activity this reporting period 

OS003 Payne's Find 
Beautification/Rest Area     

OS006 Cemetery: Gazebo, Niche 
Wall and Gates     

RB001 Yalgoo-Morawa Road Seal 
4km     

RB002 Yalgoo-Ninghan Road Seal 
4km     

RB003 Yalgoo-Ninghan Road Repair 
and Seal 

 Preparation of Tenders for 
2012-13 

  

RB004 Yalgoo-Morawa Road resheet 
and form 4km     

RB005 Yalgoo-Ninghan Road resheet 
and form 4km     

RB008 Blackspot projects: Great 
Northern Hwy intersections 

 Commence Additional BS 
on PF Thundelarra Rd 

 Complete BS 

Use of Authority Delegated to Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 

Delegation Number Details Use in Reporting Period 
3.1 Alteration to Restricted and 
Prohibited Burning Periods  
Bush Fire Control Act 1954 s.17 (7) – 11) 

Joint Delegation to CBFCO and 
President 

 

Other Matters 

Yalgoo Ninghan Road 
• Completed maintenance grade through to Great Northern Highway 

 
Ninghan Station 

• Graded station access road 
 
Yalgoo Morawa Road 

• Commence maintenance grade 
 
Yalgoo North Road 

• Installation of road furniture 
 
Paynes Find 

• General clean up of Community Centre Grounds 
• Inspection and testing of lights 
• Inspection and running of generator 
• Bush Fire Fighting Training 
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Environmental Health and Building Services 

Environmental Health, Building and Development Report May 2012 

Prepared by William Atyeo, Environment Health and Building Officer 

Activity Report 

Item Activity this Month Planned for Next Month 
Environmental Health   (I was off-site when handling this) Sewerage overflow 

and defective sewerage unit at teacher’s 
accommodation. I received complaint regarding 
sewerage overflow and was advised that this problem 
had been ongoing for some time with little to no 
response from Education Dept and Ministry of 
Housing. I emailed appropriate “higher” up people 
and results were forthcoming otherwise I was in the 
process of issuing a health Notice on the appropriate 
Ministers for Housing and Education. 

 I will continue to monitor 
this situation. 

Building Services  All stats have been sent to the ABS on a monthly basis 
as required by law, and to other Departments as 
required. 

 Have spent a considerable amount of time trying to 
keep abreast of the many changes, and it is correct to 
say that all facets of the industry are feeling the 
effects. There is also a huge amount of legal opinion 
being circulated, and so Officers will need to “watch 
their step” for some time to come, or at least until all 
the wrinkles have been ironed out of the legislation. 

 I have put together a folder with all the information 
and documents for applicants for licenses in regard to 
building or demolition. It will take some time to get 
the flow of these under the new Act, but we will get 
there. 

 Many of the Building Surveyors have raised many 
concerns with WALGA and the Building Commission 
since the introduction of the new Act. As a result, 
WALGA has compiled our concerns and will now meet 
with the Building Commission with a list of issues that 
a metered response from them is required, and 
possible action taken in order to address our 
concerns. (list of our concerns is attached for your 
information) 

  

Town Planning  Last month under Health Section above I reported 
that I had sent a letter to owners of the Mining Lease 
to West of Townsite in regard to the occupation of 
the bus. This trip I met with co-owners and we 
discussed the issues raised in my letter to them. The 
discussions were positive and the owners undertook 
to move the bus from its current site on the lease and 
write to Council with their concerns. 

 Follow-up on this issue as 
required 
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Other Matters: 

 
New Building Act 2011 – Issues WALGA will raise with the Building Commission 
 

Issue 
Use of the application forms – any difficulties, concerns or suggested changes? 
− the application for building approval certificate has no area for the estimated value of the completed works to be 

noted. This makes it difficult to calculate fees payable for the application 
− Where is the Building Order form? 
− Different fonts on the word documents off the Commission’s website 
Ownership details  
– for the above, builders are experiencing frustration with some councils giving adjoining owners details to them, 

and others refusing – wanting a stat dec.  
– Definition of “owner” – relating to land sold without title & application for permit being lodged. LGA’s are taking 

different attitudes on accepting an offer/acceptance agreement. 
– The need for the Commission to clarify by definition what an “agent” is. Many builders seem to think/want to be 

able to sign an application as an “agent”. This issue needs to be clarified 
Work affecting other land 
– BA20 (ties in with work affecting other land): From a builders perspective with the BA20 forms. It is frustrating 

that the legislation is open to interpretation, and if being enforced differently from council to council. They have 
some LG’s asking for the BA20 forms for ANYTHING built on the boundary (limestone or panel and post 
retaining / zero lot walls etc) – where others are only interested if they plan on encroaching. The main problem 
they have  had, and foresee having in the future, is with neighbours refusing to sign the BA20 simply because 
they do not want a zero lot wall on their boundary. They are explaining to people that they are not asking for their 
consent on the wall itself – but rather the construction and excavation along the boundary. It seems tough that a 
design can pass through Planning – only to be knocked back at Building because the neighbour doesn’t like the 
look of zero lot walls. This is HUGE – The impact to builders with a discrepancy of 2 legislative pieces – Planning 
and Building. The other issue they have experienced is neighbours using their consent as leverage for things 
like; avoiding sharing fencing costs, or requests to have zero lot walls rendered / painted to their choice of colour. 
The Commissions recent “Permit Authority Advice” still doesn’t adequately cover it. 

– The guide from BC (Page 4) states what is not “ work affecting other land”. Noise. That’s it, noise. From site 
radios or power tools. Suggest that the BC seek independent advise from professionals, get the SSO to vet if 
necessary, and then release the advice. This may solve around 80% of the cases where both builders and LG’s 
are either confused or at loggerheads. Whilst seemingly simple on the surface it is overly onerous, ambiguous 
and unwieldy when you put it in to practice. The scope of affectation is just too potentially wide. Among other 
things for example, drainage flows are particularly hard to determine, especially sub-soil flows, that depend on 
where sand, clay and rock layers start and finish. Not to mention the Pandora's box of tree affectation 
nuttiness going on in NSW. I notice that the affectation is on, land, so are going to go down the path of someone 
not being able to build on their land because there are neighbours trees on either side boundary that have roots 
extending into the property 6.0 metres on either side and any work could affect the health of the trees? With the 
exception of major excavation/retaining where support of land is required to prevent collapse of adjoining land, 
this needs to be left to common law and/or there needs to be some specific dimensions, such as depth of 
excavation, or distance from boundary with advice to the applicant that even though they may be outside those 
distances this does not absolve them of their responsibilities. In addition, leaving it to common law or Building 
Permit Conditions of approval, means the Builder and Engineer can check things such as sub-soil drainage 
during excavation and take the appropriate action, otherwise every job will require full site testing for things that 
are generally unnecessary, such as hydrology reports before being approved. 

BA017 Certificate of Construction compliance  
– liability issues for LG’s in signing off this form 
– Transitional arrangements have been messy- builders having to pay for Certificate of  Construction Compliance  

/certifier which is an uncosted item 
– There is a bit of confusion of when for builders to submit the notice of completion. Do they hand it in to councils 

when they submit the form for certificate of construction compliance or do they submit it with the certificate of 
construction compliance when applying for an occupancy permit? This is because  (from the builders end) 
sometimes the Building Surveyor comes with a list of things they want changed in order to get the Certificate of 
Construction Compliance so technically the builder has not completed the building until they get the Certificate of 
Construction Compliance. 

Lists of Plans on the Certificate of Design Compliance.  
• Could this please be changed in the Regulations/Standard Certificate of Design Form? 
• While it seems like it is a good idea to list every plan, specification and technical document, in practice it is not 
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Issue 
practical, is very likely to lead to errors and serves no real practical purpose. This was the experience in NSW. 
The reason it is not practical is that quite often plans or standard specifications have no plan numbers, so what 
do you list? You can list the date they were received but that does not particularly identify the plans. Also 
architects commonly do not alter or update the plan numbers when modifying or amending plans for approval.  
Listing these numbers on the CDC results in people, (particularly contractors), relying on the plan numbers listed 
on the CDC which can often be the previous unamended plans that they were given earlier for quotation, 
resulting in errors during construction. Errors are also likely to occur in transcription of plan numbers as the 
person drafting the approval reads them from the plans and types them onto the certificate, especially when 
large numbers of plans and specifications are involved on large expensive projects, where the CDC and Permit 
are more likely to be challenged. This can result in a legally invalid CDC and legally invalid Building Permit, 
whether challenged or not. Listing the plan numbers serves no real practical purpose. i.e. If a builder or architect 
produces a plan with the same date and number, through accident or on purpose, does this then mean it is the 
new approved plan?, How do you tell which is which? To circumvent these issues, all that is needed on the CDC 
is a reference to an approval number and stamp that is placed on the plans. Then is there is no room for error, 
the stamped plans are the approved certified plans. This is used by the ABSA Energy Efficiency certifiers for this 
reason. 

Specification of Applicable Building Standards that relate to the approval.  
 Is this really necessary, since these should be listed on the copies of the plans or approvals that are part of or 

submitted with the CDC?  This again can lead to errors and legal challenge or validity, because of a typo or 
inadvertently not listing something in this section. 

The lack of information on the amended plans process prior to the issue of a building permit. There is 
information on the process after a building permit is issued, but not prior to a permit being issued. 

Changes to the uncertified application process, allowing concurrent assessments to occur 
R-Codes variations, having to send the application back through planning for approval is adding to the time taken to 

assess an application. 
LG’s and potential conflict with giving “advice” to private certifiers  
Under Part 8 of the Building Regulations 2012 Part 8 Division 2- Private Swimming Pools 
I have spoken to a few colleagues in Perth and they had not realised…where is the provision to infringe in relation to 

the inspection of the enclosure of a private swimming pool? Seems to have been left out. 
The only option is to prosecute for a maximum penalty of $5000…NOT practical at all, especially out here in the 

country Shires!!  Those colleagues have contacted members within the Building Commission, apparently this has 
been an oversight and is to be rectified, and the provision is to be included within the next couple of months 

Can we get the Act altered so that local authorities can certify their own dunny blocks etc!!! 
Apparently this is an oversight and will be rectified. Just a few words in the appropriate clause exempting LA’s from 

certifying buildings on land owned by them…simple 
The proposed “avoidance of doubt provisions” the Commission is citing will come about via the urgent bill and 

amendments. Will industry actually be invited to comment? Perhaps this panel will be able to. 
Finish of Walls  This really should be dealt with at Planning Approval stage, why do we need another level of 

assessment for this?  Also, what is "not reasonably practicable to build a fence" with respect to a Close Wall? 
This is also ambiguous and just needs a dimension that can be used that covers most situations. Surely if a wall 
is going to be of concern it will be picked up by the R-codes or require Planning Approval where it can be 
assessed and negotiated, or will be under Dividing Fence legislation. 

Terms Used  Could we get these put into the main dictionary, it makes it very hard and time consuming to filter through 
each section in the terms used to find definitions 

Building permit pre-application checklists – useful addition to the process? 
 

The next few months will be very interesting for all concerned. 
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Corporate Administration 

Executive Report CEO April/May 2012  

Prepared by Sharon Daishe, Chief Executive Officer 

Status and Activity Report – Priority Matters 

Project/ Program Status/ Comments Activity this reporting period 

MMG Golden Grove – 
Yalgoo Ninghan Road 
negotiations 

 Negotiations in progress to 
determine amount of additional 
funding required from MMG. 

 MMG Golden Grove has been 
invoiced for $56,000 of pre-seal 
pavement repair relating to 
damage following last year’s rain. 

 Golden Grove has been invoiced 
for three traffic counters. 

 Greenfield’s Technical solutions 
have updated the Road Network 
Strategy document following 
Golden Grove’s comments.  

Morawa Super Town 
Project – Yalgoo 
Morawa Road 

  

 Business case submitted to RDL for 
approval to expend CLGF Regional 
2011-12 on sealing 

 President and CEO attended 
Morawa Supertown reference 
group meeting 18 April 

Ferrowest Option Deed  Negotiations almost complete 

 Draft Option Deed presented to 
May Council meeting 

 Option Deed represented to May 
Council meeting following 
presentation by Brett Manning 

 Council resolved at May meeting 
intention to dispose of land by way 
of Option Deed  

 Advertised in accordance with 
legislation 

Human Resources 

 Current vacancies: 
 CYC (Community & Youth 

Coordinator). 
 Plant Operators x 2 (will recruit 

after housing is available and use 
casuals and contractors in the 
interim). 

 Supervisor Parks, Gardens and 
General Maintenance 

 Resignations – Supervisor Parks 
Gardens & General Maintenance  

 Advertisements – As above 
 Interviews - NIL 
 One probationary review (admin) 
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Project/ Program Status/ Comments Activity this reporting period 

Integrated Planning 

 Community Plan – consultant 
engaged & project commenced 

 Corporate Plan – consultant 
engaged (will occur post 
community plan) 

 Asset Management – CEO seeking 
quotes 

 Long Term Financial Plan – CEO 
seeking quotes 

 Workforce Plan – consultant 
engaged & project commenced 

 Councillor workshop held 
 Commenced preparation of 

workforce plan with consultant 
Marg Hemsley 

 Applied for funding for youth 
friendly communities grant to 
consult with youth 

Yalgoo Community Hub 

Stage 1: Sporting Component 

 Ready to commence as soon as 
Financial Assistance Agreements 
are completed and signed by both 
parties (note this process can take 
up to 12 weeks and there are 3 to 
negotiate – CSRFF, CLGF and 
MWIP. MWIP cannot occur until 
final approval from RDL) 

Stage 2: Community and Youth Centre 

 Need to establish and estimated 
cost of construction in order to 
estimate the cost of the architects 
plans. 

 No funding identified at this stage. 

 CSRFF funding agreement finalised 
 Draft CLGF 2011-12 funding 

agreement provided to RDL 
 Asked MWDC when MWIP funding 

agreement will be available – they 
replied that they do not know as 
the application is out of their hands 
awaiting final approval by cabinet 

Town Sewerage 

 MWDC/ RDL have given in principle 
support for the project pending full 
planning process 

 Consultant engaged, planning 
element commenced 

 Successfully applied for planning 
funds 

 Engaged planning consultant 
(Porter Engineering) 

Digital TV Project 
 Opted in to transition to VAST (not 

convert existing rebroadcasting 
tower from analogue to digital). 

  

Mobile 
Telecommunications 

 Yalgoo has been confirmed as a 
site that will receive a mobile 
tower under the Regional Mobile 
Telecommunications Project. 

 Council has approved the television 
rebroadcasting site and Telstra will 
locate the mobile tower adjacent.  

  

Use of Common Seal (delegation statement 2.1) 

Date Affixed By Authority Document 
1 May 2012 Council resolution Dec 

2011 
Country Local Government Fund 2010-11 Individual - Financial 
Assistance Agreement 

28 May 2012 Council resolution 
C2011-0903 

Country Local Government Fund 2011-12 Regional - Application 
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Funding Applications (D) 

Following is a list of funding applications that have been submitted. Items are removed from the list after 
the Shire has been advised whether the application was successful or unsuccessful. 

This list does not include the Shire’s recurrent government funding.  

Note that where funding has been approved, it does not necessarily mean that the Shire has received the 
money. After the application has been approved, the Shire must enter into a Funding Agreement with the 
grant provider. Some programs remit funds when the agreement is signed but others do not remit until the 
Shire has completed the project, paid all the bills, prepared a claim, had an auditor audit the claim and then 
submitted the audited claim (the “acquittal”) with an invoice to the grant provider.  

Lodged Amount Funding Program Purpose Status 
31/10/11 $270,606 (or 

$405,908) ex 
GST 
 
Estimated total 
project cost is 
$811,817 ex 
GST 
 
Variety WA 
confirmed 
$58,290 for 
playground 
infrastructure 

*CSRFF – provides for 
funding of 1/3rd of 
project cost however 
Shire has also applied for 
development bonus which 
if approved, will give ½ of 
project cost. 

Sporting components of 
Yalgoo Community Hub 
including Rage Cage, BMX 
track, Skate Park, 
refurbishment of tennis 
court and open sided 
cover. 

Approved 
including 
development 
bonus 
$405,908 

06/02/11 $50,000 Northern Planning – 
Expression of Interest 
(EOI). 

Town site infrastructure 
plan – (underpins the 
Town Revitalisation 
project for drainage, 
sewerage, underground 
power) 

Approved and 
funding 
agreement 
signed 

14/12/11 $421,211 or 
$285,908 
(depending on 
CSRRF) 

Mid West Investment Plan  Yalgoo Community Hub – 
sporting component. 

Business Case 
lodged - 
pending final 
approval by 
RDL. 

14/12/11 $663,000 Mid West Investment Plan  Town Revitalisation – 
draining & sewerage 
component. 

Business Case 
lodged – will not 
be considered 
until planning 
process is 
complete 

18/5/12 $10,000 Youth Friendly 
communities Grant 

To engage the youth of 
Yalgoo as part of the 
Community Strategic Plan 

Submitted 

12/5/12 $100,000 T-Qual Caravan Park Submitted 
May 
2012 

$75,000 Mid West Community 
Foundation 

Architectural design and 
detail drawings for Yalgoo 
Community Hub: 
Community & Youth 
Centre 

Submitted 
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General/Other/Meetings 

Item Comment 
UHY Haines Norton Met with Mandy Wynne and Paul Breman – presentation of new financial report, 

staff mentoring and assistance DCEO and rates/payroll. Set up rate modelling for 
2012/13. 

Regional Road Group Workshop & meeting Geraldton (President, Deputy, CEO) 
Budget Preparation of individual elements in accordance with Council policy 
Interim Audit  
CLGF Individual Prepared budget etc information for funding agreements (2) for 10-11 (finalised) 

and 11-12 (draft submitted to RDL for review) funds. 
CLGF Regional Lodged business case for Morawa Road. 
WALGA Zone Meeting Cue – President, Deputy President, CEO 
Fire Control Officers 
Training 

2 days Mt Magnet 

Planned for June 2012 

Item Comment 
Meet with Minister 
for Indigenous Affairs 

President and CEO to discuss Yalgoo issues and needs 

Emergency 
Management Forum 

President and CEO WALGA state forum 

Integrated Strategic 
Planning 

Obtain quotes for long term financial plan and asset management 

Budget Forward Capital Works  
Election 1 Sep 2012 Call for enrolment on electoral roll 
Recruitment Advertise for vacancies x 2 
Workforce Plan Meet with consultant 
Bullying & 
Harassment Training 

Consultant to provide training to all staff on site 

Murchison Executive 
Group 

Meeting Sandston 
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Executive Report DCEO May 2012  

Prepared by Heather Boyd, Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

Status and Activity Report 

Project/ Program Status/ Comments Activity this reporting period 

Community Crime and 
Prevention 

 Application for extension 
requested to 31/12/12 

 Initial survey of the lighting of 
public amenities has been 
conducted by Amlec House.  

Capacity Building – Staff and Elected Members 

Policy Schedule 3.2(b), Councillors, requires the CEO to advise Council when the Shire funds councillors to 
attend any conference or training. This item further informs Council of courses, conferences, training, 
workshops and other professional development that staff and elected members have undertaken during 
the reporting period to build capacity to achieve the Council’s goals and responsibilities. 

Type Description Provider Location Duration Participants 
Conference Emergency 

Management 
WALGA Perth 1 day   Terry Iturbide 

 Sharon Daishe 
Training Fire Control 

Officer 
FESA Mt Magnet 2 days  Sharon Daishe 

 Heather Boyd 
Training Vehicle 

Licensing 
Dept of 
Planning 

Geraldton 3 days  Diane Hodder 
 Elisha Hodder 

Vandalism Report 

Date Details/ Action Taken 
 NIL 

Councillor Information Requests 

Received From Details Status 
Cnr L Terry Budget item – for a 

weighing system for 
batching plant 

 This was included in the draft budget items presented 
to Council at the March meeting. 

General/Other/Meetings 

Item Comment 
  

Planned for Next Month 

Item Comment 
Budget Continue with preparation of the 2012/13 budget. 
End of Financial Year Prepare accounts for end of financial year 
Extra-ordinary-
Election 

Start preparation for the local government by-election 
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Barry Haase 
Federal Member for Durack 

 
M E D I A  R E L E A S E   

 

 

27 May 2012 

Mr Barry Haase, Federal Member for Durack, welcomed the news the decision to 
host the world’s most powerful radio telescope had ended.  

The project will shared by Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. 

The Square Kilometre Array, or SKA, is a next‐generation radio telescope and will be 
the largest and most capable radio telescope ever constructed. 

Although Mr Haase believed Australia was the best site for the SKA project with the 
focus on the Murchison, he conceded it was perhaps a combination of political and 
financial viability that had resulted in the tie. 

 Mr Haase said “The development of the SKA in our Murchison region will be great 
for science and the Murchison.   With a 50 plus year lifetime, the SKA will increase 
our understanding of the universe and will drive technological development 
worldwide.  The construction and ongoing maintenance will see a boom in 
employment in the remote Murchison.” 

“Currently, the Murchison Shire is famous for being perhaps the only Shire in 
Australia with no gazetted townsite, instead home to 29 stations and a population 
of only around 160 people.  With the approval of the Murchison site for part of the 
SKA project, the name Murchison will become synonymous world wide with science, 
technology and the answers to questions that have been unanswered since the 
beginning of time as we know it”, said Mr Haase. 
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ASKAP Update 
CSIRO Astronomy and Space Science

April 2012

The ASKAP Update is a regular series dedicated to conveying the latest news 
about the Australian SKA Pathfinder (ASKAP) project to international science and 
engineering communities. It is available online at www.atnf.csiro.au/projects/askap.

Infrastructure Construction 
Approaches Completion
Significant progress continues at 
the Murchison Radio-astronomy 
Observatory (MRO), home of ASKAP, with 
infrastructure construction approaching 
completion. 

With 34 ASKAP antennas also now on 
site (the final two are due by early May 
2012), the MRO has been a constant hive 
of activity. 

High-speed internet connections now 
link the MRO Support Facility (MSF) in 
Geraldton with the MRO and iVEC’s 
Pawsey Centre in Perth. 

The optical fibre connection between 
Geraldton and the MRO (370 km) was 
installed by CSIRO as an integral part of 
MRO development, and the Geraldton–
Perth (450 km) link is part of the National 
Broadband Network. 

The link currently operates at 1 Gb/s, but 
will progressively increase during 2012 to 
40 Gb/s.

www.csiro.au

Support infrastructure works at the 
MRO are approaching the final phases of 
commissioning and testing, and include 
the construction of 36 kilometres 
of access roads and tracks, power 
and data infrastructure, as well as a 
central Control Building and antenna 
foundations.

The Control Building houses the complex 
digital systems of ASKAP and other 
international projects at the MRO within 
two layers of welded steel shielding. 
This including the ASKAP beamformers 
and correlator, as well as termination 
points for approximately 7600 fibre links 
coming in from the ASKAP antennas, the 
Murchison Widefield Array and the link 
to Geraldton. 

The 31st and 32nd sets of ASKAP antenna components arrive on road trains at the 
Murchison Radio-astronomy Observatory in Western Australia. The Control Building can 
be seen toward the upper middle of the photo. 

Credit: Barry Turner, CSIRO.

The Control Building will also act 
as a base for MRO support staff and 
visitors with office space, laboratories 
(electronics repair), an operations 
control room, a small mechanical 
workshop, stores and general amenities.

Designed to stringent requirements, 
the Control Building requires innovative 
energy efficiency solutions and building 
techniques to preserve the pristine 
radio-quiet environment of the MRO.

Final phases of the Control Building 
construction are now underway, 
and formal testing of various facility 
characteristics are required over the 
coming weeks before the official 
handover to CSIRO can take place.
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End-to-end Systems Tests with 
the First ASKAP PAF 
The ASKAP Systems Commissioning 
and Computing teams have developed 
a software correlator able to process 
signals from multiple ASKAP antenna 
receivers in real-time. 

This allows end-to-end system tests 
onsite with the first Phased Array Feed 
(PAF) receiver installed on an ASKAP 
antenna at the MRO. 

The system uses ‘raw data capture’ from 
memory on beamformer cards, capable 
of handling data from 16 bands, each 1 
MHz, spanning 300 MHz bandwidth to 
produce measurement sets just like a full 
correlator. 

The interim measure is a vital diagnostic 
verification tool for full system 
implementation.

The first on-sky commissioning session 
in December 2011 achieved first fringes 
of Virgo A using an ASKAP PAF and a 
high performance L-band single pixel 
feed (SPF) receiver installed on ASKAP 
antennas at the MRO. 

Using an RF-over-fibre (RFoF) link the 
team was able to capture baseband data 
from the two antennas simultaneously 
through the same beamformer, then 
able to verify fringes with the software 
correlator.

The test process was conceptually 
similar to that used at the Parkes 
Testbed Facility late last year – with 

interferometry between the first full-
sized PAF prototype installed on the 
12-m testbed and the central horn of the 
multibeam receiver on CSIRO’s Parkes 
64-m ‘Dish’ telescope.

Now in 2012, the next step will be to 
install two additional PAFs forming a 
real-time three-baseline system. 

The software correlator is crucial for 
the end-to-end system testing in this 
configuration. 

Once PAFs are installed on six ASKAP 
antennas, the Commissioning Teams will 
use this engineering testbed known as 
BETA (Boolardy Engineering Test Array) 
to prepare for the full fit-out of the 36 
antenna ASKAP radio telescope.

New Commissioning Taskforce 
Guides SCOM-2
In parallel to Systems Engineering 
Commissioning, preparation for Science 
Commissioning activities (SCOM-2) 
is underway in 2012, driven by the 
ASKAP Science team with input from 
the Systems Commissioning and ASKAP 
Computing teams. 

In March, a detailed Science 
Commissioning Plan was presented to an 
ASKAP Commissioning Taskforce, a team 
of senior CASS staff with decades of 
experience gained from commissioning 
CSIRO’s Australia Telescope Compact 
Array as well as many other international 
facilities. 

ASKAP’s SCOM-2 team will draw on the 
deep experience within this Taskforce 
to guide ASKAP science commissioning 
activities and maximise the strategy for 
BETA science verification planning. 

The eventual goal of the science 
commissioning team is to run full 
end-to-end tests of BETA as a software 
telescope in preparation for science 
observations. 

To ensure that the scientific 
requirements of the instrument are 
met, the team will observe astronomical 
objects with available pre-existing data 
to make direct quantitative comparisons 
for all aspects of the data cubes. 

Both Galactic and Extragalactic objects 
will be considered, to test instrument 
requirements including (among others) 
field of view sensitivity and stability, 
frequency response, imaging fidelity, 
calibration accuracy and dynamic range. 

The Path to ASKAP 
Commissioning
The substantial commissioning 
required to prepare BETA, and 
ultimately ASKAP, for scientific 
observation can be broken down 
into three partially overlapping 
phases: 

1. Engineering, Integration and 
Functionality: the engineering 
and integration plan executed by 
the System Commissioning Team, 
SCOM-1, and driven by ASKAP’s 
Systems Engineering, Integration 
and Commissioning (SEIC) project 
team.

2. Science and User Readiness: when 
BETA is capable of producing useful 
observations, commissioning will 
be executed by SCOM-2, the Science 
Commissioning Team, driven by 
ASKAP’s Science and User Policy 
(SUP) team.

3. SST-Specific Readiness: once 
BETA is able to provide scientifically 
useful data, the ASKAP team will 
work closely with the ten ASKAP 
Survey Science Teams (SSTs) to test 
and debug BETA for science survey 
readiness.

ASKAP antenna fibres prior to installation.  

Credit: Department of Innovation, Industry, Science, Research and Tertiary Education.
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Towards the end of the second phase, 
when BETA is at a point at which it is 
ready to perform scientifically useful 
observations on a ‘shared risk’ basis, the 
ASKAP team will work closely with the 
Survey Science Teams (SSTs) to ensure a 
science and user ready BETA instrument 
capable of accomplishing the Survey 
Science Projects themselves. 

Planning is underway for ‘Busy Weeks’ 
in which SCOM-1, SCOM-2 and ASKAP 
Engineers (including the software and 
computing group) will work with the 
SSTs to test and debug BETA for science 
survey readiness.

These sessions will allow experience 
gathered during engineering verification 
activities to propagate through to the 
science commissioning phase. 

Next Six Configuration 
Proposed
Beyond BETA, an important science 
commissioning step is to determine 
a twelve-antenna configuration. Two 
possible configurations for the first 12 
antennas have been proposed, based on 
various requirements of the SSTs.

The locations of the 36 actual antenna 
are of course already fixed at this point 
– the current configuration discussion 
focuses on the selection of which 
antennas will be fitted with the second 
set of six PAFs.

A configuration for BETA plus these 
additional six antennas offers some 
600,000 possible options. Simulation 
tools have been developed to study the 
synthesised beam of an observation with 
any specified configuration, allowing 
investigations of sidelobe levels and 
exploration of how the beam changes 
with declinations, frequencies and 
observation time. 

Though the configuration is not yet 
finalised, a distribution with the most 
uniform uv coverage has been proposed. 

The Science team will work closely 
with the SSTs over the coming months 
to refine the configuration and to 
ensure the best possible science can be 
achieved with the 12 PAF array, while 
the remaining PAF systems are then 
installed. 

Data Challenge to Simulate 
BETA Data Flow
Having been accepted as ‘early adopters’ 
of the iVEC Pawsey Centre ‘Epic’ 
supercomputer, the Pawsey Centre 1A 
machine, ASKAP’s Computing team have 
been using the system since July 2011 to 
test the processing pipeline software. 

The team was granted one million CPU 
hours on Epic in the second half of 2011, 
and eight million CPU hours in the first 
half of 2012.

In preparation for BETA observations, 
the computing group is instituting a 
‘Data Challenge’, a simulated BETA 
observation to test science processing 
code and simulate the flow of data from 
the BETA instrument (at the MRO) to the 
MRO Support Facility (Geraldton) and 
then to iVEC’s Pawsey Centre (Perth) 
where it will pass through calibration, 
imaging and source finding software. 

ASKAP Antenna 3 was the first to be installed 
with a Phased Array Feed (PAF) receiver. 

Credit: Barry Turner, CSIRO.

The Data Challenge aims to construct 
a data reduction pipeline capable of 
processing data from BETA. 

It produces measurement sets and a 
sky model (derived from a model sky 
based on that used for the large science 
simulations generated in 2011). 

It then runs the calibration and imaging 
pipeline, and performs source finding 
and quality measurements. 

It will be used to drive improvements 
in the imaging software, in particular 
to test reliability, robustness and track 
performance improvements as they are 
introduced. 

Ultimately, when BETA is ready 
for observing, the experience and 
developments from the Data Challenge 
will allow a smooth switch-over to the 
processing of real BETA data. 
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CONTACT US
t 1300 363 400 
 +61 3 9545 2176 
e enquiries@csiro.au 
w www.csiro.au

For further information
Flornes Conway-Derley | Communication Officer
CSIRO Astronomy and Space Science
PO Box 76, Epping, NSW, 1710
t +61 2 9372 4339
e  flornes.conway-derley@csiro.au
w    www.atnf.csiro.au/projects/askap 

YOUR CSIRO
Australia is founding its future on 
science and innovation. Its national 
science agency, CSIRO, is a powerhouse 
of ideas, technologies and skills for 
building prosperity, growth, health and 
sustainability. It serves governments, 
industries, business and communities 
across the nation.

Construction of the MRO Support Facility (MSF) began 
earlier in 2012. The MSF will be located within the 
Geraldton University Centre in Geraldton and provide 
remote operations services for CSIRO’s ASKAP telescope 
and other projects under construction at the MRO.

It will also feature a dedicated room for Geraldton-based 
researchers who have been awarded computing time on 
iVEC’s Pawsey Centre supercomputers. Completion of the 
Support Facility is expected before year’s end.

Credit: (Photos) Priscilla Clayton and Gemma Whiting, 
CSIRO. (Building Diagram) CSIRO.
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Cnr Vimiera and Pembroke Roads, Marsfield NSW 2122  

PO Box 76, Epping NSW 1710, Australia 

T  (02) 9372 4222   •   ABN 41 687 119 230 

 

CSIRO ASTRONOMY AND SPACE SCIENCE 
 

 

7 May 2012 
 
Shire President 
Cr Terry Iturbide 
Yalgoo Shire Council 
P O BOX 40 
YALGOO WA 6635 
 
Dear Cr Iturbide, 
 
RE:     April 2012 Update – Activities at the Murchison Radio-astronomy Observatory (MRO) 
 
Developments at the MRO 
Cyclone Lua 
Considerable effort was made to ensure objects at the MRO  were secured and or safely stowed away in 
preparation for Cyclone Lua.   Although some strong winds were experienced, there was only light rainfall 
at the MRO and no damage was sustained. 
 
ASKAP Antennas 
All 36 antennas are now on site at the MRO either assembled or in assembly. This is a major milestone for 
the project. All 36 antennas are scheduled for completion by mid 2012. 
More recently, we have been fitting the ASKAP antennas with numbers for easy identification.  It is CSIRO’s 
intention to have most of the infrastructure at the MRO given local names.  The numbers are an interim 
measure to ensure easy identification. 
 

 
 

 
 

(Photo Credit:  Ross Forsyth CSIRO) 
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Fibre-Optic Connection 
Construction of the Geraldton to MRO optic-fibre is now complete and a temporary agreement between 
AARNet and Nextgen is providing further network access from Geraldton to Perth.   The optic-fibre link also 
includes provision of access to high-bandwidth for the City of Greater Geraldton’s facilities in Mullewa and 
the Geraldton Airport.  Once the permanent agreement between AARNet, Nextgen and a number of other 
agencies has been finalised, work can proceed on the provision of high-bandwidth capacity (NBN) between 
Geraldton and Perth that will carry ASKAP (and Murchison Widefield Array - MWA) science data.  This 
increased high-bandwidth capacity is expected to be up and running in August 2012. 
The Geraldton – Perth fibre link enables fast connection to the MRO from anywhere with high speed net 
access.  It is interesting to note that the ASKAP antennas at the MRO can now be fully controlled and 
monitored from Marsfield. 
 

 
 
 
MRO Central Control Building 
Construction of the MRO infrastructure is now practically complete and McConnell Dowell (contractor) is in 
the process of demobilising their accommodation precinct and site offices. The final phase is the 
commissioning, testing and handover, which is progressing well. 
 

  
 
 

Zebra finches watch the activity at the MRO. 
Photo Credit:  Ross Forsyth (CSIRO) 

Photo of the new MRO Control Building taken 
March 2012. 
(Photo Credit:  Barry Turner CSIRO) 
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Murchison Radioastronomy Observatory Support Facility (MSF) Geraldton 
Building of the MSF is progressing well.  The MSF is located at the Geraldton Universities Centre, Onslow 
Street Geraldton. The building will be  800sqm, consisting of 12-15 offices for CSIRO staff and visitors.  In 
addition the MSF will house the operations control room, an electronics repair laboratory and small 
mechanical workshop. The MSF  building is sited at the termination point for the optic fibre link from the 
MRO to Geraldton and the NBN connection to the Pawsey Centre in Perth.   Occupancy of the MSF is 
expected in December 2012. 
 
Murchison Shire Council Meeting – Thursday 15 March 2012 
Barry Turner (MRO Site Manager) and I attended the Murchison Shire Council meeting on 15 March 2012 to 
provide an update on ASKAP and discuss issues of interests to both groups. 
 
Murchison Astrofest 2012 
Priscilla Clayton and members of the Murchison Astrofest Committee met on 04/04/2012 at the Murchison 
Shire Offices to discuss the Astrofest.    Since then, the group has decided to hold the event bi-annually.  As 
such there will not be a Murchison Astrofest this year, instead it will be held in 2013. 
 
Visitors at the MRO – April 2012 
We have had several important visitors at MRO with the most recent being a high ranking Chinese 
delegation.  
 
SKA Site Bid  
SKA Members meet to decide Site Selection (04/04/2012) 
http://www.skatelescope.org/news/ska-members-meet-discuss-site-selection/ 
       
ANZSKA Newsletter 
The latest anzSKA Newsletter can be found at:  

http://www.ska.gov.au/media/newsletter/Documents/anzSKA_34_lr.pdf 
 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 9372-4101 or Antony.schinckel@csiro.au, 
Priscilla Clayton (08) 9923-7755 or Barry Turner on (08) 9923-7750 or 0400 192 519 in Geraldton if you 
have any questions. 
 
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 

 
 
Ant Schinckel 
ASKAP Theme Leader and Director 
CSIRO Astronomy & Space Science 
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14 May 2012 
 
 
 

DRILLING PROGRAMME COMPLETE 
 

The Company is pleased to advise that the current round of haematite exploration drilling was 
completed on the weekend. A total of 2,629m of drilling was undertaken across 48 holes. The 
first two thirds of the samples have already been dispatched to the laboratory for assaying and 
the balance of the samples should be processed and lodged for testing by the end of the week. 

Recently appointed Chairman of Ferrowest Limited, Mr Bryan Hughes got the opportunity to 
tour Yogi during the haematite exploration drilling. He was  joined by TFA International’s new 
General Manager, Mr Robert Sun, who was also visiting Yogi for the first time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haematite RC sample splitting at Yogi 
 

 

 

 

 

 

L to R: FWL Chairman Bryan Hughes, FWL MD Brett 
Manning,  TFA General Manager  Robert  Sun,  FWL 
Environment Manager, Renee Zuks 

Discussing diamond core drilling previously  
completed at Yogi 

For further information please contact: Brett Manning – Managing Director +61 8 9277 2600 
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28 May, 2012 

 

GENERAL UPDATE 
Investment Agreement with the Taifeng Group 

The  Chinese  Government  approval  process  for  the  Investment  Agreement  with  TFA 
International Pty  Ltd  (“Taifeng”),  the Australian  subsidiary of  the Sichuan Taifeng Group of 
China,  is  reaching  its  final  stages  and  the  Company  has  been  providing  some  further 
information requested by the Chinese Commerce Department. 

Once granted, Taifeng will subscribe  for  the second  tranche of equity  (a  further $2M at 20 
cents per share) and will provide the first of the $20M in project funding. 

Final Magnetite Drilling Results from the SAM In‐fill Drilling Programme 

The  last  of  the  assays,  for  hole  YORC‐137  has  been  received  from  the  12  RC  SAM  In‐fill 
Programme conducted  in February and March 2012. All the results are generally consistent 
with the current Inferred Resource block model at SAM. The average grade at Yogi is 27.5%Fe 
and YORC‐137 exceeds  this expectation. The average values of  the major drilling  intercepts 
are provided below. 

  
Intersections 
Grade +23%Fe                

Hole  From  To  Length  % Fe  % SiO2 % Al2O3 % P  % LOI100

YORC 137  113 119  6    

(479461mE)   120 130  10    

(6878183mN)   150 171  21    

  188 290  102    

     139m 28.23 48.68 4.59 0.06  ‐0.86

         

  

Ferrowest Sponsors Educational Programme in the Murchison 

Ferrowest  has  joined  forces  with  Crosslands  Resources,  Oakajee  Port  and  Rail,  Sinosteel 
Midwest Corporation and Padbury Mining  to sponsor an  important educational  initiative  in 
the Mid West Region in support of the Murchison cluster of schools including: 

Yalgoo Primary School    Sandstone Primary School  Meekatharra District School 

Mount Magnet District High School  Mullewa District High School  Cue Primary School  

Pia Wajarri Remote Community   Yulga Jinna Remote Community 
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The sponsorship will support two important initiatives, being: 

• Protective Behaviours instruction for the children of the Murchison Schools; and 

• Special  training  for  the  Principals  of  the Murchison  Schools  to  support  and  train 
teachers across the Murchison, many of whom are at an early stage in their teaching 
careers. 

By combining the resources of the participating companies, a material contribution could be 
made to this very worthy cause. 

 
Ferrowest Managing Director, Brett Manning providing the sponsorship to Cue School Principal, 

Liz Tuckey (as representative of the Murchison cluster of Schools) during a recent visit 
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 Welcome to WALGA’s Councillor Direct Weekly Newsletter for Elected Members for Wednesday, 02 May.  A weekly summary of the 

major business dealings and member benefits as well as links to current publications and items of interest for Councillors.  

 

Councillor Direct 

 This Week’s  Headlines  

  

 Local Government Finance 

Regulations—Reduction In 

Interest Rates 

 Crime Grants Applications 

Open 

 Professional Development 

Opportunities  

  

 

WALGA Website  

 
 iew the current 

Issues Online  

  

LG News  

Western Councillor   

  

 
Issue # 18 02 April 

   
To Unsubscribe to the 

Councillor Direct 
Weekly Newsletter 
please click here. 

 

 President’s Column 
  

 

Media Releases 
 

Events  

 
For further information  
please contact Acting 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Wayne Scheggia  on 
9213 2000 or email 
wscheggia@walga.asn.a
u  

 

Training 

 
P OFE  IONAL DE ELOPMENT OPPO T NITIE   

Change Management – Tuesday, 15 May 

Change Management includes planning for and initiating organisational change. It stresses the leadership role of the 
Council in sponsoring change and recognises that there is a need for the Council and the CEO to work together to 
achieve significant change.  

The Council must introduce change using its legislated role and act within jurisdiction at all times. Relevant sections 
of the Local Government Act 1995 are explained so that Elected Members have a sound basis to choose the right 
option for guiding the organisation and the community through change.  

These options range from a formalised Change Plan, adoption of policies, using committees, choosing resourcing 
options and/or setting objectives using provisions in the CEO‘s employment contract. 

Policy Development – Wednesday, 16 May 

Policy Development outlines the process for effective policy development needed by Elected Members to perform 
their role in Local Government.   

Being in public life places obligations on Elected Members to understand the wider issues associated with their role 
so that they meet community expectations whilst operating within legislative and regulatory constraints.  

Major issues impacting on policy are analysed and interpreted and integrated through the development phase. 

To access a full course flyer just click the ‗training‘ tab at the top of this flyer or contact training@walga.asn.au  
  

 
C IME G ANT  APPLICATION  OPEN 
Attorney General Christian Porter today launched the latest round of the Confiscation Grants program, which allows 
Local Governments and non-profit community groups to apply for grants of up to $200,000.  

Mr Porter said the program, administered by the Department of the Attorney General, allocated the grants from a 
pool of funds seized under the State‘s tough proceeds of crime laws. 

The Attorney General said the grants would fund projects designed to prevent or reduce drug-related crime and drug 
abuse, support crime victims or to aid law enforcement. 

―The grants are released to the successful applicants once they have met certain pre-conditions, including 
contributing in-kind support to the project they are going to run,‖ he said.  

Criminals‘ money and property can be seized by the WA Police and the Director of Public Prosecutions under the 

Criminal Property Confiscation Act 2000. 

A total of $2million has been made available in this latest round of the program. The closing date for applications is 
Friday, 29 June at 5pm. All applicants are encouraged to discuss their proposed project with the department‘s 

grants administrator on 9264 1206 (country callers 1800 994 400) 

Further information about the program, including guidelines and an application form, is available at 

http://www.dotag.wa.gov.au  

 
LOCAL  GO E NMENT FINANCE  EG LATION  -  ED CTION IN INTE E T  ATE  

WALGA has been strongly advocating for a review of the recent amendment to the Financial Management 
Regulations relating to reducing the interest rate for late payments and the instalment rate. 

WALGA President Troy Pickard together with Senior Staff recently met with the Minister for Local Government and 
presented evidence on the financial impact that the recent amendments will have on Local Governments. An  
analysis of the sector has demonstrated a significant cash flow impact for Councils. 

WALGA has requested the previous interest rates to be re-instated. 

The Minister received the information and advised that he would consider our request and respond in the near 
future. 

For further information please contact Executive Manager Governance and Strategy, Tony Brown on 9213 2051 or 

email tbrown@walga.asn.au 
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Government of Western Australia 
Department of Local Government 

OurRef: 323-10#02 E1214469 

TO ALL LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

CIRCULAR N° 12-2012 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AMENDMENT ACT 2012 - STAGE 2 

As you would be aware, the Local Government Amendment Act 2012 ("Amendment Act") is 
to be phased in over three stages. Stage 1 came into operation on 21 April 2012, as outlined 
in Departmental Circular 07-2012, which is available on the Department's website 
www.dlg.wa.gov.au. 

The following Stage 2 provisions of the Amendment Act have been proclaimed to come into 
effect on 1 July 2012: 

Chief Executive Officer remuneration to be in compliance with Salaries and 
Allowances Tribunal Determinations 

Stage 2 will now bring into effect section 13 of the Amendment Act which provides that 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) remuneration must comply with determinations set by the 
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal ("Tribunal"). 

As part of Stage 1, section 38 of the Amendment Act came into effect to provide the Salaries 
and Allowances Act 1975 with the power to make binding determinations on local 
government CEO remuneration. It is expected that the Tribunal will publish its first report on 
this new responsibility in June 2012. 

Transitional provisions have been included within the Amendment Act to cater for existing 
and advertised CEO contracts of employment. In particular, transitional provisions provide 
that from 1 July 2012: 

(i) CEOs with existing contracts of employment entered into prior to 19 October 
2011 which have a remuneration currently over the recommended 
remuneration bands set by the Tribunal will not be required to comply with the new 
requirements for the length of their employment with their current employer; 

(ii) all other existing CEO contracts of employment (including those entered into after 19 
October 2011 and acting arrangements) will be able to be fulfilled before having to 
comply with the new requirements. After this point the entering into or renewing of a 
contract of employment (including acting contracts) will need to comply with the new 
requirements; and 

140 William Street Perth Western Australia 6000 
Telephone (08) 6552 1500 Facsimile (08) 6552 1555 info@dlg.wa.gov.au 

www.dlg.wa.gov.au 
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(iii) the new provisions will not apply where a CEO position to which the contract relates 
has already been advertised prior to the new sections coming into operation. In these 
circumstances the position may be filled at the advertised remuneration, however 
once that contract is fulfilled the entering into or renewing of a new contract of 
employment will need to comply with the Tribunal's determinations. 

Rebates for underground power charges to be available to pensioners and eligible 
seniors 

Part 3 of the Amendment Act provides for consequential amendments to the Rates and 
Charges (Rebates and Deferments) Act 1992 to allow pensioners and eligible seniors to 
receive rebates on underground electricity service charges made under section 6.38 of the 
Local Government Act 1995. 

The commencement of Part 3 will come into effect on 1 July 2012, the same day as the 
annual amendments to rebate limits in the Rates and Charges (Rebates and Deferments) 
Regulations 1992. 

Jennifer Mathews 
DIRECTOR GENERAL 

G June 2012 
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Minister for Locai Government; Heritage; 
Citizenship and IVIulticulturai Interests 

OurRef: 6-12 E1212472 

TO ALL LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

CIRCULAR N° 02-2012 

UPDATE ON THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT) 
AMENDMENT REGULATIONS 2012 

The Local Government (Financial Management) Amendment Regulations 2012 
enables local governments to impose interest rates and administration charges in 
the following areas: 
• when ratepayers choose to pay rates by instalments; and 
• where rates or other service charge and fees are overdue. 

The interest rates payable by ratepayers on instalment payments and on overdue 
rates and service charges has remained unchanged since 1999 when the Reserve 
Bank of Australia (RBA) cash rate was five per cent. 

The RBA cash rate in May 2012 is 3.75 per cent and is implied to fall to 
three per cent by December 2012. 

I considered the current interest rate charge too high and moved to reduce the 
limits to from 5.5 per cent to two per cent and from 11 per cent to seven per cent 
respectively. 

That decision was met with concerns from the sector with potential impact on cash 
flow and a general view many would increase rates to counter that reduction. 

The Regulation providing for administration charges is quite specific in that the 
charge must be based on cost recovery not as a revenue raising exercise. 

A sample of 25 local governments selected by my Department of Local 
Government indicates these charges range from $9 to $54 per annum. 

The range in the sample of metropolitan local governments was $15 to $54; 
several were in the $30 - $36 range. 

Level 8, Dumas House, 2 Havelock Street, West Perth Western Australia 6005 
Telephone: +61 8 6552 6600 Facsimile: +61 8 6552 6601 Email: MinisterCastrilli@clpc.wa.gov.au 
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In recent discussions with the Western Australian Local Government Association 
(WALGA) and Local Government Managers Australia (WA Division) (LGMA), I 
was asked to review my decision to reduce interest rates, which I agreed to, 
subject to two actions occurring with support of the peak bodies. These are: 
• a sector wide focus on administrative charges being based on cost recovery as 

clearly stipulated in the Regulations; and 
• A sector wide focus on proactively assisting ratepayers experiencing financial 

difficulty in making rate payments. 

I have asked WALGA and the LGMA to work with the sector in adopting the City of 
Armadale's service named 'A Smarter Way to Pay' or a similar service. 

Under this service, ratepayers can make application to the City to put in place 
arrangements whereby the rates for that particular year are paid regularly, mainly 
by direct debit, without administration fees and without an interest rate penalty. 

I commend the City of Armadale for this initiative and sincerely hope others follow 
this lead. 

My Department will review administration charges imposed for 2012/13 and report 
to me the extent of cost recovery for these charges and the uptake of a proactive 
service that assists ratepayers experiencing financial difficulty without further 
adding to their financial burden. 

I will then determine if any further action needs to be taken to ensure a more 
reasonable outcome for ratepayers. 

As each local government considers the 2012/13 budget, I urge all local 
government elected members and senior management to closely review areas of 
expenditure to ensure communities receive reasonable levels of service at a 
reasonable cost. 

G M (John) Castrilli MLA 
MINISTER FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT; HERITAGE; 
CITIZENSHIP AND MULTICULTURAL INTERESTS 

1 5 MAY 2012 
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To: Chief Executive Officer  From: Acting CEO 
Organisation: All Councils Date: 15th May 2012 
Reference:    

Subject: Interest Rate Adjustment Priority: Medium 
 

IN BRIEF 

Operational Area: Finance / Rates 

Key Issues: • The Government moved recently to cut penalty and instalment interest rates 

• The Association lobbied for reinstatement of these rates due to adverse impacts 

• Minister has agreed to reinstate, but the advisory circular is confusing 

Action Required: Noting 

 
WALGA has been lobbying for reinstatement of the penalty and instalment interest % rates, 
following the surprise reduction in these rates in the latest round of amendments to the Local 
Government (Financial Management) Regulation (1996). 
 
Whilst the Minister has agreed to this request, unfortunately the Minister’s Circular (see 
link: http://publications.dlg.wa.gov.au/MinisterialCircular2-2012.pdf), doesn’t specifically 
articulate the reinstatement of the interest rate.  
 
WALGA has clarified with the DLG that the interest rates of 11% and 5.5% will be reinstated 
and that the DLG will clarify this in further advice to all local governments tomorro
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STATE BUDGET 
 

The 2012/13 State Budget was released on 17 May. The Budget includes 
significant re-timing of projects and expenditure, resulting in a small ($196 
million) operating surplus in 2012/13.  The broad economic aggregates and 
household impacts of the budget have been widely reported.  This Briefing 
focusses on issues related to the Local Government sector. 
 
Country Local Government Fund 
 

$51 million has been allocated to individual country Local Governments for 
implementing their forward capital works plans.  $27 million will be made 
available to groups of country Local Governments to invest in regionally 
significant infrastructure projects, developed with the support of Regional 
Development Commissions.  These figures include commitments from 
previous years.  Compared with the 2011/12 Budget, new funding in 
2012/13 for the Country Local Government Fund has fallen $60.7 million. 
 

The Budget includes a reduction in funding for projects delivered by Regional 
Groupings of Local Governments in 2012/13 and 2013/14.  The final out- 
year of the Budget (2015/16) shows a reduction in funding at the local level, 
partially offset by an increase in funding for regional projects. 
   
$ million 2010/11 

Actual 
2011/12 
Estimate 

2012/13 
Budget 

2013/14 
Forecast 

2014/15 
Forecast 

2015/16 
Forecast 

Local Infrastructure 
Asset Renewal & 
New Assets 

22.9 50.0 50.7 49.6 45.1 19.4 

Regional Grouping 
of Local Govts  

7.1 34.0 27.4 28.1 42.8 63.7 

Admin of Funds 0.4 0.8 8.1 8.1 5.6 5.6 

Facilitation Support 
to Regional Groups 
of Local Govts 

 1.4     

Regional 
Governance 
Services & Asset 
Management Tools 

8.6 8.0 2.0 2.4 4.7 4.4 

TOTAL 39.5 96.1 90.0 90.0 100.0 95.0 

 
The $2 million in 2012/13 provided to the Department of Local Government is 
for volunteer amalgamation support.  $5 million is provided for SuperTowns 
planning. 
 
Regional Centres Development Plan (SuperTowns) 
 

Future funding, beyond the $86 million previously allocated to prepare 
growth plans, for the nine regional towns in the southern half of the State 
identified with significant growth potential (SuperTowns) will come from core 
Royalties for Regions schemes such as through the Regional Development 
Council (Regional Strategic Projects) and the Country Local Government 
Fund (where $5 million has been taken for 2012/13).  
 
Regional Grants Scheme 
 

An additional $1 million per year in each of 2012/13 and 2013/14 has been 
provided to each Regional Development Commission for the Regional 
Grants Scheme which is open to eligible individuals and organisations to 
improve economic and community infrastructure and services in the regions. 
 
Roads 
 

Under the State Road Funds to Local Government Agreement, 27% of 
Vehicle Licence Fees are directed to fund work on local roads. 
Motor Vehicle Licence Fees (for a typical sedan) will be increased 2.65% on 
the 2011/12 level (this is the first increase since 2007/08).   This, coupled 
with an increase in the number of registered vehicles, is forecast to result in  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
an 8.1% increase in revenue from Vehicle Licence Fees compared with 
the estimated revenue in 2011/12. 
This will flow through to an increase in funding to Local Governments via 
the agreement with the State Government.  The base funding provided 
under this agreement is forecast as follows: 
 

 2010/11 
Actual 

2011/12 
Estimate 

2012/13 
Budget 

2013/14 
Forecast 

2014/15 
Forecast 

2015/16 
Forecast 

$million 141.0 149.1 161.1 170.2 178.6 188.6 
 
The budget shows the following State Road Funds applied to local roads. 
 

 2010/11 
Actual 

2011/12 
Estimate 

2012/13 
Budget 

2013/14 
Forecast 

2014/15 
Forecast 

2015/16 
Forecast 

$million 127.6 186.3 172.0 196.7 189.5 199.5 
 
The State funding applied to Local Government roads is forecast to be 
higher than the share of vehicle licence fee revenue in 2011/12 and 
subsequent years as a result of additional funding from the WA Natural 
Disaster Recovery and Relief Arrangements for work on flood damaged 
roads, and carry-forward of project expenditure not delivered in earlier 
years. 
From the Road Trauma Trust Account, $14.3 million of recurrent 
expenditure and $7 million of capital expenditure has been allocated in 
2012/13 to improve road safety at metropolitan intersections.  This money 
will be used to treat intersections identified on a priority basis by various 
options such as creating roundabouts and right turn signals.  Also funded 
from the Road Trauma Trust Account is a Regional and Remote Road 
Improvement Program.  In 2012/13, $13 million in recurrent funding and 
$7 million in capital expenditure is provided.  It is understood that these 
initiatives will cover both local and State roads.  The program of projects 
to be funded has not yet been finalised and so the quantum of funds 
available for work on Local Government roads is not yet known. 
 
Electricity and Street Lighting 
 

The electricity tariffs included in the State Budget do not include the 
impact of the Carbon Tax which is effective from 1 July 2012.  For 
reference, the budget includes an increase of 3.5% in residential 
electricity tariffs.  The Carbon Tax is expected to add a further 9.5% to 
this increase.   
The tariffs of most relevance to Local Governments and their increases 
(excluding Carbon Tax) are set out below. 
 

 % Increase in 2012/13  
(Excluding Carbon Tax) 

Small Business (L1/L2) 3.5 
Medium Business (L3/L4) 6.4 
Street Lighting (Z) -5.0 

 
The increase in these tariffs due to the Carbon Price is yet to be 
announced.  Although indicative only, the budget shows modest (7 – 
9%pa) increases in street lighting tariffs in the following two years, 
followed by a 19% increase in 2015/16. 
 
State Underground Power Program 
 

The Public Utilities Office (formerly Office of Energy) has included $9.8 
million in 2012/13 and $4.8 million in 2013/14 for the State’s contribution 
to the Underground Power Program.  In its capital budget, Western Power 
has provided $40 million in 2012/13 and $20 million in 2013/14 for the 
Underground Power Program.  There is no provision in 2014/15 or 
2015/16 for the Underground Power Program.  The Government has 
indicated that it wishes to consider this matter as part of the Western 
Power Access Arrangements and undertake further work on the design of 

MAY 2012 STATE BUDGET EDITION 
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a new program round, taking into consideration the Report by the Economic 
Regulation Authority and work undertaken by the Public Utilities Unit.  
Continuity in project delivery is important if capability and capacity in the 
industry is to be sustained and new projects for 2013/14 and 2014/15 
delivery will need to be identified prior to the next budget in May 2013.  This 
matter will need to be considered in the Mid – year review if this is to be 
achieved. 
 
Infill Sewerage Program 
 

The Water Corporation has budgeted $25 million in each of 2012/13 and 
2013/14 to continue the Infill Sewerage Program in the Metropolitan and 
regional areas.  This compares with an estimated $30 million expenditure in 
this program in 2011/12.  Funding of $15 million per annum is continued 
through the out-years of the budget.  
 
Local Government 
 

The State Budget indicates a change in emphasis in resourcing at the 
Department of Local Government.  Compared with the estimated outcome in 
2011/12 the budget anticipates a 60% reduction in funding for “Building 
Strategic Capability of the Local Government Sector” and a 42% increase in 
“Strengthen Good Governance and Provide Effective Regulation.”  This 
partly reflects conclusion of several Local Government reform initiatives. 
 

Expense 2010/11 
Actual 

2011/12 
Estimate 

2012/13 
Budget 

2013/14 
Forecast 

Build the Strategic 
Capability of the Local 
Government Sector 

 
16,659 

 
17,164 

 
10,281 

 
10,203 

Strengthen Good 
Governance in the 
Local Government 
Sector and Provide 
Effective Regulation 

 
6,964 

 
6,480 

 
9,227 

 
7,121 

 
Cat Act 
 

A total of $3.24 million over two years ($2.76 million in 2012/13) is provided 
for the implementation of the Cat Act (2011).  This will provide assistance to 
Local Governments with set-up costs, and to low income earners in meeting 
new legislative requirements for cat ownership. 
 
Bushfire 
 

The 2012/13 Budget includes a number of global provisions to FESA and 
DEC to enable them to implement responses to the Perth Hills and Margaret 
River bushfire reviews.  FESA has received an additional $10 million per 
annum to: 

• establish and Office of Bushfire Risk Management; 
• improve response measures in the South West Cape region; 
• increase the State’s commitment to train and support volunteers; 
• resource the State Emergency Management Committee to assist 

in its formal assessment of preparedness for large-scale 
emergencies; and 

• improve community information and awareness, incident 
intelligence, change management, governance and structural 
reform. 

 
Public Libraries 
 

Funding for public library materials is included in the State Budget. In 
accordance with the current agreement, $9.23 million will be provided in 
2012/13, increasing to $9.64 million in 2014/15.  Significant projects for the 
State Library noted in the Budget include a review of the public library 
exchange system, implementation of a new regional model and maximising 
the use of technology in public libraries. 
 
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal 
 

An additional $1 million over four years has been provided to expand the 
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal’s role in determining elected members’ 

fees and allowances and the remuneration of Local Government Chief 
Executive Officers.   
 
Community Sport and Recreation Fund 
 

An additional $4 million has been included in the 2013/14 forecast to 
develop basic infrastructure for sport and recreation. 
 
Bicycle Paths Network 
 

As previously announced, the Budget includes $10 million in each of 
2012/13 and 2013/14 for Principal Shared Path cycling projects. 
 
Public Transport 
 

A total of $3.5 million over two years is provided for planning and design 
for light rail.  The extension of the Joondalup rail line to Butler  ($93 m) 
and re-sleepering of grain rail lines ($81 m) as previously announced are 
included in the budget.  The Budget also includes $5 million over two 
years for new Central Area Transit (‘CAT’) buses, which will enable the 
development of a service from Leederville train station to the Esplanade 
bus station.  Purchase of additional buses and three car train-sets are 
included in the capital budget.  However, other major initiatives outlined in 
the Draft Public Transport Plan are not reflected in the budget. 
 
Police 
 

The commencement of the Western Suburbs hub has been deferred for 
two years.  $8 million will be spent over three years to install electronic 
school zone signs in a number of locations. 
 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT COST INDEX 
 

The Local Government Cost Index increased 3.3% in the year to March 
2012, the highest rate of increase since September 2009 when the 
financial crisis triggered a marked fall in non-residential construction 
costs.  The major factors affecting the increase were strong increases in 
Road and Bridge Construction Costs (up 6.3% over the year) and Wages, 
up 4.5% in the year to March.  Offsetting these rises was a further fall in 
non-residential construction costs and a slight fall in machinery and 
equipment costs. 
   

 
Quarterly and annual change in Local Government Cost Index. 
 
Source: ABS Cat  No 6401.0 Consumer Price Index Aust Mar 2012 
 ABS Cat No 6427.0 Producer Price Indexes, Aust Mar 2012 
 ABS Cat No 6345.0 Labour Price Index, Aust Mar 2012 
  
The Consumer Price Index increased just 1.9% in the year to March 
2012.  The WA employment market continues to be strong.  There was 
4% growth in the number of people employed in Western Australia over 
the past 12 months.  70% of new jobs created in Australia in the past 12 
months have been created in WA. Strong jobs growth and effectively full 
employment continues to put upward pressure on wages.  The Wage 
Price Index increased 4.5% in the year to March 2012 and is expected to 
increase at the same rate in the coming year.   
 
For further information or to comment please contact A/Economist Ian 
Duncan on  9213 2031 or email iduncan@walga.asn.au. 
Current and previous editions of Economic Briefing are available at 
http://walga.asn.au/NewsPublications/Publications/EconomicBriefing.aspx  
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GOLD EXPLORATION AT YOGI 
OFF TO A GOOD START 

31 May 2012: ASX Listed, Perth based, Ferrowest Limited today announced that it had 
received promising early results in a search for gold and base metals on its Yogi deposit 
located in the Yalgoo Greenstone belt, 14 Km east of Yalgoo in the Mid West Region of 
Western Australia. 

The Yogi deposit is the centre piece of the Yogi Mine Project, a plan to mine and concentrate 
magnetite iron ore on site to produce 4.5 million tonnes per annum of concentrate at 67%Fe 
for more than 25 years. Ferrowest has a 572 million tonne inferred resource for magnetite at 
Yogi but the prospects for gold in the current uncertain financial times has caused Ferrowest 
and its Chinese partners, TFA International Pty Ltd (“Tai Feng”) to undertake their first 
systematic exploration for gold and base metals at Yogi. 

“Ferrowest and Tai Feng are keen to add further value to the Yogi tenement package. 
This is an area which hosts multiple historic gold workings,” said Ferrowest Managing 
Director, Mr Brett Manning. “The town was declared a separate goldfield to Mt 
Magnet and Cue in 1895 and the current Minjar Gold Mine and Minmetals Resources’ 
Golden Grove base and precious metals mines are both in the region.” 

Recent exploration has highlighted a number of anomalous gold values at Dan’s Knob in the 
south of the Yogi tenement package.  

In March this year, Ferrowest initiated a desktop study of the Dan’s Knob tenement to 
evaluate the gold prospectivity. This was followed by soil and rock chip samples that 
confirmed the presence of three distinct overlapping arsenic and gold anomalies.   

As a follow up, an area to the south-west of the most southerly anomaly was visited and 
several rock chip samples taken with values of up to 1.68 grams per tonne of gold.   

While very preliminary, the Board of Ferrowest believes these results are highly encouraging 
and is already planning the next stage of gold and base metals exploration at Dan’s Knob. 

 “While the iron Resources of the Yogi Mine Project underpin the prospects of 
Ferrowest for the future, potential for gold or base metals adds a great upside in a 
market where many commentators are saying gold prices have potential to grow 
significantly in the long term,” Brett Manning said. 

 

For further information please contact: Brett Manning – Managing Director +61 8 9277 2600 
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The Yogi Mine Project ‐ Outline 

The  Yogi Mine  Project  proposes  the  development  of  a magnetite mining  and  concentration  operation  coupled with 
exploration of potential direct shipping ore (“DSO”) grade haematite at the Yogi iron deposit near Yalgoo in the mid west 
region of Western Australia.     Proposed production of magnetite concentrate will  target 4,500,000  tonnes per annum 
(“tpa”)  at  67%Fe.      3,000,000tpa  would  be  exported  through  the  new  proposed  Port  of  Oakajee  with  the  other 
1,500,000tpa planned to supply the Eradu MPI Project (detailed below).  

Exploration of potential haematite DSO targets will be a high priority for the Yogi Mine Project with the current concept, 
subject  to satisfactory exploration, study  results and government approvals, envisaging conceptual mine production of 
around 1.5Mtpa. The DSO would be transported by road train to Geraldton for export to China. 

The current magnetite Inferred Resource estimate at Yogi classified and reported in accordance with the JORC Code 
is 572.5 million tonnes at 27.5%Fe.  

The  target magnetite potential# at Yogi estimated at between 0.8 and 1.2 billion  tonnes at an average grade of 
between 25.5%Fe to 29.5%Fe. 

Million Tonnes Mineral Resource Estimate 

 (Mt) 

Fe%  SiO2%  Al2O3%  P%  LOI% 

Inferred (Fresh)   500.0  27.68  48.19  5.40  0.06  0.08 

Inferred (Transitional)*   72.5  26.28  45.38  5.59  0.05  1.39 

Inferred Total   572.5 27.51 47.84 5.42 0.06  0.25
Notes:   Tonnages rounded to nearest 10,000 tonnes. Cut‐off Grade 23.0% total Fe. Surficial oxide material  is not reported as 
part of the mineral resource estimate. *Transitional material is partially oxidised but magnetite‐bearing. # The target potential is 
conceptual in nature as insufficient data exists to define a Mineral Resource and it is uncertain if further exploration will result in 
further Mineral Resource. The target potential is based upon calculations prepared by Ferrowest Limited with reference to current 
experience at Yogi and available data. 

The Eradu MPI Project ‐ Outline 

Ferrowest Limited is developing the Eradu MPI Project aimed at producing seaborne traded merchant pig iron (“MPI”) at 
96%Fe using magnetite  concentrate  from  the Yogi magnetite deposit near Yalgoo  in  the mid west  region of Western 
Australia.   Proposed initial production is 1,000,000 tonnes per annum.   The plan to process the magnetite concentrate to 
pig  iron at Eradu, 60Km east of Geraldton,  is premised on  the  ITmk3®  technology and excellent existing  infrastructure 
servicing  the project area. The  resulting value added merchant pig  iron product will be a  relatively high margin, high 
quality, low volume product for export to quality electric arc furnace steel making plants worldwide. 

The information in this report that relates to Exploration Results and general geological commentary is compiled by 
Graeme  Johnston, a Fellow of  the Geological Society of London.  Information  in  this report  that relates  to Mineral 
Resources or Ore Reserves is based on information compiled by Graeme Johnston and Malcolm Titley, a Member of 
the Australasian Institute of Mining & Metallurgy., 

Graeme  Johnston  is a Director of  the Company and a geological consultant  to  it  through Corad Pty Ltd.   Graeme 
Johnston  has  sufficient  experience  which  is  relevant  to  the  style  of  mineralisation  and  type  of  deposit  under 
consideration and to the activity which he is undertaking to qualify as a ‘Competent Person’ as defined in the 2004 
Edition of the ‘Australian Code for Reporting of Exploration Results, Mineral Resources and Ore Reserves’.   Graeme 
Johnston consents to the inclusion in this report of the matters based on his information in the form and context in 
which it appears. 

Malcolm Titley (MAusIMM) is a Director and Principal Consultant of CSA Global and is responsible for the estimation 
of the Mineral Resource for the Yogi deposit.   Malcolm Titley has sufficient experience which is relevant to the style 
of mineralisation and type of deposit under consideration and to the activity which he is undertaking to qualify as a 
Competent Person as defined in the 2004 Edition of the Australian Code for Reporting of Exploration Results, Mineral 
Resources and Ore Reserves.     Malcolm Titley consents  to  the  inclusion  in  this  report of  the matters based on his 
information in the form and context in which it appears. 
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Minutes of Meeting 

Subject Project Update and Environmental Discussion 

Venue Mount Gibson Mining Extension Hill Village 

Date 3rd May 2012 

Time 1200 - 1500 hrs 

Participants Luke Bayley (LB) –Bush Heritage Australia (BHA) 

Don Bell (DB) – Pindiddy Aboriginal Corporation (PAC) 

Leah Bell (LB) – Pindiddy Aboriginal Corporation  

Simon Blane (SB) – Mount Gibson Mining Limited (MGM) 

Peter Crispin (PC) – Shire of Dalwallinu (SoD) 

Daniel Farnsworth (DF) – Australian Wildlife Conservancy (AWC) 

Gerald Glasgow (GG) – Mount Gibson Mining Limited 

Richard Hamilton (RH) – Wanarra Station (WS) 

George Hewitt (GH) - Mount Gibson Mining Limited  

Eve Jani (EJ) –Bush Heritage Australia (BHA) 

Ben McLernon (BM) – Extension Hill Pty Ltd (EHPL) 

Robert Nixon (RN) – Shire of Dalwallinu 

David Rose (DR) – Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) 

Jess Sackmann (JS) – Mount Gibson Mining Limited 

Stan Scott (SS) – Shire of Perenjori (SoP) 

Nigel Sercombe (NS) – Department of Environment and Conservation 

Lisa Spence-Bailey (LS) – Australian Wildlife Conservancy 

Apologies Shire of Yalgoo 

North Central Malleefowl Preservation Group 

 

JS Introductions and welcome. Outlined meeting objectives and agenda.  

GH Hematite Project Update 
Provided update on the current status of the hematite operation and future expansion. 
Questions: 
LB – How much ore is currently transported down haul road?  
GH – Haulage has decreased to ~6,000t/day due to the short term rail closure. Previously 
~8,000t/day was hauled. 

BM Magnetite Project Update 
Provided update on the current schedule for the magnetite project. Construction planned to 
be underway by late 2012 to meet the proposed shipping date of late 2014. 
Questions: 
Will EHPL hold a similar liaison meeting to keep stakeholders informed? 
BM – EHPL will assess this as they move forward. 
JS – Previously we have treated this as a joint forum, and EHPL are always invited to 
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conduct a presentation. EHPL have additional commitments and stakeholders due to the 
services corridor component of their project so whilst the mine site liaison group is the 
same, they would need a separate meeting for the services corridor group. 
DB – Did EHPL buy the Mt Gibson gold mine borefield and will they be using it? 
BM – EHPL did purchase these tenements and will assess the potential to use this 
borefield. 

GG Fire Management 
Provided an update on current site practices in relation to fire management and emergency 
response. The site water carts are quicker to fill and have greater capacity than the site fire 
truck. The fire truck is to be replaced with a ‘Fast Attack’ light vehicle with a water tank on 
the back. The site emergency response team train regularly. The site also recently 
purchased a new ambulance. 
LS – The administration phone number was previously given to neighbours as an 
emergency contact number - is it manned after hours? 
GH – MGM will provide AWC with a radio for emergency contact as our radio channel is a 
licensed internal channel. In the interim we will pass on the kitchen phone number as this is 
manned for long periods after hours. 

SB  Weed Management 
Provided an update on current site practices in relation to weed management. The site 
washdown bay is operational; however vehicles and equipment are required to be cleaned 
prior to arriving and are inspected as part of the workshop inspection. Private vehicles are 
segregated in visitor’s car parks and mine site vehicles are excluded from these car parks to 
prevent cross contamination. The importance of reporting sightings is discussed with all 
personnel and they are issued with report forms. 
Two weed species have been identified on site to date. These were either manually 
removed (the preferred method) or sprayed immediately. 

JS Malleefowl Management 
Provided a summary of Malleefowl management procedures. Restricted access areas are in 
place around known active mounds. Personnel are educated through inductions and other 
media, including photographs. Malleefowl sightings are reported to the HSEC Department. 
Site wide messages are sent or radio call ups made to alert everyone if Malleefowl are 
sighted regularly in areas with high vehicle traffic. 
The annual Malleefowl mound monitoring survey recorded 14 active mounds in Nov/Dec 
2012, compared to 12 (2010/2011 season), 10 (2010/2009 season), 5 (2009/2008 season) 
and 15 (2005/2004 season) recorded in previous seasons. No impact as a result of mining 
activities has been identified. 
DR – Have we conducted any radio tracking of Malleefowl or do we intend to? 
JS – At this stage we do not and have no immediate plans to. We conduct our Malleefowl 
monitoring in accordance with the National Manual for the Malleefowl Monitoring System. 
BM – A nearby mine site has recently radio tracked an adult Malleefowl that moved 20km. 
RN – There is a relationship identified between Malleefowl and Acacia – the Malleefowl in 
this area feed on a particular Acacia species. Fire then effects Malleefowl by affecting their 
food source. 

JS Introduced Species Management 
Discussed current issues in relation to introduced species management and the status of 
current procedures. Reporting protocol exists for all site personnel if they see introduced 
species. Current records indicate an abundance of mice, rabbits and some cat sightings. 
Goats, foxes and ‘wild dogs’ have also been previously recorded in this area. 
Further information is required on the relationships between these species in this area in 
order to design an effective long term control plan. An ecosystem level approach must be 
taken to manage introduced species impact on both native flora and fauna species. MGM 
are currently planning introduced species surveys, which may include stomach contents 
analysis of cats, to obtain additional data for managing introduced species to provide the 
best environmental outcome.  
Currently groups are undertaking different forms of introduced species control. MGM 
attended a meeting hosted by AWC in Sept 2011 to discuss this issue and work towards a 
consolidated approach. 
LS – spoke about AWC’s survey work and feral free enclosure for Stick Nest Rats. They are 
planning a larger 6,000ha enclosure around the existing 5ha enclosure. 
LB – Ninghan station are currently baiting for dogs regularly but are concerned that their 
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impact will be restricted if surrounding stations don’t participate. 
NS – Advised that the Meekatharra Rangelands Biosecurity Association conduct regular 
dog/dingo baiting and may be able to participate or advise. 
SS – Advised that recent studies are showing dingo reintroduction to be effective in 
managing introduced species. 
JS – Has read similar studies which found that baiting dingoes had a detrimental impact on 
the environment. 
DB – Sent DNA from 3 ‘wild dogs’ shot on Ninghan station for analysis. They were found to 
be 100% dingo. 

JS Closure planning 
Discussed MGM’s proposed post mining land use. Identified and described MGM’s 
proposed closure objectives. 

 Other issues 
SS Requested clarification regarding responsibilities for Wanarra Road repair – what is covered 

by the construction contractors and what will the Shire be contracted to repair. 
GH – Will follow up. 

LB What is the status of the Regional Conservation Group and how does that fit with this 
meeting? 
JS – The RCA covers a wider area and is a separate group. 
SS – There have previously been two meetings held by the RCA. 
GH – There is a workshop/conference that was proposed by the RCA but is has been 
temporarily stalled due to personnel changeovers. 

LS Doggers that are currently working on Mt Gibson Station have reported vehicles travelling at 
speed along the back tracks and cutting baits from the fence. 
JS – The only mining personnel permitted on the Emu Proof Fence Road are the 
environmental team, once a month to change dust deposition monitor bottles. They do not 
speed or tamper with baits and only travel on a small northern section of the road adjacent 
to Extension Hill. 
DB – It is more likely to be shooters. 

LS Which metal recycling company does the mine site use, as AWC is trying to get a large 
amount of waste material removed? 
PC – Dalwallinu uses Sims Metals. 
JS – The mine site uses Bradkens but we have to pay the freight costs to get the skip bins 
from Welshpool to site and back. 
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M U R C H I S O N  C O U N T R Y  Z O N E  
 

of the WA Local Government Association 
 

AGENDA 
 

Ordinary Meeting, Shire of Cue Council Chambers 
 

Friday 11th May 2012, commencing 9.30 am 
 
 
 
1. OPENING 
 
The Chair will call the meeting to order. 
 
 
2. ATTENDANCE 
 
 
2.1 Delegates 
 
Cr Beth Walton     Zone President 
Mr Ian Fitzgerald     Shire of Sandstone 
Cr Tom Hutchinson     Shire of Meekatharra 
Mr Roy McClymont     CEO Shire of Meekatharra 
Cr Rosco Foulkes Taylor     Shire of Murchison 
Cr Mark Halleen     Shire of Murchison 
Cr Ashley Dowden     Shire of Mount Magnet 
Cr Terry Iterbide     Shire of Yalgoo 
Cr Len Terry      Shire of Yalgoo 
Cr Roger LeMaitre     Shire of Cue 
Cr Martin King     Shire of Cue 
 
2.2 Observers 
 
Mayor Troy Pickard     President of WALGA 
Ms Joanne Burges     WALGA Regional Cooperation Manager 
Mr Neil Warne     Murchison Shire – A/CEO 
Mr Peter Money     Shire of Cue - CEO 
Ms Sharon Daishe     Shire of Yalgoo - CEO  
Mr Murray Brown     Executive Officer – Murchison Zone 
Mr John Read     Shire of Cue 
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2.3 Visitors 
 
Presentations from visitors will be at various times during the meeting, as directed by 
the Chair. 
 
Hon Wendy Duncan MLC Agricultural Region Parliamentary Secretary to Minister 

Regional Development, Lands 
Hon Max Trenorden MLC Agricultural Region 
Mr Barry Haase MP   Member for Durack 
Mr Jamie Falls 
Ms Tammy Corby   PA to Barry Haase MP 
Mr Tex McPherson   FESA 
Mr Jim McNamara   CFM Pastoral FESA 
Mr Brendin Flanagin   Midwest Development Commission 
Ms Priscilla Clayton   Regional Manager CSIRO 
Mr Jim Netterfield   OPR 
Ms Lauren Winter   OPR 
Ms Linda Crook   Chamber of Minerals and Energy 
Ms Katherine Flower   EO Midwest Region CME  
Mr Keiran Murphy   Crosslands 
Ms Kathryn Green   PR Coordinator Crosslands 
Mr Steve Abbott   GIOA 
Ms Danielle Van Kampen   GIOA 
Mr Brett Manning   GIOA 
Mr Gary Stokes   GIOA 
Mr Craig Ferrier   GIOA 
Mr Rob Jefferies   CEO – GIOA 
Mr Richard Malacari   Regional Manager – DSR 
Mr Mitchell   WACHS 
Ms Rae Peel    GRAMS 
Mr Chris Neretlis   Water Corporation 
Mr Norm Lyon 
Mr Andrew Borrett   Department of Local Government  
 
2.4 Apologies 
 
Hon CJ Barnett MEc MLA   Premier of Western Australia  
Mr Ian Blayney MLA   Member for Geraldton 
Hon Grant Woodhams MLA  Member for Moore 
Hon John Ford MLC   Member for Mining & Pastoral 
Hon Robin Chapple MLC   Member for Mining & Pastoral 
Hon Ken Baston MLC   Member for Mining & Pastoral 
Hon Ron Johnson MLA   Minister for Police 
Hon Simon O’Brien MLC   Minister for Finance, Commerce, Small Business 
Hon Peter Collier MLC   Minister for Energy, Training, Indigenious Affairs 
Hon Robin Mc Sweeney MLC Minister for Community Services, Child Protection, 

Womens Interests and Youth   
Hon Liz Constable MLA Minister for Education 
Hon Bill Marmion MLA Minister for Environment, Water 
Hon Terry Waldron MLA Minister for Sport & Recreation 
Hon Helen Morton MLC Minister for Mental Health & Disability Services 
Hon John Castrilli MLA Minister for Local Government 
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Hon Troy Buswell MLA Minister for Transport & Housing 
Hon John Day MLA Minister for Planning 
Hon Brendin Grylls MLA Minister for Regional Development, Lands 
Hon Christian Porter MLA   Treasurer 
Hon Terry Redman MLA Minister for Agriculture & Food, Forrestry & Corrective 

Services 
Hon Dr Kim Hames MLA Minister for Health, Tourism 
Hon Mia Davies   Member for Agricultural Region 
Mr Vince Catania MLA   Member for North West 
Mr Tony McCann   Department of Transport 
Cr Will Scott   Shire of Mount Magnet 
Cr Bridget Seaman   Shire of Murchison 
Mr Geoff Brooks CEO Shire of Mount Magnet 
Cr Simon Broad Shire of Murchison 
 
 
3. OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE 
 

Hon Wendy Duncan MLC has attended representing the 
Minister for Local Government HonJohn Castrilli MLA. In 
opening this conference read the Minister’s address, 
which included advice that works relating to the sealing of 
the Meekatharra to Wiluna road will commence in the 
2012/13 State Budget. 

 
 
4.  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
 
4.1 Confirmation of Minutes – Ordinary Meeting 11th November 2011 
 
Comment  
 
Minutes of the Meeting held 11th November 2011 have been circulated to Member Shires.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the Minutes of the Zone Meeting held 11thNovember 2011 be confirmed. 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION  Moved: Cr Iterbide Seconded: Cr Dowden 
 
That the Minutes of the Zone Meeting held 11thNovember 2011 be confirmed. 
 
        Carried 
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5.  WA LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 
 
5.1  WALGA President, or representative 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

MAY 2012 
 
STATE COUNCIL ON THE ROAD 
Every year, as part of our commitment to closer engagement with the membership, we take 
the State council meeting out to a non-metropolitan location and meet with councils from the 
local zone. This year it is a pleasure to be visiting the Peel Zone and I look forward to an 
interesting and informative exchange.  
 
SETTING THE TONE 
I move around the sector extensively and regularly visit and meet with Local Governments 
across the State. I am acutely aware of the tension in the sector about reform; certainly in 
terms of boundaries, but also in relation to processes, functions and accountability. 
 
I want to assure you that WALGA has the Sector’s interests on these issues covered. 
 
As we approach a new financial year and budget process, I want to place a renewed emphasis 
on “representation” – on giving you a voice and support on the things that you need. 
 
Whilst this has always been a critical aspect of WALGA’s policy and service delivery, 
sometimes this can receive less of the limelight as we strive to expand services, create new 
systems and offer leadership to the sector on emerging issues. 
 
This year I think we need to consolidate and embed our service offerings and focus our policy 
direction – less breadth and more depth – so that you get the quality, reliability and stability 
you want from your Association during what will undoubtedly be a time of significant change in 
the Local Government environment.  
 
As WALGA gives increased focus to sector representation, it will be important that you pick up 
the leadership agenda at the local level and drive the change that is necessary for sector 
improvement within your own organisations and communities.  
 
COUNCIL OR BOARD? 
There is a lot of discussion in the Local Government reform debate about the idea that 
Councils should operate like Boards and Elected Members should behave more like board 
members. This is a classic case of a good concept being overtaken by a bad idea.  
 
What is really being suggested in this debate is the proposition that Elected Members should 
be strategically focussed and not get dragged into operational issues in conflict with the Local 
Government’s administration. This is often referred to as “board like behaviour” – the doctrine 
of “nose in; fingers out”. 
 
Local Governments are complex political and service delivery bodies. The citizens they serve 
are not as one dimensional as shareholders or as transactional as customers. In my opinion a 
board is not an appropriate structure for managing the representation of citizens’ interests. 
 
However, Elected members can benefit from observing board-like behaviour, and I encourage 
all of you to have regard to the strategic aspects of your elected member role. 
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CONSTITUTIONAL RECOGNITION 
The national campaign is continuing to gather momentum, with the ALGA Board meeting 
recently with Minister Crean to press for a final commitment to the referendum process. 
 
ALGA is currently moving forward with development of advertising and marketing strategies so 
that these can be costed for budgeting purposes. WALGA is still hoping to be able to manage 
any WA contribution to a national campaign from within our existing resources without seeking 
contributions from WA local governments.  
 
At the WA State level letters have been written to the Leaders of the National Party and the 
Labor Party formally seeking their Party position on Constitutional Recognition.  
 
I have met with the Opposition Leader Mark McGowan who has formally advised of Shadow 
Cabinet’s support for the Local Government position for constitutional recognition. 
 
STRUCTURAL REFORM 
Criticism of Local Government by the Premier has increased over recent weeks with WALGA 
monitoring and retorting negative comments as appropriate. This may well be a calculated 
strategy to support the anticipated call for structural reform that will result from the pending 
findings of the Metropolitan Governance Review Panel, due for final report to the Minister in 
June.  
 
The release of the Draft Findings, originally scheduled for Friday, 13 April, has been delayed. 
Consequently, the scheduled process to develop an Association response will have to be 
amended. Advice will be provided to Local Governments regarding WALGA’s intended 
process as information becomes available from the Panel regarding the new release and 
submission dates. The Panel has assured us that a full four week consultation period will 
remain in place for commenting on the Draft Findings. I encourage all Local Governments to 
look closely at the draft findings because there will be sector – wide implications. 
 
SOUTHERN METROPOLITAN REGIONAL COUNCIL 
The Department of Environment and Conservation announced on March 30 that the Southern 
Metropolitan Regional Council has been given 10 weeks to shut down its waste treatment 
operations at the Regional Resource Recovery Centre in Canning Vale. 
 
A new licence issued by the Department of Environment and Conservation (DEC) gives the 
facility two weeks to find an alternative site for its waste and a further eight weeks to complete 
existing composting operations. The SMRC are appealing this decision. 
 
Of major concern is that even if the Councils owning the facility undertook additional works 
required to meet any future licence, there could be no guarantee from the Department that it 
would be permitted to recommence operations.  
 
The facility is already carrying more than $30m of debt and the four Councils involved should 
not be expected to invest further in the facility without having a guaranteed outcome and clear 
support from the State Government, which itself had recognised the need to play a greater role 
in municipal waste management and had suggested funds gathered from the current landfill 
levy could be dedicated to facilitating investment in waste management practices and facilities.  
 
The closure of this facility will have a significant impact on our rate of recycling; without the 
SMRC facility, the recycling rate in Perth will drop from 36% to about 30%. There are also 
potential ramifications for the waste treatment industry in this State as a whole, particular in 
relation to the investment in new infrastructure. To date I have met with both the Chairman and 
CEO of the SMRC and with the Chair of Waste Authority, and will continue working to broker a 
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suitable and equitable outcome for the SMRC and our participating members with the State 
Government.  
 
What the Local Governments involved, and the broader Local Government sector now need to 
see, is a leadership role being played by the State Government on the issue in terms of 
increased funding, State investment in alternative waste treatments and achievement of the 
targets established in the recently released State Waste Strategy. 
 
PRESIDENT’S CONTACTS  
 
During the March – May period, contacts that have occurred or are scheduled to take place 
prior to the May State Council meeting are as follows: 
 
State Government Relations 
Meetings with: 
• Hon John Castrilli MLA; Minister for Local Government – Joint WALGA / LGMA 
• Hon Mark McGowan MLA, Leader of the Opposition; Shadow Minister for Regional 

Development; Economic Reform; Public Sector Management 
• Hon Troy Buswell MLA, Minister for Transport; Housing; Emergency Management 
• Ms Janine Freeman, MLA, Member for Nollamara 
• Hon Dr Sally Talbot MLC, Shadow Minister for the Environment; Lands; Climate Change; 

Youth; Peel 
• Mr Peter Tinley, MLA, Shadow Minister for Planning; Housing; Local Jobs 
• Ministerial RoundTable on Affordable Housing 
• Mr Mark Burgess, Managing Director, Public Transport Authority 
• Mr Warwick Gately, WA Electoral Commissioner 

 
 

Local Government Relations  
Meetings with: 
• Metropolitan Local Government Review Panel Meeting  
• Visit to City of Swan – Mayor Charlie Zannino, Mr Mike Foley, CEO 
• Visit to Shire of Mundaring – Shire President Helen Dullard, Mr Jonathan Throssell, CEO 
• Mayor Max Hipkins, City of Nedlands 
• ALGA Board Meeting 
• LGIS Board Meeting 
• LGIS Investment Committee 
• President’s Advisory Group (PAG) x 2 
• Finance & Services Committee 
• MWAC Meeting 

 
 

Conferences / Workshops / Public Relations 
• IPWEA Annual State Conference  
• Blessing of the Roads Ceremony 

 
 

Zone Meetings  
• Pilbara/Kimberley Joint Forum 
• South Metropolitan Zone 
• Peel Country Zone 
• South West Country Zone  

 
 
Mayor Pickard also commented on:- 
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1 Local Government Convention 1 -3 August 2012. 
2 Will meet with SAT – They will also determine Elected members sitting fees and 
reimbursements. 
3 Financial regulations – Change in Interest Rated. 

 
 
5.2  Zone Representative to State Council 
Cr Iterbide read out the report prepared by Cr Broad. 
 
Cr Broad commented on the following:-  
 

1. New Local Government House – Called “170” 
2. Metropolitan Boundary Review. 
3. Review of Royalties for Regions – CLGF 
4. WALGA Preferred Supplier Contracts. 
5. WALGA Staffing Issues. 
6. Zone Flying Minutes 

 
 
6.  UPDATES FROM SHIRES 
 
As resolved at the May 2006 Meeting, an opportunity is provided for Shires to give a verbal or 
written update of activities, concerns, projects, requests etc for their Shire. 
 
6.1 Shire of Cue 
 

 
SHIRE OF CUE  

ACTIVITY REPORT 
MAY 2012 

 
TOURIST PARK 

The Cue shire Tourist Park Redevelopment project has been 
completed. The official opening was on April 20th and I thank Vince 
Catania MLA for carrying out the official opening of the redeveloped 
park. 
 
This is a major achievement for Cue and the completion of a project 
that has been on Council plans for many years. I invite attendees of 
this Meeting to visit the Park and inspect the buildings and design of 
the Park. 
 
It is a major achievement with a specifically designed building, and a 
complete renewal of the underground services and the construction 
of new bays. Each and every part of the redevelopment is carefully 
designed for easy maintenance, environmental sustainability, 
visually pleasing, ease of entrance and egress and increased visitor 
capacity. 
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COUNCIL ELECTION 
Commissioner Omodei’s term of ceased on 1st May 2012 on the 
swearing in of the new Council. 
There was a 69% turn out of voters for the election which resulted in 
the election of seven Councillors none of whom has been a 
Councillor before. This can be construed as a clear message from 
the community that they want a clean slate and are seeking a period 
of stability without the uncertainties of the past. 

 
This is a challenging time for the new Council being new to local 
government and this being a time of unprecedented growth and 
activity in and around the Cue shire. 

 
COMMISSIONER TERM ACHIEVEMENTS 

The Commissioner was pleased with the activities within the shire 
and with the excellent working relationship with the administration. 
He has highlighted some of the projected completed during his term 
of office and these are listed below: 

 
• Cue Tourist Park/Ablutions 
• Silhouettes 
• Cue Beringarra Road-Train Agreement with Crosslands 
• Country local Government Fund (CLGF) Royalties for Regions (R4R) Funding 

Application with Mt Magnet and Sandstone for 2 new houses for Cue. 
• Opening of the new Cue Community Resource Centre (CRC) 
• New playground equipment 
• Upgrade Town Hall Air Conditioning 
• New Community Bus 
• Purchase of Traxcavator to maintain the Rubbish Dump 
• Location of the 250 man Mining Camp in town by Silverlake Resources 
• Provision of Industrial and Residential Blocks 
• Reparation of Flood Damage 
• Letting of Tenders for New Airport Building and Airport Road Upgrade 
• Cue ‘Entry Statements’ 

I take this opportunity to thank Commissioner for his support to 
myself and to the organisation as a whole. His input and experience 
was extremely valuable and I believe he made a number of good 
friends during his time with the Cue shire. 
 
With excellent relationships, clear decision making and allowing the 
administration to “get on with the job” we achieved much during his 
term of office. 

 
Peter Money 
CEO 
11th May 2012 
 
 
 
 

SHIRE OF YALGOO INFORMATION BULLETIN MAY 2012 Page 46 of 127



6.2 Shire of Meekatharra 
 

 
 
 
 
Activities and issues - Shire of Meekatharra 
 
Current Issues 

Upgrade and sealing of the Goldfields Highway, Wiluna to Meeka 
Section – awaiting State Budget release with great anticipation!  
  
Meekatharra District Hospital replacement now considered urgent.   

 
Human Resources 

All positions currently filled. 
 

Submission being prepared for a band increase of the CEO’s salary 
level to the Salaries 

And Allowances Tribunal in an effort to ensure sustainability of 
Council’s existing organisational wage 
structure and ongoing ability to attract and 
retain CEO’s and other employees. 

 
Land/Buildings 

Doray Minerals lease of shire freehold land in town to create a ~150 
man camp – lease commences 1/7/12.  Charitable Trust Deed also 
drafted for management of funds for community projects.  

 
Road Construction & Equipment 

Natural Disaster remedial works completed on Mt Clere Road and 
Wiluna North Road.  Works in progress on Ashburton Downs Road.  
Further claims being made for recent events. 

 
Seal preparation on 5.7 kms of Landor Road complete (Country 
Local government Fund) upgrade and sealing of further 7.6 kms 
complete (Roads to Recovery). 
   
25 kilometres of Landor Road now upgraded and sealed.  Anticipate 
further 11 kilometres will be completed next financial year.  One 
third of the Meeka to Carnarvon route has now been sealed by the 
Local Governments.    

 
Airport Road realignment complete.  Airport boundary fence 
currently being replaced – half funded by Regional Aviation Access 
Program.  

 
Prime mover, loader and multi tyred roller replaced.   

 
Promotions/Events 

Preparations for this year’s Meeka Festival/Race/Rodeo weekend 
are well advanced – Queens Birthday long weekend - 29, 30 Sep 
and 1 October 2012. 
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“Jammin in Meeka” – a new event of music and educational 
workshops followed by a community concert and open mic jam 
session will be held this year on 25 August 2012. 

 
Governance/Admin/Finance 
Management Budget will be considered at the May 19th Ordinary Council meeting.  
 
Consultants are progressing our Integrated Planning processes.   
 
 
 
6.3 Shire of Mt Magnet 
 
 

Official Opening of the Mount Magnet Mining and Pastoral 
Museum 
The Mount Magnet Mining and Pastoral Museum was opened by the 
Member for North West Vincent Catania MLA on the Easter 
Saturday, 7 April 2012.  Over 400 guests attended.  The opening was 
held in conjunction with a “Back to Magnet” weekend attended by 
past residents, many of whom were involved in the gold mining 
industry. 
 
The building also accommodates the Mount Magnet Tourist 
Information Centre which is located at the entrance to the Museum.  
Works at the Museum cost $1.6M of which $1.0M was funded under 
the Royalties for Regions Program, with the balance coming from 
the Shire. 
 
Upgrade of the Mount Magnet Memorial Swimming Pool 
The Mount Magnet Memorial Pool was opened in 1965 and the 
existing amenities and kiosk are showing their age.  On the basis of 
input from the community, design work has commenced on the 
replacement of the existing pool building with new amenities and a 
kiosk.  A fitness centre will also be included in the design. 
Tenders for construction will be advertised in May and the project is 
expected to be completed in early 2013.   
 
The estimated cost of the project is $850,000 with the bulk of the 
funding being provided under the Royalties for Regions program.  
The use of Royalties for Regions funding to replace existing 
infrastructure is a major benefit to the Mount Magnet community. 
 
 
Mount Magnet Health Services 
Following a number of letters to the Minister for Health, numerous 
community meetings and very successful representations made by 
the Member for North West, Vincent Catania MLA, advice has been 
received from the WA Country Health Service that the second nurse 
position at the Nursing Post is to be reinstated.   Those who attended 
the Cue Parliament last November will understand what great news 
this is for Mount Magnet!  It is very disappointing that health 
officials continually refused to recognise the impossibility of a single 
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nurse providing twenty four hour, seven days per week accident and 
emergency coverage. 
 
Advice has also been received that funding is available through the 
Geraldton Regional Aboriginal Medical Service for the employment 
of a full time doctor to be based in Mount Magnet.  This is a great 
result for all residents in Mount Magnet and also the region, as the 
doctor is expected to provide services to Sandstone, Cue and Yalgoo. 

 
 
 
 
6.4 Shire of Murchison 
 

Shire of Murchison 
“The Shire without a Town” 

  7th May 2012    
 
Staff 
 

The position of CEO has been vacant since the end of 2011. The 
best efforts of Council, assisted by WALGA’s Workplace Solutions 
have, to date, not resulted in the appointment of a CEO. 
 
Neil Warne was appointed Acting CEO from 16th January, 2012. 

 
Late in 2011 new appointments of both Senior Finance Officer and 
Administration Officer were made.  

 
After a difficult couple of years the staff is working hard to return the 
records and accounts and other services provided by the Shire 
Office back to the high standard of former times. The Shire library is 
fully operational once again. 

 
Launch of the Wadjarri Dictionary 
 

After nearly 25 years in the making the Wadjarri Dictionary was 
launched in the Murchison Settlement on Thursday 29th March. This 
was a most successful day with over 200 people in attendance.  

 
Commenced by the Bundiyarra-Wangga Language Programme the 
book has over 2,500 entries compiled by more than 100 elders, 
linguists and community members. There are still strong speakers of 
the language and one of the reasons for producing the dictionary 
was to capture as much language as possible and put it in written 
form for this and future generations. 

 
For sales of the dictionary – Irra Wangga Language Programme – 
9920 7950. 

 
Murchison Oasis Road House 
 

This Shire owned/leased out facility is operating well and providing a 
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good service to the local people and tourists. 
 
Flood Damage Road Repairs and Rebuild 
 

The last stage of flood damage road repairs and rebuild resulting 
from the late 2010 and early 2011 floods is currently being 
undertaken by contractors. This should be completed within a few 
weeks. 

 
Anzac Day 
 

A most successful Anzac Day service followed by a family fun day 
and a community dinner in the evening was held in the Murchison 
Settlement on 25th April 

 
Landcare 
 

A well attended and most informative Carbon Workshop was held in 
Murchison on Tuesday 8th May. Carbon farming initiative: What it is, 
what is isn’t and everything in between.  

 
 
 
 
 
6.5 Shire of Sandstone 
 

 
SHIRE OF SANDSTONE  

Activity Report 
May 2012 

 
Human Resources 

The Shire welcomed new Chief Executive Officer Ian Fitzgerald who 
commenced at the end of January 2012 after a period of short term 
and relieving CEO’s. 

There have been a number of other changes or changes about to 
occur with a new leading hand appointed as well as a caravan park 
manager and a horticulturist/gardener. The Works Supervisor 
finished up in April 2012 to take on a position at the Shire of 
Ravensthorpe and the Manager of Finance & Administration and the 
finance officer will be finishing up shortly. 

An appointment of a finance officer has just been made and council 
will be using a contract accountant for a range of higher level 
services. Rating services are being out sourced to IT Vision and is 
working well. 
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In the short term the CEO will be supervising the outside crew whilst 
a staff/structural review is undertaken. 

Planning 
Council is working with Halsall and Associates on a review of its 
town planning scheme and appears to have been successful in 
obtaining grant funding to assist with this project. 

Integrated Planning Project 
Council has appointed Peter Johnson from Morrison Low to assist in 
the preparation of an Asset Management Plan which will be 
incorporated into the long term financial plan and corporate 
business plan once prepared. 

The community strategic plan will be prepared mainly in-house with 
some external assistance in putting together the final document. 

Water Playground 
The Sandstone water playground has been completed and opened 
in November 2011. The playground has received all the required 
Health Department approvals and is proving to be a very welcome 
addition to the recreational facilities in town. 

Road Works and Equipment 
The road program is progressing well and it is anticipated the 
program will be completed by June 30th.  The crew is currently 
upgrading the next 5km of the sandstone – Payne’s Find Road and 
then will be moving to upgrade a section of the Menzies road. 
 
Council has recently taken delivery of a new Komatsu grader which 
is performing well as our new maintenance grader. 

Buildings 
Council has completed some upgrading works at the sandstone 
caravan park and plans to complete a major upgrade/extension 
using R4R funds when they are received. The park is proving to be 
very busy already with many long and short term visitors. The 
visitors Centre has re-opened for the season and was well 
frequented over the Easter weekend.  

We continue to find it difficult to attract tradespeople to the town to 
complete work but have been fortunate to have handymen staying 
at the caravan park who have carried out some maintenance work 
on shire buildings. 

Council has commenced planning for a new administration/civic 
building and hopes to be in a position to commence construction 
during 2012/13. 

As a part of the new building the concept of a small 
conference/convention centre is being investigated as a means of 
adding to our tourist growth by marketing Sandstone as the “Oasis 
of the Murchison” and a great alternative for small 
conferences/business meetings etc. watch this space for a 
potentially new and exciting addition to the Murchison. 
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Council is working with the Shires of Cue and Mt Magnet on a 
housing project using R4R regional funds and Mid West Investment 
Plan funds that will see a new house constructed in Sandstone. One 
of our older houses is in the process of being sold to a shire 
employee. 

Local Shopping 
Unfortunately the local shop closed their doors in mid-February and 
now only operates the post office agency on a limited basis. 

We are very fortunate in that the local hotel has set up a small 
grocery outlet in one of the rooms at the hotel and locals and visitors 
are able to get basic groceries including fresh fruit and vegetables, 
milk, bread, meat and dry goods. 

Council has taken on the provision of fuel to the community after 
entering into a lease for the existing fuel outlet. Whilst this is proving 
a challenge staffing wise it is an essential service without we would 
not be able to retain our local residents and staff or attract visitors to 
the area. Council is also in the process of taking on the Kleenheat 
Gas agency in Sandstone. 

Promotional Activities 
Council is currently sourcing a range of items that will be on sale at 
our visitor centre including a new range of t-shirts and coasters. 
Along this theme a new corporate polo shirt complete with the new 
shire logo is being made and will be worn by staff, and possibly 
Councillors, to help promote Sandstone.   

 
Ian Fitzgerald 
CEO 
18th April 2012 
 
 
 
 
Shire of Yalgoo 
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Presentation to Shire of Cue was made by Mr Chris Neretlis of Water Corporation on the wise 
use of water in Cue!! 
 
Progress Report OPR 
 
Mr Jim Netterfield from OP and R provided an update on this project. 
 
Interest Rate on Rates 
 
Mayor Pickard advised that he just received advice that the Interest rates on Rates will be re 
instated by the Minister. 
 
Progress Report – Crossland Resources 
 
Mr Keiran Murphy from Crosslands Resources provided an update on their project. 
 
Other 
 
Mr Barry Haase thanked the meeting for inviting him to this meeting. 
 
 
7.  MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
7.1 Financial Statements 
 
Proposed by Executive Officer 
 
Attachments  Income & Expenditure- 29th February 2012 
 
Comment – 
 
Refer Financial Statements on next pages. 
 
Reconciled balances of accounts as at 29th February 2012 
 

- Cheque $ 12,155.54 Westpac Bank, Kalamunda 
- Investment $  5,065.09 Westpac Bank, Kalamunda 

  $ 17,220.63 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Financial Statements to the 29th February 2012 be received. 
 
 
 
 
RESOLUTION – Moved: Mr Fitzgerald Seconded: Cr Dowden 
 
       Carried 
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Murchison Country Zone 

 
   Balance 01/07/11 

  
   
Account 229492 

 
 8,675.84 

 Account 231605 5,007.66 
 

 
$13,683.50 

    

  
 

   Income 2011/12 
  Subs $8 400.00 

 GIOA 
  INT 231605 $57.43 

 INT 229492 $24.70 
 

  
8,482.13 

  
 

   Payments 2011/12 
  Catering $1,300.00 

 Secretarial $3,645.00 
 Hons 

  
  

$4,945.00 

   Bank Balance 29/02/12 
  Account 22942 $ 12,155.54 

 Account 231605 $5,065.09 
 

 

$17,220.63 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHIRE OF YALGOO INFORMATION BULLETIN MAY 2012 Page 54 of 127



7.2 Zone Draft Budget 2012/13 
 
Proposed by Executive Officer 
 
Draft Income & Expenditure Statements for the 2011-12 year are shown on the following page. 
 
The 2011 – 12 Budget was adopted at the May 2011 meeting. The Zone usually considers the 
subscriptions for the new financial year in May, in preparation for member Shires own budgets. 
 
Based on the present arrangements, the Zone budget for 2012/13 will result in a small surplus. 
It is suggested that Member Shire subscriptions remain at $2,100.00 each, excl GST for 2012 
-13. 
 
The honorariums approved for 2011/12, which are now due and are included in the list of 
accounts for payment, to be paid are: 

- Zone President 
- Zone Deputy President 
- Zone Representative to WALGA 

 
Honorariums were last increased in 2007 are at a modest level.  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION -  
 
That the Draft Budget for 2012-13 be adopted, incorporating –  

a) Member Shire Subscriptions of $2,100.00 per Shire, excluding GST, and 
b) Honorariums to remain the same –  

- Zone President 
- Zone Deputy President 
- Zone Representative to WALGA 

 
 
 
RESOLUTION – Moved: Cr Hutchinson Seconded: Cr Foulkes Taylor 
 
       Carried. 
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Draft Budget INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
July 2012 – June 2013 
 
 

   
Estimated 

 
Budget 2012/13 

Income 21 - Zone Income 
    

  
2101 - General Subscriptions $8,400.00 

 
$12,600.00 

  
2107 - Interest earned $100.00 

 
$100.00 

  
2190 - Reimbursement income $1,750.00   $0.00 

   
$10,250.00   $12,700.00 

 
Total Income 

 
$10 250.00 

 
$12 700.00 

      Expense 31 - Zone Expenses 
    

  
3101 - Ordinary Meetings $4,000.00 

 
$4,000.00 

  
3102 - Telephone conferences $0.00 

 
$500.00 

  
3103 - Special Meetings & Workshops $0.00 

 
$350.00 

  
3107 - Bank fees & Charges 20.00 

 
$20.00 

  
3190 - Reimbursements expenses $0.00 

 
$0.00 

  
3199 - Unclassified expenses     $0.00 

 
Total 31 - Zone 

 

 
$4,020.00   $4,870.00 

      
 

32 - Zone 
    

  
3201 – Honoraria $1,410.00   $1, 410.00 

 Total 32 - Zone  $1,410.00  $1,410.00 

      
 

33 - Executive  
    

  
3301 - Professional Services $5,500.00 

 
$5,500.00 

  
3302 – Travel $1,290.00 

 
$1,750.00 

  
3303 - Phone and fax $300.00 

 
$300.00 

  
3304 – Other $200.00   $300.00 

 Total 33 – Executive  $7,290.00  $7,850.00 

 
Total Expense 

 
$12,720.00   $14,130.00 

 
Net Income 

 
-$2,470.00 

 
-$1,430.00 

      

      Net  
Income Balance at 30/06/12  $10,500.00   

 Add Income To  $12,700.00   
 Sub Total  $23,200.00   
      

 
Less Expenditure  $14,130.00 

  
 

Sub Total 
 

$9,070.00Cr 
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Reports from Visitors 
 
Hon Max Trenorden MLC commented on the Local Government Salary Banding and other 

issues relating to amalgamation of Local Governments etc. 
 
 
Geraldton Iron Ore Alliance 
 
Mr Rob Jefferies briefly introduced members of the GIOA who gave a very brief overview of 
the current status of their operations. 
 
Golden West Resources   Mr Craig Ferrier 
Padbury Mining    Mr Gary Stokes 
Fero West     Mr Brett Manning 
Weld Range     Ms Dannielle Van Kampen 
 
 
Midwest Development Commission 
 
Mr Brendin Flanigan from MWDC advised that the region’s Housing Project to be part funded 
by CLGF has been put on hold!! 
 
7.3 Accounts To Be Paid 
 
Proposed by Executive Officer 
 
Attachments nil 
 
Comment – 
 

       
 
20070 
 

 
11 May 2012 

 
Murray Brown 

 
Executive Officer Services $3,645.00 

 
20071 

 
11 May 2012 

 
Queen of Murchison  

 
Catering 53 x $35 

 
$1,855.00 

 
 
20072 11 May 2012 Cr Beth Walton Honorarium 

 $545.00 

 
20073 11 May 2012 Cr Simon Broad Honorarium $485.00 

 
20074 11 May 2012 CANCELLED CANCELLED  

 11 May 2012 Murchison Club Hotel Morning Tea 30 X $15 $450.00 

   
 
 

TOTAL 
$6,980.00 

GST – MCZ of WALGA is no longer registered for GST NIL  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the accounts to be paid for the period to 11th May 2012 (Cheques 200070 to 200075) 
be approved. 
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That the accounts to be paid for the period to 11th May 2012 (Cheques 200070 to 200075) 
be approved. 
 
 
RESOLUTION – Moved: Cr Terry Seconded: Cr Halleen 
 
      Carried 
 
 
 
 
7.4 Correspondence Items 
 
Proposed by Executive Officer 
 

 Attachments Please see attached summary of inward correspondence received on the 
three major issues that were raised at the last Zone meeting: 

 
A) Setting of CEO Salaries by the State Administrative Tribunal 
B) Health Issues – Nurses working alone 
C) Sealing of the Meekatharra – Wiluna section of the Goldfields Highway 

 
 
A) Setting of CEO Salaries by State Administrative Tribunal 

As previously advised to all member Councils by email on 9th January 2012, letters on 
this matter were sent to all State Members of Parliament. Replies were received from 
some 26 members and these replies can be summarised in three categories:- 
1. Noting the Zones Concerns 
2. Supporting the Government Proposal 
3. Referring it to Opposition Local Government Spokesman from whom I have not had 

a response yet> 
 
Extracts from the Premiers reply on this matter include the following comments:- 
 
“ The Tribunal has long experience in determining appropriate levels for salaries. The Minister 

for Local Government has assured me that the Tribunal is fully 
aware of local governments concerns regarding this proposal and 
the recruitment environment of this sector. Given the current rate of 
39% non compliance with its recommendations, the tribunal has 
indicated that it will undertake research to ensure that its future 
determinations on CEO Remuneration are informed with detailed 
information. 

 
I believe that the Tribunal’s enhanced research resources will mean that its determinations will 

not prove an impediment as it will provide greater accountability and 
transparency to ratepayers.” 

 
The National Party did ensure that a “Grand Father clause was included in this Bill which 

protects the contracts of existing CEO’S. 
 
 
B) Health Issues 
 
On December 20th 2011 the Deputy premier and Minister for Health advised:- 
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“The issue of a second nurse at WACHS Health Centres currently run by a sole nurse is being 
reviewed by the WACHS Nurse Directors Forum and the 
Department of Health’s Office of the Chief Nurse.” 

 
 
C) Sealing of the Meekatharra-Wiluna section of the Goldfields Highway 
 
On 16th January 2012 the Acting Premier advised:- 
 
“The current road network development strategy is to continue to upgrade and seal the 

existing Goldfields Highway between Wiluna and Meekatharra as 
funding is available. MRD have recently reviewed the estimated cost 
to construct and seal the existing road to a suitable stamdard which 
is now estimated at $250 Million. 

 
The importance of this road is acknowledged and it will be considered for funding as part of 

the next budget development process”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the Correspondence Items be received. 
 
 
 
 
 
That the Correspondence Items be received. 
 
RESOLUTION – Moved: Mr McClymont Seconded: Cr Dowden  
 
 

`    Carried
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7.5 Flying Minutes – Shire of Murchison 
 
From time to time Councils find it necessary to make decisions between meetings. Council  
believes it is appropriate that a mechanism exists that allows decisions to be made by the use 
of flying minutes in the same way as this is used by WALGA. Such a mechanism is considered 
particularly useful in regional and remote areas where convening meetings for the purpose of 
making urgent decisions is both time consuming (especially for elected personnel) and costly. 
The proposal is not intended to usurp the proper decision making process of properly 
convened meetings but for use when urgent decisions are required. To this end it is expected 
that rules would need to be made as to when ‘flying minutes’ could be used and who would be 
given authority to decide when the use of a ‘flying minute’ was appropriate. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That it be recommended to State Council that WALGA support an amendment to the 
Local Government Act which would allow ‘flying minutes’ to be used by Local 
Government Councils to enable decisions to be reached in certain circumstances 
between meetings (without necessity to convene a meeting) and that WALGA progress 
this matter through the Minister’s Office or the L.G.Department as appropriate.  
 
 
 
RESOLUTION – That the Recommendation be put to the meeting: 
 Moved: Cr Foulkes Taylor Seconded: Cr Halleen 
 
 
Amendment 
 
That it be recommended that WALGA investigate the ramifications of an amendment to 

the Local Government Act which would allow “flying Minutes” 
to be used by local government Councils to enable decisions 
to be reached in certain circumstances between meetings 
(without necessity to convene a meeting) and report back to 
the Zone for consideration. 

 
The above Amendment was  Moved Cr Dowden Seconded Cr Iterbide was put to the 

meeting carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHIRE OF YALGOO INFORMATION BULLETIN MAY 2012 Page 60 of 127



Bushfires 
 
Mr Jim McNamara CFM Pastoral FESA Reported on the various bushfires in the Murchison 

Region over the last few months and thanked everyone for their 
efforts. 

 
Luncheon Adjournment 12.30pm to 1.45pm. 
 
 
 
 
7.6 Country Local Fund REVIEW   
 
(The assistance of Bill Atkinson CEO Shire of Carnamah is acknowledged  in preparation of 

this item) 
Summary 

 
  This report recommends that this Zone’s position on the Country Local Government Fund 

(CLGF) Review be as follows: 
 

• The Zone supports recommendation 5. It is essential that revised guidelines are 
communicated to the sector early to enable CLG’s to plan ahead and be aware of the 
purpose and priorities of the CLGF and the conditions that apply. 

 
• The principal purpose of the CLGF is to address infrastructure needs and Council 

concurs with the Trust that allocations should be independent of any reform agenda that 
the State Government might have for local government. To have it otherwise, is to 
politicise a process which should be free of any government structural reform agenda’s.  

 
• The CLGF should be allocated on a basis of 50% for individual allocations and 50% for 

group allocations. 
 

• Non growth Councils still have infrastructure needs, especially in the areas of road 
infrastructure (particularly where mining is occurring) and in housing which is a readily 
achievable and proven way of capacity building. 

 
• Approval and reporting processes need to be streamlined. 

 
• Audit requirements should be simplified as far as possible in the interests of expediency 

and cost effectiveness. 
 
 

 
 Background 

             
 The  Minister for Regional Development; Lands referred a review of the CLGF 

to the Western Australian Regional Development Trust to conduct an 
independent, evidence based review of the CLGF. 

 
Comment 

 
  Western Australian Regional Development Trust has submitted a copy of it 335 page review 

which contains 26 recommendations. 
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 Currently the CLGF allocations are split on a 50/50 individual local government/regional group 
split.  

 
 e An excerpt from the report (pages 202/3) reads: 

 
  As discussed in earlier chapters, the Department of Local Government submission argued for 

100% of the CLGF to be invested in CLGs that in their words had “embraced reform”. These 
number 63 of the 109 CLG’s. The Trust has made in clear that it does not support this 
approach. The remaining 46 of the 109 CLG’s cover a vast area of the State and that their 
infrastructure needs have to be addressed. 

 
  Trust is advised that the Minister has announced a more radical intent. The Trust is advised 

that it is the intention that 2012-13 remain at a 50/50 split and that from 2013-14 no funding 
will be to individual CLG’s and all funding will be directed to Groups. 

 
  Trust does not support this approach either. The Trust recommends there should continue to be 

an individual CLG CLGF component and a Groups CLGF component. 
 

  It would seem that there are a few agendas at play including using the CLGF as a mechanism to 
influence the Local Government Reform agenda and that of focusing on regional, rather than 
local infrastructure priorities. 

 
  Trust appears to have applied democratic and sound logic in responding to these agenda’s. 

 
  WA Local Government Association will be preparing a submission to the review.  

 
a Councils will have access to the review document submitted by the Western Australian 

Regional Development Trust, this has not been copied and circulated as an attachment to this 
report. It may be accessed however from the DLG website http:/www.rdl.wa.gov.au 

  

 RECOMMENDATION                                                   
 

t  That this Zone’s position on the Country Local Government Fund (CLGF)  Review be as 
follows: 

 
• The Zone supports recommendation 5. It is essential that revised guidelines are 

communicated to the sector early to enable CLG’s to plan ahead and be aware of the 
purpose and priorities of the CLGF and the conditions that apply. 

 
• The principal purpose of the CLGF is to address infrastructure needs and Council 

concurs with the Trust that allocations should be independent of any reform agenda 
that the State Government might have for local government. To have it otherwise, is 
to politicise a process which should be free of any government structural reform 
agenda’s.  

 
• The CLGF should be allocated on a basis of 50% for individual allocations and 50% 

for group allocations. 
 

• Non growth Councils still have infrastructure needs, especially in the areas of road 
infrastructure (particularly where mining is occurring) and in housing which is a 
readily achievable and proven way of capacity building. 

 
• Approval and reporting processes need to be streamlined. 
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• Audit requirements should be simplified as far as possible in the interests of 

expediency and cost effectiveness. 
 
 
 

Moved Cr Dowden Seconded Cr Terry 
That the above recommendation be adopted. 
 
     Carried 
 
 
 
 
Address by Ms Katherine Flower and Ms Linda Crook from the Chamber of Minerals and 
Energy. 
 
Mining issues:- 
 
Carbon Tax from 1/07/12 
6 Cents Diesel Fuel rebate for Mining will be abolished. 
 
Mr Haase will provide advice on the Diesel Fuel Rebate on Mining. 
 
 
Health 
Short addresses were made to the meeting by Ms Rae Peel of GRAMS and a 

representative from WACHS  
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9. EMERGING ISSUES as notified / permitted by the President 
Nil 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. NEXT MEETING 
 
It was agreed that the next meeting of the Murchison Country Zone of WALGA will be held in 
Cue on Friday, 9nd November 2012. 
 
Parliamentary sitting dates for 2012 around that time are:-  

   
  6th to 8th November 2012 

 13th to 15th November 2012 
   
   
WALGA State Council Meetings for the remainder of 2012 are: 

 
Wednesday  2 May 2012 
Wednesday  4 July 2012 
Wednesday  5 September 2012  
Wednesday 5 December 2012 
 
 
The Zone President thanked everyone for their attendance 
 
12. CLOSURE:-  2.20pm 
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Monday 4 June 2012 

OPR ANNOUNCES GOOD HEART DEVELOPMENT GRANTS 

 
Oakajee Port and Rail (OPR) will expand its successful Good Heart Mid-West Aboriginal Art initiative, 
with the creation of a new development scholarship for two participating artists. 
 
In its fifth year, the annual Good Heart exhibition showcases traditional and contemporary works by 
approximately 60 of the region’s Indigenous artists to a metropolitan audience. Last year about 5,000 
people viewed the week-long exhibition in Perth’s CBD. 
 
The Good Heart Development Grant aims to secure the exhibition’s long-term future, by encouraging 
the talents of emerging artists. 
 
This year’s recipients – to be announced at the exhibition’s opening night, on Monday 18 June – will 
receive: 
 

 A week’s intensive tuition at the Kidogo Art Institute in Fremantle; 

 Accommodation and airfares between Perth and Geraldton; and 

 Art supplies. 
 
“Kidogo has a reputation for working well with Aboriginal artists,” OPR General Manager, Community 
and Government Relations, Kim Pervan said. 
 
“The training will focus on areas particularly relevant to mid-west artists, as well as developing their 
understanding of how to function within the art business.” 
 
The artists will also have the opportunity to take part in classes toward a Certificate 3 in Art and Design. 
 
“The scholarship program marks the beginning of the next phase in the development of Good Heart. 
 
“With long-term partners expanding their support this year through a range of initiatives, our vision is to 
contribute to a self-sustaining model – where the annual exhibition provides an anchor for a host of 
other activities.” 
 
The main exhibition will be staged in the foyer of the QV1 Building from 18-22 June. Entry is free. 
 
It will be opened by the Governor of Western Australia, His Excellency Malcolm McCusker AC CVO QC 
and WA Premier, The Hon. Colin Barnett MLA.  
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The Mid West Development Commission (MWDC) continues to lead the development of plans to raise 
the profile of the region’s Indigenous arts community. OPR works closely with the MWDC and is guided 
by its vision.  
 
To realise the full potential of the local arts industry requires appropriate support to artists through 
strong and viable arts centres including Yamaji Art Gallery in Geraldton, Wirnda Barna Artists 
Incorporated in Mt Magnet and the Tjukurba Art Gallery in Wiluna.  
 
Good Heart 2012 is proudly supported by OPR’s partners – AECOM, ANZ, Gilbert + Tobin, BMT JFA 
Consultants, Crosslands Resources, DLA Piper, Geraldton Newspapers, Geraldton Port Authority, Market 
Creations, Mid West Development Commission, Oceanica Consulting, WorleyParsons Services and MYR 
Consulting.  
 
OPR acknowledges the assistance of Northampton Old School – Women’s Textile Team, Wirnda Barna 
Artists Inc, Mt Magnet, Yamaji Art Geraldton, City of Geraldton-Greenough, Gryphon Management 
Australia, Jacksons Drawing Supplies and Mullewa Indigenous Women’s Group  
 
Oakajee Port and Rail’s (OPR) vision is to deliver an integrated bulk iron ore supply chain for the mid-
west – through the construction of a deepwater port 24km north of Geraldton, and a 570km railway, 
servicing the region’s emerging mining operations. 

ENDS 

Rob Newton 
Public Relations Manager 
t +61 8 9486 0777   m +61 (0)488 717 005 
e rnewton@opandr.com 
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Opening Mid-West’s Good Heart to the City  
   
One hundred and fifty works selected for this 
year’s OPR Good Heart Mid-West Aboriginal Art 
Exhibition are now being carefully packed and 
prepared for their journey south, ahead of next 
week’s exhibition in Perth’s CBD. 
  
The stunning traditional and contemporary 
pieces have been created by just under 40 
Indigenous artists – hailing from communities 
across the region, including Wiluna, Mullewa, 
Northampton, Meekatharra, Mt Magnet, Cue, 
Yalgoo, Morawa and Morawa Bondini Aboriginal 
Reserve. 
  
“This year Good Heart features work from both 
established artists and some emerging mid-west 
talents,” OPR General Manager Community and 
Government Relations Kim Pervan explained. 
  
“It’s a great opportunity to expose these artists 
and their creations to a metropolitan audience. 
Looking at the quality of work, I’d expect interest 
to once again be strong.” 
  
The exhibition will be staged in the foyer of the 
QV1 Building from 18-22 June. Entry is free. 
  
The full catalogue of works is now available at 
www.opandr.com.  
  

 
  

 
  

 
Download Full Media Statement - Opening Mid-West's Good Heart to the City  
  
To unsubscribe to future updates, please click here  
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Tuesday 12 June 2012 

PREPARING TO OPEN MID-WEST’S GOOD HEART TO THE CITY 

 
One hundred and fifty works selected for this year’s OPR Good Heart Mid-West Aboriginal Art Exhibition 
are now being carefully packed and prepared for their journey south, ahead of next week’s exhibition in 
Perth’s CBD. 
 
The stunning traditional and contemporary pieces have been created by just under 40 indigenous artists 
– hailing from communities across the region, including Wiluna, Mullewa, Northampton, Meekatharra, 
Mt Magnet, Cue, Yalgoo, Morawa and Morawa Bondini Aboriginal Reserve. 
 
“This year Good Heart features work from both established artists and some emerging mid-west 
talents,” OPR General Manager Community and Government Relations Kim Pervan explained. 
 
“It’s a great opportunity to expose these artists and their creations to a metropolitan audience. Looking 
at the quality of work, I’d expect interest to once again be strong.” 
 
The exhibition will be staged in the foyer of the QV1 Building from 18-22 June. Entry is free. 
 
The full catalogue of works is now available at www.opandr.com. 
 
Since Good Heart’s debut in 2008, almost $350,000 has been generated in sales income for participating 
artists. This year, it’s hoped this figure will pass half a million dollars. 
 
For the past two years a preview, organised by the Geraldton Newspapers Group, has been staged in 
Geraldton. This year, new initiatives include: 
 

 Announcement of the Good Heart Development Grants Program, where at least one 
participating artist will receive a scholarship for tuition at the Kidogo Art Institute in Fremantle; 

 Production of a coffee table booklet promoting mid-west Indigenous artists and culture, by long-
time supporter, Geraldton-based Market Creations; and 

 Law firm DLA Piper incorporating mid-west artists and their works into promotion of its 
Reconciliation Action Plan. 

 
“With long-term partners expanding their support this year through a range of initiatives, our vision is to 
help in creating a self-sustaining model, under the guidance of the Mid West Development Commission 
(MWDC),” Ms Pervan said. 
 
“This will see the annual exhibition provide an anchor for a host of other activities. We’ve come a long 
way in the past five years - it’s an exciting time for the program.” 
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The exhibition will be launched by Governor of Western Australia, His Excellency Malcolm McCusker. 
 
The MWDC continues to lead the development of plans to raise the profile of the region’s Indigenous 
arts community. OPR works closely with the MWDC and is guided by its vision. 
 
To realise the full potential of the local arts industry requires appropriate support to artists through 
strong and viable arts centres including Yamaji Art Gallery in Geraldton, Wirnda Barna Artists 
Incorporated in Mt Magnet and the Tjukurba Art Gallery in Wiluna.  
 
Good Heart 2012 is proudly supported by OPR’s partners – AECOM, ANZ, Gilbert + Tobin, BMT JFA 
Consultants, Crosslands Resources, DLA Piper, Geraldton Newspapers, Geraldton Port Authority, Market 
Creations, Mid West Development Commission, Oceanica Consulting, WorleyParsons Services and MYR 
Consulting.  
 
OPR acknowledges the assistance of Northampton Old School – Women’s Textile Team, Wirnda Barna 
Artists Inc. Mt Magnet, Yamaji Art Geraldton, City of Geraldton-Greenough, Gryphon Management 
Australia, Jacksons Drawing Supplies and Mullewa Indigenous Women’s Group  
 

ENDS 

Rob Newton 
Public Relations Manager 
t +61 8 9486 0777   m +61 (0)488 717 005 
e rnewton@opandr.com 
 
 
Oakajee Port and Rail’s (OPR) vision is to deliver an integrated bulk iron ore supply chain for the mid-
west – through the construction of a deepwater port 24km north of Geraldton, and a 570km railway, 
servicing the region’s emerging mining operations. 
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INFORMATION SHEET 

 
State Records Office of Western Australia 

 

Local Government Elected Members’ Records:  
Which records to capture? 

 
The State Records Commission policy regarding the records of local government 
elected members requires the creation and retention of records of the:  

“…communications and transactions of elected members which 
constitute evidence affecting the accountability of the Council and the 
discharge of its business.”   

This policy applies regardless of a record’s format or where it was received.  
 
Elected members must create and keep records of communications or 
transactions, which convey information relating to local government business 
or functions.  These records should be forwarded to the local government 
administration for capture into the official recordkeeping system.  
 

Which records should be captured?  
 

March 2010 

YES – forward to your local 
government administration 

Communications from ratepayers, 
such as:  
• complaints & compliments; 
• correspondence concerning 

corporate matters; 
• submissions, petitions & lobbying; 
• information for Council’s interest  
relating to local government business 
activity & functions. 
Telephone, meetings & other 
verbal conversations – between an 
elected member and another party, 
regarding local government projects 
or business activities.  
Work diaries – containing 
information that may be significant to 
the conduct of the elected member on 
behalf of the local government. 
Presentations and speeches –
delivered as part of an elected 
member’s official duties. 

 

NO – do not need to be forwarded  
to your local government 

Duplicate copies – of Council 
meeting agenda, minutes & papers. 
Draft documents or working 
papers – which are already captured 
at the local government. 
Publications – such as newsletters, 
circulars and journals. 
Invitations – to community events 
where an elected member is not 
representing Council or the local 
government. 
Telephone, meetings & other 
verbal conversations which: 
• convey routine information only; 

or 
• do not relate to local government 

business or functions. 
Electioneering – or party political 
information. 
Personal records – not related to 
an elected member’s official duties.  
 

Destruction of records: return all records to the local government for 
authorized and legal destruction.   
 

More information: contact your local government administration or  
State Records Office of Western Australia 
Tel: 9427 3360 or Email: sro@sro.wa.gov.au
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What is a Record? 
 
All corporate information should be registered relating to the business of Council. 
 
To assist with determining if a document/email/request should be registered, ask 
yourself the following questions. If the answer is ‘YES’, then the information 
should be registered. 

 

A record should be registered if: - 

• It concerns Council’s Core business, including legal advice; 

• It details a policy change or development; 

• It approves or authorises action or expenditure; 

• Council is required to respond to the record; 

• It involves a decision made by an employee on Council’s behalf; 

• It involves a complaint that requires investigation; 

• It involves attending a formal meeting; 

• It concerns a safety issue; 

• It adds to Councils knowledge base. 

A record is not required to be registered if it is: -  

• A transitory or short term item such as a phone message, notes, 
compliment slips, delivery slips etc; 

• Distributed to staff for information only; 

• A personal message unrelated to official business; 

• Rough working papers and/or calculations created in the preparation 
of official records; 

• Published material which does not form an integral part of a Council 
record; 

• Advertising material or ‘junk’ mail; 

• Duplicate copies of material used for reference purposes. 
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Meeting Procedures and 
Debating for Elected Members 

Program Overview: 

Meeting Procedures and Debating is specifically designed for both experienced and newly 
elected members who wish to enhance their meeting skills. Concentrating on knowledge of 
meeting procedures and high level debating techniques, this course is a practical tool kit for 
those who attend council and committee meetings as members or presiding members.  
 

Content: 

Participants are encouraged to use debating techniques that ensure they can readily       
contribute to robust debate. Practical examples of good chairmanship assist presiding  
members to run meetings in a fair and equitable way that increases the productivity of the 
meeting.  The course covers the role of council, elected members and the officers who    
attend the meeting in an advisory capacity and underpinning knowledge about the            
legislative framework within which local government meetings are held. An opportunity to 
experience the proper use of Standing Orders and how this contributes to successful    
meetings is also provided. 
 

Learning Outcomes:  

• How to critically read the Agenda and evaluate officer reports 
• Contribute confidently to council and committee meetings using debating techniques 
• Use knowledge of meeting procedures to move, second or foreshadow motions, use 

correct amendment rules where appropriate and take the right of reply 
• Correct use of procedural motions and how to effectively raise ‘points of order’ 
• Demonstrate chairmanship skills within legal and ethical requirements, and 
• Know the importance of checking and confirming the minutes. 

Time:  9.00am – 4.30pm 

Cost:  $395.00 (plus GST) 

Venue:  WALGA Boardroom 

Dates: 25 June, 1 August, 25 September, 13 November 2012 

Contact WALGA on 9213 2098 or email training@walga.asn.au to secure a place. 
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Course Registration Details (Not Diploma Qualification): 

Course Name:       

Course Date:       

Purchase Order Number:       Must be Provided to Enable Registration 

Local Government Office:       

Booking Contact Name:       

Booking Contact Number:       

Booking Contact Email:       
 

Participant Details: 

Name:       

Date of Birth:       

Position:       

Contact Number:       

Contact Email:       

Special Requirements:       
 

Additional Participant Details (Same Course): 

Name:       

Date of Birth:       

Position:       

Contact Number:       

Contact Email:       

Special Requirements:       
 

Additional Participant Details (Same Course): 

Name:       

Date of Birth:       

Position:       

Contact Number:       

Contact Email:       

Special Requirements:       

 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 
Date Entered into JobReady: 20/02/2012 Entered By: Click here to enter text. 

Special Requirements Actions: Click here to enter text. 

 

Once completed please forward to training@walga.asn.au or fax on (08) 9486 9100 
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Financial Reports  

and Budgets 

Program Overview: 

Financial Reports and Budgets uses existing legislation as its basis to explore the way in 
which local governments are required to plan for the future, develop an annual budget and 
monitor, review and interpret financial reports. The course outlines the linkage between 
Strategic Planning, Asset Management Planning and Long Term Financial planning so    
participants gain an understanding of the benefits of undertaking financial forecasting and 
the impacts key decision may have on the organisation’s financial bottom line.  
 

Content: 

Topics covered within the course include the legislative requirements for Local Government 
accounting, understanding budget documents, familiarisation with budget processes and 
discussing accounting terms and financial reports. 
 

Learning Outcomes:  

As a result of attending this program, participants should be able to understand:  

• basic accounting principles and concepts 
• the roles and responsibilities of Council, Councillors and the CEO 
• financial management and the strategic linkages 
• annual budgets, and 
• financial management and reporting. 
 

Time:  9:00am - 4:30pm 

Cost:  $395.00 (GST exempt) 

Venue:  WALGA Boardroom 

Dates: 24 April, 28 June,10 October 2012 

 

This course can be linked to the Diploma of Local Government (Elected Member) 
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Call for JUNE Courses  

Strategic Planning for Elected Members 
WALGA’S Strategic Planning course uses existing legislation as its basis to explore the way in which 
local governments are required to plan for the future. Legislation establishes links between planning 
objectives, funding and reporting. Many local governments adopt processes for their long term 
planning that go beyond the requirements of legislation. Topics covered within the course include 
putting strategic planning in perspective, the integrated planning and reporting framework, the 
analysis and consultation process, and formulation and implementation of a strategic plan. 
Date:                     28 June  
Time:                     9.00am – 4.30pm 
Cost:                      $395.00 
Location:              WALGA, 15 Altona Street, West Perth 
 
Financial Reports and Budgets for Elected Members 
WALGA’s Financial Reports and Budgets uses existing legislation as its basis to explore the way in 
which local governments are required to plan for the future, develop an annual budget and monitor, 
review and interpret financial reports. Topics covered within the course include the legislative 
requirements for Local Government accounting, understanding budget documents, familiarisation 
with budget processes and discussing accounting terms and financial reports.  
Date:                     29 June  
Time:                     9.00am – 4.30pm 
Cost:                      $395.00 
Location:              WALGA, 15 Altona Street, West Perth 
 
Attached are flyers and a registration form for your information. 
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Strategic Planning 

Program Overview: 

Strategic Planning uses existing legislation as its basis to explore the way in which local 
governments are required to plan for the future. Legislation establishes links between     
planning objectives, funding and reporting. Many local governments adopt processes for 
their long term planning that go beyond the requirements of legislation. Links are explored      
between land use planning, policy development and major strategy documents such as    
asset management and infrastructure plans. 
 

Content: 

Topics covered within the course include putting strategic planning in perspective, the     
integrated planning and reporting framework, the analysis and consultation process, and       
formulation and implementation of a strategic plan. 
 

Learning Outcomes:  

As a result of attending this course, participants should be able to understand: 

• the strategic planning process 

• integrated planning and reporting 

• analysis and consultation; and 

• formulation and implementation of a strategic plan. 
 

Time:  9:00am - 4:30pm 

Cost:  $395.00 (GST exempt) 

Venue:  WALGA Boardroom 

Dates: 23 April, 28 June, 9 October 2012 

 

 

This course can be linked to the Diploma of Local Government (Elected Member) 
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From: Kate Murray [mailto:KMurray@walga.asn.au]  
Sent: Thursday, 7 June 2012 8:46 AM 
To: Kate Murray 
Subject: WALGA Media Release - Dangerous Dogs in Councils' Sights 
 

 
 
 
Local Governments are going to be asked to have their say on pushing for tougher 
restrictions on dangerous dog breeds including banning and sterilisation. 
 
The WA Local Government Association will be seeking feedback from Councils over the 
coming months with a view to developing a range of ideas to discuss with the State 
Government to deal with the serious problem of vicious dog attacks.   
 
WALGA President Mayor Troy Pickard welcomed the recent State Government 
announcement to introduce a Dog Amendment Bill to the coming session of Parliament, 
however any new legislation would need to reflect current community expectations. 
 
“The recent spate of vicious dog attacks is appalling and our sympathy goes out to the 
families affected,” Mayor Pickard said. 
 
“It highlights to most that dog control laws that have not been changed for more than 35 
years are clearly out of date and out of step with current community expectations.” 
 
Most recently Local Government and WALGA had responded to State Government reviews 
of the Dog Act in 2004 and again in 2007 only for the process to stall at the Parliamentary 
stage. 
 
Mayor Pickard said it was critical that this time the State Government followed through on 
ensuring the community was protected from dangerous breeds and irresponsible owners. 
 
“I welcome the announcement by the Minister that he intends to introduce a Dog 
Amendment Bill to the coming session of Parliament,” he said. 
 
“It is encouraging that his proposed amendments will consider prohibiting the availability, 
breeding and sale of dangerous breeds and sterilisation of dangerous breeds along with 
increased penalties for irresponsible owners and powers for local rangers.   
 
“Revisions to the Dog Act to deal more effectively with vicious dogs have been on the 
agenda of State Governments for years and it is time to do something about it, before 
another innocent person or family pet is seriously mauled or killed.” 
 
Ends 
 

FOR COMMENT PLEASE CONTACT 
Mayor Troy Pickard, WALGA President 0409 209 649 

Kate Murray, Marketing and Communications Advisor 0448 896 435 
 

7 June 2012   

Dangerous Dogs in Councils’ Sights  
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M A R C H — A P R I L   2 0 1 2  

W A L G A  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  

Local Government Transport and Roads Forum 2012 
Around 150 Local Government Elected Members and Officers attended the Transport and Roads Forum on 

4 May.  Highlights from the program included a presentation from Gerrie van Zyl who shared his 

experiences in using road asset management systems with extensive rural road networks in South Africa 

and Namibia.  Road agencies and Local Governments have found them a powerful tool to both argue for 

appropriate funding and to support priority decision-making at the operational level.   

Measuring the cost of heavy vehicle traffic on the local road network, and developing a financially 

sustainable approach for delivering a safe, efficient heavy vehicle network was the subject of an excellent 

presentation by Bob Peters (ARRB Group) and a panel discussion chaired by Greg Martin (National 

Transport Commission).   

The recently initiated Main Roads WA policy to charge large Concessional Mass Permit holders for the 

costs of additional road wear was discussed along with the 

experiences of Local Governments negotiating specific 

arrangements with project proponents with a large road freight task.   

Limitations to the current approaches were highlighted including 

lack of awareness of upcoming freight tasks that can have a major 

impact on roads in a short period of time.   

A presentation from Sue McCarrey, Acting Director General of 

Transport provided an insight into the projected growth in the 

freight task throughout Western Australia and the potential 

investment in rail and road links that will be required to meet this 

demand. 

It is hoped that copies of all presentations will be available on the 

WALGA website shortly, subject to agreement from the presenters. 

 
Commodity Route Fund 
The State Road Funds to Local Government Agreement 2011/12- 
2015/16 provides $2.5 million per year from 2012/13 for a 

Commodity Route Fund.  Commodity Routes are defined as roads 

with a significant, high priority commodity transport task.  The Fund 

will be applied to projects to eligible or not prioritised for Road 

Project Grant Funding.   

Thirty nine project funding applications were received from 

Regional Road Groups.  These projects were assessed by a 

Technical Assessment Committee.  However, due to concerns 

regarding the interpretation of clauses within the State Road Funds 

to Local Government Agreement, the program funding decision has 

not yet been made by the Strategic Advisory Committee.  This is 

now expected to occur in early June.  

 

 

ASSET MANAGEMENT AND LOCAL ROAD FUNDING 

HIGHLIGHTS 
ROMAN II ........................................ 2 
WA Natural Disaster Relief  ............ 2 
Vegetation Management ................. 3 
WA Bicycle Network Plan ................ 4 
Planning for Freight ......................... 5 
Freight and Intermodal Plan ............ 5 
Speed Enforcement ........................ 6 
Fencing Road Reserves .................. 6 
Road Safety Council Update ........... 7 
Car Restraints Fitting Courses ........ 8 
 

WALGA State Road Funds to 
Local Government Strategic 
Advisory Committee (SAC) 
Representatives 
Mayor Troy Pickard 
Cr Karen Chappel 
Cr Julie Brown 
Cr Mick Wainwright 
Ms Ricky Burges 
 
Regional Road Group (RRG) 
Members’ Induction Pack 
An information pack for RRG 

delegates on the roles and functions 

of the RRGs is available for download 

from our website under  
Regional Road Groups 
 

Regional Road Group Report             
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              R E G I O N A L  R O A D  G R O U P  R E P O R T                           P A G E  2  

ROMAN II 
ROMAN is the Road Asset Management software and support system utilised by 134 of the 140 Western 

Australian Local Governments.  It is a service delivered by ARRB Group on behalf of the Western 

Australian Local Government Association. 

After 11 months of operation activity in the replacement ROMAN software continues to grow slowly but 

steadily.  Various Local Governments are at different stages of accepting the recent change of software 

with many now actively using the software, and many yet to use it.  Current activity exceeds usage of the 

old system but is still less than project targets.   

 
Recent project activity includes: 
 

 Customer satisfaction survey completed (results to be published May 2012); 
 Budget and fees for 2012/13 financial year published; 
 Draft strategic plan for 2012 to 2017 released for comment; 
 Implementation, research and development project guidelines released for comment; 
 Implementation, research and development funding submissions called for; and 
 Main Roads WA to commence updating Grant Commission data and state records using the new 

system. 
 
Panel of Suppliers of Road Building Materials and Related Services  
Technical support is being provided for the development of a WALGA panel contract for the supply of 

road construction contractors and material suppliers.  

The contract will deliver the following categories of goods, services and works: 
 

 Recycled road-base construction and demolition materials 
 Road waste 
 Road-base and sub-base 
 Asphalt 
 Bitumen 
 Kerbing, paving and associated construction 
 Road building supplies 
 Drainage 
 Road building 
 Traffic signals 

 
Contractors were invited to submit an expression of interest in January 2012. The expressions of interest 

have been reviewed and contractors have been selected to submit formal tenders. The contract is 

scheduled for commencement in June 2012. 

WALGA will be complementing its new Preferred Supply Panel with the development of further contracts 

for traffic management services and for engineering consulting services. 
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Changes to Western Power’s Vegetation Management Program 
In March this year, Western Power contacted WALGA regarding changes to its Vegetation Management 

Program designed to enable a quick response to dangerous trees in High or Extreme fire risk areas.  

Notices will be issued for planted or cultivated trees on Local Government land to be cut back within 30 

days.  If trees remain too close to power lines, Western Power contractors will complete the work and 

local governments may be invoiced for the cost.  The minimum cost for this work will be $419.00. 

At WALGA’s insistence Western Power has included information in their documentation that local 

government’s responsibility is for planted or cultivated trees only.  The changes will come into effect from 

1 July 2012.  WALGA is approaching Western Power to further negotiate the content of the proposed 

process. 
 
Code of Practice for Vegetation Control Work Near Live Power Lines  
WALGA and other stakeholders have been involved in the preparation of the Code of Practice for 

Vegetation Control Work near Live Power Lines developed by Energy Safety. The final draft was 

distributed to the Sector in January 2012 for comment. The Guidelines for the Management of Local 

Government Authorities Vegetation Near Power Lines is being developed by Western Power and the 

Sector will be consulted for feedback when it is finalised. 

 
Western Australia Natural Disaster Relief Arrangements 
Emergency Management WA (FESA) initiated a brief review of the Western Australia Natural Disaster 

Relief and Recovery Arrangements (WANDRRA). This review included: 

 Assessing the intent, timeliness of the activation process and awareness of WANDRRA in its 

current form; 
 Defining and exploring the application and boundaries of WANDRRA’s current eligibility 

measures as relief and recovery assistance; 
 Examining the link between WANDRRA and NDRRA to determine the boundaries of both; and 
 Examining the rules, guidelines and monetary limits for the WANDRRA’s Personal Hardship and 

Distress payments, and re-examining indexing of these payments. 
 

A sample of Local Governments completed a detailed survey and the Association also provided input to 

this review based on information gathered from the Sector. A preliminary draft final report for the 

WANDRRA Review has not yet been released. Decisions made about progressing this will be made after 

the Federal Auditor General’s Review is completed in August 2012. 

The issue of day labour cost recovery was raised at the March 2012 Australian Local Government 

Association (ALGA) board meeting and all State Associations provided support for policy change in this 

area. It was determined this issue would be addressed at the Federal level by ALGA.  
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Road Reserve Asset Management Plan Project  
The Road Reserve Asset Management Plan (RRAMP) project is developing strategies for balancing road 

infrastructure-related activities with native vegetation conservation. RRAMPs will assist local government 

in asset planning and management at a local and regional scale and attempt to resolve conflict between 

native vegetation conservation and management and infrastructure requirements. 

The project is managed by WALGA and commenced in August 2010. It is funded through the State 

Government natural resource management (NRM) Community and Regional grants program. It is the aim 

of the RRAMP project to develop an easy to use process that allows Local Government to address their 

regional infrastructure and ecological differences whilst maintaining a consistency of approach across the 

state for asset management. 

The project is now complete. Outcomes include a final report, a template for Local Governments to use 

when contracting consultants to conduct flora and fauna surveys and an excel-based toolkit to assist with 

the practical management of roadside vegetation.  All of these are available on WALGA’s website at 

http://www.walga.asn.au/memberresources/environmentwastemanagement/rrampprojectoutcomes.aspx 

 
Clearing of Native Vegetation Legislation Review 
The Minister for Environment, the Hon Bill Marmion, committed to consult with local government in late 

2011 on proposed legislative changes arising from the Middle Committee Review on native vegetation 

clearing.  To date, no consultation has been undertaken.  WALGA President, Troy Pickard wrote to the 

Minister in late April 2012 requesting an update on the government’s proposals to improve the practical 

operation and effectiveness of the legislation.   
 
Western Australian Bicycle Network Plan 
The State Government released the long awaited draft Bicycle Network Plan in March.  WALGA has 

commenced analysis of the draft plan and its implications from a Local Government perspective and will 

be working with Local Government Councillors and Officers to prepare a response prior to the closing 

date for submissions in June 2012. A Local Government workshop is scheduled for Friday, 8 June at  
St Catherine’s College, University of Western Australia, 2 Park Road, Nedlands. Contact Marissa 

MacDonald at mmacdonald@walga.asn.au for more information. 
  
Public Bus Stop Infrastructure 
In January 2012 WALGA distributed an Info Page to Local Governments with bus stop infrastructure, 

requesting feedback to determine a policy position regarding the responsibility and funding of bus stop 

infrastructure (shelters, seats and bins). WALGA reviewed the feedback received and a meeting with the 

Public Transport Authority (PTA) Managing Director was held in April to discuss the results.  

It was agreed that the preferred option by Local Governments is to progress a partnership agreement with 

the PTA for the responsibility and funding of bus stop infrastructure based on agreed criteria (such as 

patronage). WALGA will be working with the relevant stakeholders and endeavours to achieve the 

outcomes sought by the Sector. 
 
State Gravel Supply Strategy 
WALGA together with Main Roads WA, Department of Planning, Department of Environment and 

Conservation, Department of Mines and Petroleum, and the WA Farmers Federation are members of the 

State Gravel Supply Strategy management group. The purpose of the committee is to review projects 

initiated by the group following the State Government's 1998 State Gravel Supply Strategy. The group has 

recently compiled a presentation on the current status of its projects which was presented to the 

Conservation Commission in February 2012.  
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Local Government Capacity Building – Planning for Freight Transport 
WALGA, with the Freight and Logistics Council WA, Department of Transport, Department of Planning 

and Fremantle Ports, has completed a project that sought to identify barriers to effective consideration of 

freight needs in Local Government land-use planning.  The study also proposes potential solutions to the 

issues identified both within the current planning system and those that would require changes to the 

planning system.   

The final report is available for download at http://walga.asn.au/MemberResources/Infrastructure/

FreightManagementandHeavyVehicle/LocalGovernmentCapacityBuilding.aspx. It is anticipated that this 

study will be considered by the WA Planning Commission, Infrastructure Coordinating Committee in June. 
 
Western Australian Regional Freight Network Plan 
The draft Regional Freight Network Plan is nearing completion.  It is anticipated that this will be submitted 

to Government shortly.  While it is hoped that there will be a period of consultation provided on the draft 

plan, this is a matter for a State Government decision.  Planning priorities include regional intermodal 

terminals, rail access to strategic industrial estates, inbound freight facilities and laydown areas and the 

protection of strategic corridors.  WALGA is a member of the Steering Committee for this project.   
 
Freight and Intermodal Plan for the Perth – Peel Region 
This critically important study aims to project the freight task to and through the Perth – Peel Region to 

2050 and identify the infrastructure and corridors that will be required to enable this to efficiently occur. 

Detailed work and modeling is being carried out by the consultants, SKM. WALGA is seeking to ensure 

that all Local Governments are effectively engaged in the consultation process and have the opportunity 

to influence the plan. 
 
WA Grain Freight Network 
The Local Government Grain Infrastructure Group met in April and received a presentation from CBH 

regarding grain freight over the 2011/12 harvest.  There is still a record tonnages of grain held in country 

storage facilities.  The rail operator (QR National) has been unable to adequately staff trains and road 

transport has been used to supplement the rail capacity.  CBH anticipates that rail freight capacity will 

increase later in 2012 as the new rail operator Watco takes delivery of rolling stock and locomotives.  

 

Road and Rail Interface Agreements 
The Rail Safety Act 2010 became law in February 2011 and requires all rail managers and road 

managers enter into Interface Agreements for every rail/road crossing in Western Australia by February 

2014. The purpose of an Interface Agreement is to record the risks to safety at a rail/road crossings and 

the measures to manage those risks.  

WALGA continues to represent Local Government on a Working Group, chaired by Main Roads WA, to 

develop necessary plans and templates to meet the requirements of the Act. WALGA continues to consult 

with Local Governments as the work of the Working Party progresses; and negotiate with relevant rail 

owners and the Office of Rail Safety to assist the Local Government sector meet their obligations under 

the Rail Safety Act 2010. 
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ROAD SAFETY  

Business Cases for Run-off Road Regional and Remote Crashes, and Urban Intersection 
Crashes 
In October 2011, WALGA and Main Roads WA submitted to the Road Safety Council joint business cases 

and project plans for (1) Run-off Road Regional and Remote Crashes on the Local Road Network; and (2) 

Urban Intersection Crashes. The submissions are to obtain funding from the Road Trauma Trust Account 

and, if successful, will provide Local Governments with access to funds for Safe System improvements to 

the local road network.   

The business cases were endorsed by the Road Safety Council and will proceed for consideration by the 

Ministerial Road Safety Council, Economic Audit Committee and State Cabinet. 
 
A Role for Local Government in Speed Enforcement 
On 5 October 2011 WALGA State Council resolved that negotiations be held with the WA Police to secure 

their support to develop a voluntary partnership model to formally provide monthly vehicle travel speed 

data to inform road policing strategies.  

In February 2012 the WA Police informed WALGA they were willing to research and develop the proposed 

model. Negotiations are currently underway with the WA Police and select Local Governments to 

determine the format and methodology of providing vehicle travel speed data that meets the needs of both 

parties. 
 
Local Government Involvement in Speed Limit Setting 
WALGA is currently undertaking a project relating to the involvement of Local Governments in setting 

speed limits on local roads. The project will determine what role Local Governments want to have in 

setting speed limits on local roads in the future; and determine their attitude to the current Main Roads WA 

Application and Approval Guidelines – Speed Zoning process.  

Local Governments are currently being consulted to progress this project; and in early April 2012 Local 

Governments were invited via the LG News to provide input into this project based on experiences in 

applying to Main Roads WA to have speed limits amended. 
 
Fencing Road Reserves in Pastoral Regions for Straying Stock 
WALGA represented the Local Government sector on the Fencing Road Reserves in Pastoral Regions 

Working Group. The Working Group, chaired by MRWA, reviewed current road reserve fencing 

responsibilities, legislative requirements, policies and management practices aimed at improving road 

safety in pastoral regions.  

A report with recommendations was endorsed by Main Roads WA and forwarded to the Hon Minister for 

Transport for consideration in February 2012. 
 
Road Crash Data 
WALGA continues to liaise with Main Roads WA to provide specific road crash statistics for Local 

Governments desirous of undertaking the Local Government Safe System Improvement Program. The 

requirements of the Program will be used to develop a road crash data report prototype for the Local 

Government sector.  

Select Local Governments will be provided with the prototype as part of the Program to obtain feedback 

on the relevance and application of the prototype. The feedback will be used to develop an annual road 

crash statistical report for Local Government regions for a five year period. 
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Road Safety Council Update  
The Road Safety Council (RSC) meets on a regular basis to oversee and monitor road safety progress in 

WA. The following routine matters were considered by the RSC in February 2012: the 2011 road crash 

data shows fatalities trending downwards though WA continues to record higher rates of road trauma than 

all other Australian states, progress was reported on a number of legislative amendments, and the draft 

recommendations of the cycling safety forums were presented. 

In addition, two major decisions were taken. In light of all available evidence, including recent research, 

the RSC will not recommend the introduction of power to weight ratio restrictions for novice drivers in WA 

rather priority will be given to more effective measures aimed at the underlying behaviours and causes of 

novice driver crashes. One area of particular concern is novice driver safety in regional areas. The RSC 

will establish a working group, to be chaired by WALGA, to develop a new inter-agency campaign 

specifically designed to increase supervised driving hours in various conditions, the uptake of vehicles 

(including 4WDs) fitted with active safety features such as electronic stability control and ongoing 

education and enforcement activities to address risky behaviours.  

A regular communiqué is produced following each RSC meeting and is available at  

http://www.ors.wa.gov.au/Road-Safety-Council/Communique.aspx. 
 
Local Government Safe System Project  
WALGA’s RoadWise Program hosted a booth at the recent IPWEA (WA Division) State conference to 

feature information about the Local Government Safe System Project (LGSSP). A Safe System 

Coordinator also presented an update of the project at the conference as part of the road safety stream. 

The presentation introduced some new resources specifically developed for WA Local Governments, 

including the Declaration for road safety, Local Government Safe System Improvement Program, and 

Safe System Guiding Principles for Local Government.  

During phase one it was recognised by the Local Government sector that enhanced skills and knowledge 

are required to implement a safe system. In order to provide relevant resources and training to Local 

Governments the LGSSP have commenced a second series of workshops. These workshops introduce 

the current resources available, as well as providing an opportunity to discuss skills and knowledge 

building throughout Local Governments for the implementation of the safe system approach to road 

safety. The first workshop was held at the City of Rockingham with 15 attendees. A number of workshops 

in other regions will take place in the future. For further information contact a Safe System Coordinator on 

9213 2008.  
 
Community Road Safety Grants Program  
The Community Road Safety Grants Program provides funds for community-based road safety projects 

aligned to Towards Zero, WA’s Road Safety Strategy. Four types of grants are available which include 

Project Grants, Speed Display Trailer Grants, Workforce Development Grants and Sponsorship. 

Community road safety grants are awarded monthly and those granted in the April 2012 round were: 
 

Sponsorship Grants 

 Wickepin Community Resource Centre, Masquerade Ball - $350.00 
 Mukinbudin Planning & Development Group (Inc.), The Mukinbudin 2012 Spring Festival - 

$1,000.00 
 Mullewa Muster & Rodeo Committee, Mullewa Muster & Rodeo 2012 - $1,000.00 

 

Information about the Community Road Safety Grants Program is contained available on the website at  

http://www.roadwise.asn.au/road_safety_grants 
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Website  http://walga.asn.au/MemberResources/Infrastructure.aspx 

WALGA INFRASTRUCTURE CONTACTS 

Executive Manager     

Ian Duncan 9213 2031  iduncan@walga.asn.au 

ROMAN Project Manager     

Graham Lantzke  9213 2061  glantzke@walga.asn.au 

RoadWise Program Manager     

Terri-Anne Pettet  9213 2011  tpettet@walga.asn.au 

Policy Manager Transport and Roads   

Mark Bondietti 9213 2040 mbondietti@walga.asn.au 

Policy Officer Transport and Roads    

Marissa MacDonald 9213 2050 mmacdonald@walga.asn.au 

Road Safety Policy Officer    

Mal Shervill  9213 2068 mshervill@walga.asn.au 

Administration Officer      

Rhonda Chapman  9213 2059  rchapman@walga.asn.au 

Postal Address  
Western Australian Local Government Association  
PO Box 1544 West Perth WA 6872 

Office Location  
Local Government House 
15 Altona St WEST PERTH 6005 

RoadWise Community Road Safety Network  
Regional Road Safety Officers will report on their regions at the Regional Road Group meetings.  

 
Child Car Restraints Fitting Service 
Since the start of 2012 five accredited Child Car Restraint Type I Fitting Courses have been conducted. 

Courses were run in the Gascoyne, South West, Kimberley, Wheatbelt North and Metropolitan South 

regions, all from Road Trauma Trust Account funding. As the course is nationally accredited, the course 

and all associated materials are routinely reviewed, and then submitted for approval to the Office of Road 

Safety. 

  
Road Safety Round-Up  
The April 2012 edition of Road Safety Round-Up is available from http://www.roadwise.asn.au/news/

RRup and is distributed to over 3000 members of the community road safety network state-wide.  

  

Safer cars save lives. 
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